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Above, a late spring arrives in a rush, with the
Athabasca backing up due to ice jams. 10 residents
were evacuated before the flood started receding.

Alberta Bound

6

• Alberta Bound - resource rich
province tied up by Feds - p. 5
• Syria — Reality vs. Illusion from
mainstream media reports - p. 2
• The real reason behind interest
rate increases - p. 19

High Speed Internet

Full MLS® Service
Service at
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thePrice
Price

780-778-3778

Authorized Dealer

sangstersafety.com
Bus: 780-706-2046
Fax: 780-778-2297

reAlTY
reAlTY

For Whitecourt, Fox Creek,
Swan Hills & Surrounding Area

Whitecourt Communications

See page
5 for
Services

ONE PERCENT
ERCENT

We Offer

Sales, Rentals
& Installations

Get
Ready for
Summer

COLDEST BEER
ON THE PL ANET

We have a large selection of beer
& wine to choose from!
Open 10 am to 11 pm Daily
Mountain Shopping Strip 778-8989
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For Ladies, Men & Couples

780.778.4879

Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

W E H AV E MOVE D

to 5010 5 0 St. (Ac ro ss f ro m AT B)

20% OFF all Services to May 19,
2018. After that, we will have great
weekly indoor specials.

HELP WANTED for Nail Technician,
Pedicure’ Manicure, Body Waxing,
Will Train - Also ROOM FOR RENT

Stop by and see our New Shop and New Equipment

Hours Mon. to Fri. 9 - 8, Sat. 9 - 6, Sun 11 - 4
Ex-Pink Floyd singer
denounces White Helmets as
propaganda tool
Ed - More and more, truth is leaking out, with
several retired high ranking military people pointing
out that evidence, and logic, suggests the charges
against Assad about this chemical use are false.
And for now people can read the other side of the
story on the official Internet (Other Internets are in
development, to keep free speech flowing).
English singer Roger Waters, a member of Pink
Floyd and now a solo performer, denounced the
controversial Syrian group White Helmets during
a concert, saying they “exist only to create propaganda for jihadists and terrorists.”
The announcement came from Waters on Friday
during a gig in Barcelona, which took place just as
the US, the UK and France were preparing the attack
against Syria based on reports provided by the White

Helmets. A week before that, the group produced photos and footage of what they claimed to be aftermath
of a chemical-weapons attack by the Syrian government on the town of Douma near Damascus, which
was held by an armed group called Army of Islam.
Addressing the audience, Waters said someone had asked him for the stage to speak about
Douma and the alleged chemical attack. The singer
said that person and he had very different opinions
about the situation in Syria.
Waters explained why he didn’t support the
cause furthered by the White Helmets. “If we were
to listen to the propaganda of the White Helmets
and others, we would be encouraged to encourage
our governments to start dropping bombs on people in Syria. This would be a mistake of monumental proportions for us as human beings,” he said.
“The White Helmets is a fake organization that
exists only to create propaganda for jihadists and
terrorists.
(Continued on page 4)
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Kevin's Floorcovering

Many Colour Options Available.

 Providing Leaf Guard & 5” Continuous Eavestroughing!

 Siding  Soffits  Fascia  Window & Door
Capping  Metal Roof & Wall Installation
 Custom Metal Detail

Residential & Commercial
Phone: 780-706-9255 • Fax: 780-778-6168

From Sagitiwa to Whitecourt
A Salute to the Pioneers - Part 8

By Jerry Graham. Thank you to John Dahl and the late Vic
Young for their help in obtaining original manuscript.

Names like Stubbs, Pete Knutson, Harold Torgerson come to mind as we continue our journey near
House Mountain and a bit closer to the Hamlet we
find Hayden Pritchard, Larry Shaw, Geo. Ritchie, father and son, in that area which used to be served by
what was known as “The Allendale Ferry”. The ferry
was under the supervision of Paul Linehan, a deep
sea sailor from the east coast, who would prognosti-

Spring
Cleaning
•

Inside &
Outside
•

15

%

off

Call Hong for a
FREE Estimate!

Residential &
Commercial

• Final Clean after
Construction & Renovation
• Interior & Exterior
• Fence & Deck Painting
• Grass Cutting & Yard Work
• Window, Fabric & Carpet
Cleaning • Floor Waxing

WCB Insured

780-779-8040
E: hong.lai@yahoo.com

(Continued on page 10)

Above, an alternate way of getting across the
McLeod when ice prevented the Ferry from running.

The Allendale Ferry was launched in June of 1916 to bridge the McLeod River between Whitecourt ,
the residents on the other side of the river, and towns further west.
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Hearing Loss
Linked to
increased risk
of dementia
•
Found to cause
irreversible
cognitive decline
•
Early use of
hearing aids can
help prevent risk of
cognitive decline
Phone: 1-780-571-8384
and dementia
Toll Free: 1-877-215-1318
•
Email: info@hearingcaredoctors.ca
We are authorized provider for: Hearing aids
don’t have to
WCB, DVA, NIHB,
cost a fortune

AADL and RCMP

Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
5115-49th Street • Unit 3 & 5, Midtown Mall
Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1P3
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4812 - 50 Avenue,
Next to Get Dressed

Appointments
& Walk-Ins
Welcome,
Including
After-Hours
Appointments

780-779-9998

MAY SPECIALS
- Spa Pedicure w/
Shellac - $5 OFF
NAIL TECHNICIAN WANTED

Give the gift of relaxation with a Gift Certificate
Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 6 SUNDAY: By Appointment Only
(Continued from page 4)

“What we should do is go and persuade our
governments not to go and drop bombs on people. And certainly not until we have done all the
research that is necessary so that we would have
a clear idea of what is really going on,” he added.
“Because we live in the world where propaganda
seems to be more important than the reality of
what is really going on.” (Since then, there has
been definitive evidence, including from the supposed victims, that there was no chemical attack).
Waters called on people to “reach across
boundaries and religions and nationalities” and together make Earth a better place.

Mon. to Fri. 8 to 8 • (780) 706-5003 • Midtown Mall
www.whitecourtphysicaltherapy.com

Our Services:

• Individual Physiotherapy Assessment and Treatment
• Work Related Injury Assessment & Treatment
• Work Reconditioning Program • Foot Orthotics
• Motor Vehicle Accident Rehabilitation • Acupuncture
• Manual & Manipulative Therapy • Sports Injury Management
• Intramuscular Stimulation
• Physical Conditioning Program • Pre-Employment Screening
Referrals accepted from:

• Employers & Safety Coordinators
• WCB
• Physicians
• Walk-in Patients
• Insurance Companies
• Other Professionals

Fees covered by:

• WCB (Workers Compensation Board) • Independent Contracts with Employers
• Extended Health Insurance Plans • Casualty Insurers (motor vehicle accidents)
• Personal Payment (receipts will be provided)

Whitecourt • Edson • Hinton • Fox Creek

The White Helmets purports to be a civil defense organization operating in parts of Syria under the control of various armed groups, including
hardcore Islamists, opposing the central government in Damascus. It receives funding from several
Western nations, including the US and the UK. The
group has received widespread praise from Western media, and a documentary about it even won
an Academy Award.
On several occasions, White Helmets employees have been caught doing questionable things,
like assisting in public executions or staging fake
rescue operations. Critics say its rescue operations
are just a cover for their true purpose: producing
photos and footage favorable to opponents of Damascus and providing justification for military action against the Syrian government forces. People
in areas, which were taken by the government from
the jihadists, support such claims.
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5008 - 50th Street (Across from ATB)
P. 780.778.8680 C. 780.262.0647

Best Selection
Polish Gel Nails.

ROOM for RENT

Call for Details
Hours: Mon. to Sat. ~ 9 am - 6 pm
Appts. & Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available
In a countrywide
survey of
Canadians’
attitudes conducted
by the Angus
Reid Institute,
Albertans stood out
in their responses
to questions about
national belonging.
More so than
people in virtually
any other province,
Albertans said they
feel disrespected,
ripped off
and generally
mistreated by the
rest of Canada.

Alberta Bound (by ties of Feds)
by Dan Parker

By basic logic, the protests
against Canadian pipelines are
worse than futile. They do not
stop any oil production that the
market is demanding. Instead
they shift the oil production to countries with
worse human rights and environmental records
than Canada. They also cause significant damage
to the Canadian economy such that social spending
is at risk. The fight to get oil to market in Canada
without adequate pipelines has also increased the
oil that travels by the more dangerous rail route.
THis has the additional disadvantage of making it
harder for our farmers to get their product to markets, due to a shortage of railway capacity. An additional, telling, concern is the huge amount of trash
that these environmental protestors leave behind
at their events.
If they were both aware and honest, the oil

(Continued on page 14)
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“The liberty
of the press is
the palladium
of all the
civil, political,
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rights.” - Junius
4907 52 Ave. Box 294
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N4

Ph: 780-778-3949
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Wellsite,
Gasplant,
Pipeline
Supervision
& Medic
Services
Bus: 780-706-2046   •   Fax: 780-778-2297
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B ridal

Alterations
& Repairs for

ALL Occasions
for BOTH Men
& Women

Your Whitecourt & Area Centre for Formal Events

Bridal & Grad Apparel Suits
Tuxedo Sales & Alterations

Hem Pants $10.99

STEAM IRONING

Let us do your ironing for you.

Your 1 Stop Wedding Party Shop!
Bride & Groom
Bride's Maids
Groomsmen
Flower Girl
& Ring
Bearer

See Our
Cruise & Vacation Apparel

For Rent or
p u r chas e !
Order Tie, Pocket
a n d Ve s t c o l o r s t o
match dress!

Come see our selection of new dresses in
stock for ladies and children.
Or you can order your new grad
dress from our new catalogue.
Mon. to Fri. 10:00 am to 7:00 pm, Sat. 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Midtown Mall, Downtown ♦ (780) 706-7092

Spring Groaners

I make a bet with a local farmer each year as to
which lamb will jump highest. I like a gambol.
My local spring onions have started singing hip
hop. The little rap scallions.
Did you hear about the gardener who was so
excited about spring he wet his plants?
What’s Irish and comes out in the spring?
Paddy O’Furniture!

Maria’s sells: Bridal Headpieces & Veils,
Bridesmaid & Flower Girl Dresses, Evening Gowns
& Shoes,Wedding & Graduation Dresses

Olga Kovalenko

Registered Massage Therapist (RMT)
Registered Osteopathic Manual Therapist (Domt)

Certified Permanent Makeup Artist
Electrocoagulation

Unit #6, 4907 - 52 Avenue ♦ Cell: 780-286-9048

Ask us about our Magic Pillows
Gift Certificates Available

W

Unemployed? Underemployed?

hitecourt

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES INC.

“When it’s quality that counts”

Phone (780) 778-2065
Let us be your ‘New Home’ builder

To book an appointment
or for more information phone or text:

Whitecourt:
Erin: 780.779.1580
Tammy: 780.779.8861
Barrhead:
Jody: 780.674-1846

We Provide FREE
One-on-One
Employment Services
Including:
Service Plans Focused On

• Resume Development & Cover Letter
Assistance
• Job Search
• Accessing Community Resources &
Programs
• Exploring Training & Educational
Alternatives
• Career Planning & Life Management
Services
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Photo Submitted. Pictured from left to right starting at the back row: Bob Anstey, Linda-Mae Anstey,
Sherry Cartwright, Jesse Cartwright, Donna Bougiridis, Elpeda Palmer, Edwell Jr. Cartwright, Lee Palmer.
Middle row: Sheila Cartwright, Leonard Cartwright, Norman Golden, Kevin Cartwright, Lois Cartwright,
Ray Cartwright, Edwell Cartwright. Front row: Leo Cartwright, June Cartwright.

Remembering the past

The descendants represented each member of
the family tree, although many were unable to atExcerpted from article by Donna Charlene (Cart- tend.
(Continued on page 9)
wright) Bougiridis
The descendants of George Samuel & Louisa
Jane Cartwright, and their five sons Wesley, Nelson,
Cassius, Jock and Edward, dedicated a sign in the
memory of these men and their wives.
George Samuel and his wife and sons settled
this area in 1911, which was then known as the
Fairchild Flats. It was referred to by many as The
Athabasca Valley Flats.
Today it is on the map as Moose Wallow.

Lawyer

Dennis B. Denis, Q.C
Fax: 780-425-1222

Email: ddenis@cleall.ca

780-706-1020
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(Continued from page 8)
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Representing Wesley Cartwright was Susane
Davidson, Louise McKeever and Gwen & Floyd McKeever all of Barrhead, who unfortunately were unable to find the location in time for the photo. They
were greatly missed and being Wesley was the eldest son in the family they were very important to
the dedicating of the sign.
Representing Nelson was Leo and Leo’s wife
June, Leo’s son Leonard and his wife Sheila, as
well as Leo’s late brother Ray Cartwright and his
wife Lois and Ray’s brother Kevin, all who reside in
Whitecourt.
Representing Jock (John Logan) and his wife
Owena was their daughter Donna Bougiridis along
with her daughter Elpeda (Hope) and Elpedas husband Lee Palmerj, all of Grande Prairie. Also representing Jock Cartwright was his youngest son Edwel
Hal Cartwright and wife Sherrie and two of their
sons Edwel Jr and Jesse all of Westlock. Also attending on behalf of Jock was his granddaughter Linda
Mae and her husband Bob Anesty of Calgary.

Monthly Quiz
Spelling
1) Detestable; “ab hohr
ant”
2) Shrewish bullying
woman; “tur me gent”
3) Front part of body;
“mid rif”

Vocabulary
1) Scrapple is usually made
with: wheat flour, couscous,
corn meal, barley
2) Screed: wire mesh
strainer, prayer, fortune
teller, long document
3) A Scrimshaw artists
works with: paints, shells,
marble, bronze

Word Jumble
1) L U A H
2) T R A S Y
3) M A C I P T
4) W A R T H E E
See page 23 for
answers

Representing Edward was his grandson Norman
Golden of Whitecourt. Norman is a son of Joy, Edwards second child.
There was a picnic at the old Moose Wallow
Schoolhouse which turned into a great feast and a
wonderful day was shared by all.
George Samuel and Louisa also had a daughter Jane who remained in North Dakota USA, near
Cartwright N.D. This place was also named after our
Samuel George.

Handy Man &
RENTAL Services

780.779.7765

OZ Computers
COMPUTER REPAIR ONSITE
LAPTOPS
REMOVED
AT NIGHT

PAGE 9

NO EXTRA
CHARGE

Libre Office installed if
requested; can open MS
Office Programs

4907 - 52
Avenue

780-778-3949
FREE lecture on
safe surfing and
backup, whether
you want to hear it
or not.

Refurbed
Desktop

Refurbed
Laptop

New Dell
Laptops

Dell w Mouse KB, Monitor
8 GB RAM, Win 10 Home
1 TB Harddrive, Core i3

DVDRW, 15.6 Screen
4 GB RAM, Win 10 Home
500 GB Harddrive, Core i5

DVDRW, 15.6 Screen
4 GB RAM, Win 10 Home
500 GB Harddrive, N3150

$699.00

$479.00

$429.00

WE REMOVE THE BLOATWARE

& SAVE YOU MONEY YEAR AFTER YEAR.
WE ALSO INSTALL or ACTIVATE A GOOD FREE ANTI-VIRUS &
INSTALL OFFICE LIBRE IF NEEDED!
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as “Your Lordship” precluded any possibility of being referred to as “Shorty”. Axel Olson adjoined Fred
Hassan but Axel for the most part resided in town.

cate the weather for almost any given day or period.
Not having kept track of his long range forecasts the
author is unable to supply figures as to
his batting average, but right or wrong
Now moose
he was not dismayed. After all, in an area
such as this, one should be allowed a fair hide pants may do
margin for error. Even now, with such
something for a
scientific equipment at their disposal, moose, but they do
the men holding forth on T.V. are by no
little for a human.
means infallible.

“

Firstly, they bag at
the knees and in the
seat, so much so
that anyone wearing
them is visible quite
some time before
he has rounded a
corner by his ‘nobby’
knees.

Of the Linehan family only one, Ida,
now Mrs. Fred Reed, is still in the district.
But let us continue down the road from
the swimming hole towards Whitecourt.
We pass the Mohl place, then comes the
homestead of one, Fred Hassan, a man of
short stature who did not appreciate being called “Shorty”, as almost everyone is
wont to do under such circumstances. He
subsequently moved to Whitecourt and
cheerfully accepted the honorary title of
“Mayor”, in the full realization that being addressed

Introducing Indoor
Digital Advertising for
Small Business

OZ Media has obtained the
software and is gaining the
expertise to help bring this
fast growing marketing tool to
Whitecourt for small businesses.
See sample at Dynamic Esso

Call 780-778-3949 for
more information

Opposite the Olson holdings on the
farm of Art Weir, a man by the name of
Jim Miller (not the Western Construction & Lumber Co. Ltd. founder, who
came later), had set up a lumber sawing
unit, and at this same time the Stewart
Family, also moved in to assist with the
lumbering operations.

Tom Stewart and his wife were true
‘Old-timers’ who had spent all their lives
in the west, and on coming here they
brought a large family, including one
married son Bob, who also had a large
family. Of the family of Tom Stewart the
author remembers Tom, Howard, Norman, Lyle and Doll who had each been,
at some time or other, associated with
Jim Miller’s operations. Norman still resides here. Moving north again, we pass the homestead of Oscar Torgerson and that of Frank Selleck,
both of which had recently been purchased by the
Townsite Company.

”

On the left bank of the McLeod River, (although
the only method of direct approach was to ford the
river), we find Fred Smith and Jim Harrop farming.
Now proceeding south on the west bank of the
McLeod River, and down what is now known as the
Edson Road or Peers Road, although this road did
not exist at the time of which we write, we first of
all come to the farm of Syd Skogman, almost directly
opposite the Allendale Ferry crossing. Thereafter the
homestead of Cyril Reay and the Methune place. Directly opposite, or nearly so, the farm of one, Dave
Allen. And here let the author pay tribute to one of
the all-time greats in the story telling line.
Dave was from Missouri, and the tall tales he told
were a never ending source of delight to most of his
friends and neighbors. Quite in keeping with the pioneer spirit he exemplified so well, Dave wore a pair of
moose hide pants, something not too uncommon at
(Continued on page 11)
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that time. Now moose hide pants may do something
for a moose, but they do little for a human. Firstly,
they bag at the knees and in the seat, so much so
that anyone wearing them is visible quite some time
before he has rounded a corner by his ‘nobby’ knees.
The same situation is obtained after he has negotiated the corner, only this time his seat is still visible!
Unfortunately all the modern methods of counteracting all this bagging tendency such as ‘Never-press’,
permanent crease, sanfordising and ‘drip-dry’ were
still a long way off. Also the pants developed a shine
from constant wear, and while it could be said that
one might be able to shine in a pair of moose hide
pants, the figure of speech must be taken in its strictly literal sense. Dave’s pants were of ample girth and
bagginess, and as one looked at him it might be concluded that all that was required was a coonskin cap
to complete the picture.
Dave’s place was however, a real gathering place
and no wonder. The entertainment was good, the
hospitality perfect, the atmosphere redolent with
the odor of natural leaf tobacco which was used for
both smoking and chewing. Also Dave was a specialist in the art of serving and concocting baking powder
biscuits, which somehow had more appeal than bannock, (a similar product baked in one slab using much
the same ingredients). The utmost in bannock, the
author was informed on many occasions, was “blue
streak bannock”, although what the blue streak actually did for bannock was never explained. But to get
back to Dave and his biscuits. He would mix the ingredients in a wash basin and then proceed to do the
stirring with his finger. If perchance a stem from the
leaf tobacco he was chewing should get lodged in his
molars or underneath his tongue, he interrupted the
stirring meanwhile, while he fished out the offending
stem with his stirring finger. When the stem had been
removed Dave would continue stirring, after having
wiped his finger on his moose hide pants!
Everyone spoke highly of Dave’s baking powder
biscuits, and no one, as far as we know, even had,
what to-day is referred to as “upset stomach” and for
which they constantly bombard us with cures.
Check out the Whitecourt Public Library for more
on Whitecourt & area’s history.
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bookkeeping & tax specialists

personal, business & corporate tax returns

~ Open Year Round ~

780-778-2612

W E H AV E
M OVE D
N o w a t Uni t 2B
4213 42 Ave ,
B y RC M P Sho p &
Upto wn Ti mmi e ’s
Top 5 Reasons to Advertise in the
Community Advisor

1. Support a Truly Free Press. The Advisor has
ground breaking political columns that help keep
alive the concept of a truly free press. We also have
local news, bad jokes, history, puzzles etc., so that
there is something for everyone.
2. Quarterly Production. You can consistently
advertise for a fraction of the cost of a weekly. For
example, you can pay just $179.80 a year for a 1/8
page B&W Ad.
3. Total Market Coverage. We cover Whitecourt's
trading area. Every month, approximately 2,000 copies
of the Community Advisor are sent to Blue Ridge, Fox
Creek, Mayerthorpe, Swan Hills and Whitecourt. We
also drop off 1,250 additional copies at coffee shops
etc.
4 Our handy booklet format. It costs significantly
more to produce, but it means your advertisement is
likely to stay in circulation longer.
5. Find the OZ Contest. We give away monthly
prizes, with a grand year end price of a laptop to
readers who study our ads to find a hidden OZ.

Community Advisor
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Canada Safety
Council Courses

ATV, UTV & Snowmobile

"Whitecourt's First Luxury Spa"

Whitecourt Outdoor Ltd.

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

www.whitecourtatv.com

Book Appointments by Phone: 780-778-3552
www.divinespawellnesscenter.com

780-778-9339

Bad Joke Day at the Library

A chicken walks up to the desk at the Whitecourt
Library and say, “Buk Buk BUK.” Dave decides that
the chicken desires three books, and passes out
three three that are ready for discard…and the
chicken leaves shortly thereafter.

Whitecourt
Work Wear & Ladies Boutique

Just
In Time For
Spring

Around midday, the chicken returns to the circulation desk appearing vexed and says, “Buk Buk
BuKKOOK!” The librarian passes out three more of
the old books.
In the early afternoon, the chicken approaches
the librarian once again, looking very annoyed and
say, “Buk Buk Buk Buk Bukkooook!” Dave is now a
little suspicious of this chicken. He processes the
request a he is still under the limit, and decides to
follow him to see what’s going on.
The chicken goes down the street and enters
Rotary Park. Dave slips behind the Pavilion to see
what happens. The chicken then starts throwing
the books in Rotary Pond, where where a frog was
calling, “Rrredit Rrredit Rrredit…!”

Come See Our New Arrivals
For the whole family!

Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781
Mon to Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 10 - 6

1 Hour Lab

Glasses in an hour!
Our Services Include:
Visual & Ocular Health
Examinations
Contact Lens Fittings &
Optomap® Retinal Scan for
Diabetic Patients

• Single vision RX • Some exceptions apply
• By appointment only
Continued Care
Ocular Disease Co-management
- Cataracts - Glaucoma
- Macular Degeneration
- Diabetic Retinopathy

Call our office to book an appointment today!
5115 - 49th Street • Fax: 780-706-3592

Dr. Brittany Shewchuk & Dr. Omar Houchaimi

780-706-3544
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Thank you to our farmers.

The power of one member,
one vote
What if Rural Electrification Association (REA)
co-op members “owned” their power?

One of the advantages we gain through our
work as a Federation, is a bird’s eye view of
the whole electricity landscape and how it is
changing in Alberta right now. We get to
evaluate what’s going on and advocate strongly for member REAs. We could
not do this without our board, and our members, who step up regularly together to help steer REA co-ops in the right direction.
Imagine the kind of momentum we might achieve if a broad swath of REA
members also stepped up and truly owned their power to speak, to act, and to
vote for what they think is best for rural electricity? Fewer people today seem
to be convinced their ownership in their co-op can change the course of
events. And so, to start off 2018, we are revisiting the basic idea of democratic
ownership. How do we live up to that key cooperative principle, Democratic
Member Control? At the most basic level, a co-op is a democratic business.
Yes, a business – but a democratic one that operates for the collective good of
its members. Co-ops around the world are based on the principle of democratic ownership.

Thank you to our rural power
co-ops for lighting the way.

Alberta has a rich history of setting up co-ops so that rural Albertans could
work together democratically to meet their own needs, with their own customized services, with the benefit of having their own capital flow back into
their co-op and community. Co-ops start when people see that a need is not
being met, or a problem solved through private interest or public service
alone. That vacuum causes people to join forces and pool resources (talent,
time, money) to deliver their own services. We are familiar with the historic co
-op story of people joining together to get the power on in rural Alberta.
(check out Country Power – The Electrical Revolution in Rural Alberta)
Cooperation needs to be ongoing, however. Like an old building that slowly
crumbles from no maintenance, a co-op will suffer if bylaws grow irrelevant,
finances go unmanaged, laws pass unnoticed, competitors move in, and members lose interest. A valuable community asset will be sold off and closed, its
value permanently lost. A co-op does not thrive indefinitely without more
members stepping up to participate as rightful owners of their business.
At the heart of it, it’s a matter of member-owners believing they each have the
personal power to make a difference. When people act together on this belief,
history has shown the effect can be… well, dynamite. What if more members
believed, more often, what well-known author, Dr. Seuss, advises even our
children? “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to
get better. It's not.” As hard as we are working right now together as a Federation, what would happen if every REA co-op member decided to
own their power?
Sponsored by the Alberta Federation of REAs
www.afrea.ab.ca

Representation ~ Engagement ~ Advocacy

There are many ways to answer the
question, why do co-ops matter?
But the most basic is this:
~ Democratic Ownership ~
You are a member AND an owner.

PAGE 14
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protesters’ manifesto would list their goals as: increase world carbon output; degrade human rights;
increase the danger of moving oil within Canada,
make it harder for our farmers to compete and
cause significant overall damage to the Canadian
economy while churning and burning resources
needlessly fueling protest events. This is a very well
thought out strategy, if you are aligned with a group
that seeks to destroy Canadian influence and values
on the world stage. Less economic power naturally
translates to lessened international prestige.
It’s not just decreased production that is hurting Canada’s oil economy. The shipping bottle neck
has led to an increasing gap between Canadian and
world oil prices. Western Canadian heavy crude’s
price discount to WTI widened to the most in three
years, at US$23, after Enbridge announced a new
rationing of space in parts of its Mainline network,
which is used to carry most of the crude Canada
exports to the United States. Economists estimate
the roughly US$24 per barrel discount between
Western Canada Select and West Texas Intermediate oil prices will erase $15.6 billion from the Canadian economy this year.
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dation has granted $40 million to 100 Canadian antipipeline organizations who, in return, have done a
fine job of constraining the Canadian economy and
saving money for American buyers of Canadian oil.

This is not an attack on the Yankee traders. In
a competitive business, you take advantage of a
competitor’s weakness, or foolhardiness, or your
business suffers. It’s not their fault the current regime in Ottawa is so clueless regarding dismissive
of standing up for the true economic interests of
Canadians, and especially Albertans. While the
Feds have given the Kinder Morgan pipeline the
go ahead, they are noticeably silent regarding the
challenges to the project. Although the law is being broken, and most Canadians want more pipeline capacity, our constitutional democracy is given
second billing to special interest groups.

Even the Kinder Morgan permission was given
due to the uproar caused by the Feds sabotaging the
TransCanada Energy East pipeline. This was done by
imposing both upstream and downstream costs on
the project, making it unfeasible. Upstream emissions are the greenhouse gases created in generating the product. Downstream emissions are the
greenhouse gases created when the product is used.
It gets worse. The lack of pipeline capacity has Tracking every barrel of oil transported to its final
led to declines in high paying oil jobs and the re- end use is of course impossible. As silly as it sounds,
lated service industries. The U.S. rig count contin- TransCanada would theoretically be responsible for
ues to rise while Canadian rig counts continue their being aware of and calibrating the year and make of
decline. The number of oil rigs in the United States a vehicle that used a pint of their oil in Wuhu China.
increased by 4 in the week of this publication, for a Bureaucrats might not demand such answers, but
total of 804 active oil wells in the US—a figure that they would hold the business hostage to this idiocy.
is 152 more rigs than this time last year. The oil and
gas rig count in the United States has increased by
Meanwhile for the proposed air fuel terminal in
71 in 2018. Meanwhile, Canada continued its se- Montreal East and a liquid natural gas port facility in
vere losing streak, with a decrease of 58 oil and gas the Saguenay region, the Quebec ministry of the enrigs, after losing 54 rigs on top of last week, and a vironment has decided that these two projects, with
29-rig loss the week before. At 161 total rigs, Cana- the potential for thousands of jobs between them,
da now has 84 fewer rigs than it did a year ago.
won’t have to meet both “upstream” and “downstream” emissions tests before being approved. The
It is worth pointing out here that much of the Feds gave the excuse that the downstream emisopposition to pipelines in Canada is funded by orga- sions requirement was only for projects which were
nizations based south of the border. An American or- initiated after 2016, and the Energie Saguenay projganization, 350.org, has boasted in its annual report ect was proposed in 2014. They did not mention the
that “1,000 people were trained in civil disobedience fact that the TransCanada Energy East project was
practices, and 99 youths were arrested in Ottawa first proposed in 2013. It is as if the federal governprotesting the pipeline.” The U.S. based Tides Foun(Continued on page 15)
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ment has grown shameless
in its discrimination against
some provinces.
Not surprisingly, the inhabitants of this province
are in the process of reconsidering the conditions of
confederation. A survey of
1,200 Albertans suggests
the majority of people are
upset about Canada’s “unfair” system of equalization.
They also feel that nothing
will change regardless of
who is running the country.
The poll shows that
60 per cent of Albertans
feel that no matter who’s
in charge in Ottawa, other
parts of Canada will always
be looked after first. In fact,
70 per cent of survey participants said that Canada’s system of equalization
payments is unfair to Albertans. Only seven per
cent of respondents strongly disagreed with the
statement. This calls for a review of the Canadian
constitution and provincial rights.

780-778-0873

Some of those commenting on the matter accused Trudeau of hating Alberta. The reasons were
varied, with one saying “they hate Alberta because
Peter Lougheed stood up to Trudeau Sr. in the NEP in
the 70’s. Another respondent echoes with “The root
cause for the Alberta hate by the Trudeaus’ began
with Pierre, whose hate was very personal because
he felt personally humiliated. He was bested and
out-maneuvered by Alberta Premier Peter Lougheed
during the NEP and other on-going constitutional
federal/provincial issues.” Perhaps the closest to
the truth was the reader who stated Trudeau “hates
Alberta and Albertans in general. A strong, Alberta controlled oil industry also doesn’t sit well with
the grand scheme of the New World Order. One of
the first people to come meet with prime minister
Trudeau was George Soros, this man who holds a
permanent seat in the secretive Bilderberg Group.”

I had previously never considered the idea that
a deep hatred of Alberta on the part of the Eastern
elite was a significant part of the problem. However,
on reading the above, and reflecting on other world
events, hatred does indeed seem to be a motivation of those and their often indoctrinated proxies
who favour involuntary collectivism over individual
rights. The antics of antifa is one illustration of this,
while at therebel.ca there is a video of a meeting of
eastern financiers that contains a telling comment
from the chair. He was informed most of the Canadian economy was doing well, in 2015 except for Alberta. He commented: “Who cares about Alberta”.
I would also say the root cause of the Eastern
elite hatred for Alberta goes back much further
than Lougheed. Alberta became a last stand and
refuge for some from the great American populist movement of the late 1800’s. These reformers,
such as Henry Wise Wood and Whitecourt’s own
J.W. Leedy, played pivotal roles in forming the dissident UFA and Social Credit governments of Alberta.
In summary, t4he majority of Albertans who feel
this province will never get a fair shake from our
current confederation would look to be correct.
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Funding Infrastructure: Why
China Is Running Circles
Around America (& Canada)
by Ellen Brown

If you
enjoy receiving
information that
doesn’t reach
the mainstream
press...
Please visit or call our
sponsors from these
pages.

In essence, Canada is sacrificing it’s standard of living to a
system of money creation that is
extremely unjust; amongst other
shortcomings. As our economy
weakens, so does our standing
on the world stage, and with it our Canadian values that tend towards global harmony and international peacekeeping.
“One Belt, One Road,” China’s $1 trillion infrastructure initiative, is a massive undertaking of
highways, pipelines, transmission lines, ports, power stations, fiber optics, and railroads connecting
China to Central Asia, Europe and Africa. According
to Dan Slane, a former advisor in President Trump’s
transition team, “It is the largest infrastructure
project initiated by one nation in the history of the
world and is designed to enable China to become
the dominant economic power in the world.” In a
January 29th article titled “Trump’s Plan a Recipe
for Failure, Former Infrastructure Advisor Says,” he
added, “If we don’t get our act together very soon,
we should all be brushing up on our Mandarin.”

private partnerships, which as Slane notes are not
suitable for many of the most critical infrastructure
projects, since they lack the sort of ongoing funding stream such as a toll or fee that would attract
private investors. Public-private partnerships also
drive up costs compared to financing with municipal bonds.

On Monday, February 12th, President Trump’s own infrastructure iniIn any case, as Yves Smith observes,
Public-private private equity firms are not much intertiative was finally unveiled. Perhaps
to trump China’s $1 trillion megapartnerships
ested in public assets; and to the extent
project, the Administration has now
that they are, they are more interested
also drive up
upped the ante from $1 trillion to $1.5
in privatizing existing infrastructure
costs compared
trillion, or at least so the initiative is
than in funding the new development
billed. But as Donald Cohen observes
to financing with that is at the heart of the president’s
in The American Prospect, it’s really municipal bonds.
plan. Moreover, local officials and local
only $200 billion, the sole sum that is
businessmen are now leery of privato come from federal funding; and it’s
tization deals. They know the price of
not even that after factoring in the billions in tax quick cash is to be bled dry with user charges and
cuts in infrastructure-related projects. The rest of profit guarantees.
the $1.5 trillion is to come from cities, states, and
private investors; and since city and state coffers
The White House says its initiative is not a takeare depleted, that chiefly means private investors. it-or-leave-it proposal but is the start of a negotiaThe focus of the Administration’s plan is on public-
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tion, and that the president is “open to new sources
of funding.” But no one in Congress seems to have
a viable proposal. Perhaps it is time to look more
closely at how China does it . . . .

China’s Secret Funding Source: The Deep
Pocket of Its State-owned Banks

PAGE 17

easing happens when the People’s Bank of
China adds riskier assets to its balance sheet
– such as by relending to the agriculture sector and small businesses and offering cheap
loans for low-return infrastructure projects
– while maintaining a normal pace of balance-sheet expansion [loan creation]. . . .

The purpose of China’s qualitative
While American politicians argue
easing is to provide affordable fiWhere do the
endlessly about where to find the
nancing to select sectors, and it rebanks get the
money, China has been forging full
flects Beijing’s intention to dictate
steam ahead with its mega-projects. A money? Basically, interest rates for some sectors, Citicase in point is its 12,000 miles of highgroup’s economists said. They addthey print it.
speed rail, built in a mere decade while
ed that while such a policy would
American politicians were still trying to
also put inflationary pressure on
fund much more modest rail projects. The money
the economy, the impact is less pronounced
largely came from loans from China’s state-owned
than the U.S.-style quantitative easing.
banks. The country’s five largest banks are majority-owned by the central government, and they lend
Among the targets of these surgical strikes
principally to large, state-owned enterprises.
with central bank financing is the One Belt, One
Road initiative. According to a May 2015 article in
Where do the banks get the money? Basically,
(Continued on page 21)
they print it. Not directly. Not obviously. But as the
Bank of England has acknowledged, banks do not
merely recycle existing deposits but actually create
the money they lend by writing it into their borrowers’ deposit accounts. Incoming deposits are
needed to balance the books, but at some point
these deposits originated in the deposit accounts
of other banks; and since the Chinese government
owns most of the country’s banks, it can aim this
funding fire hose at its most pressing national
needs.
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SHARED
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Business on a Budget

China’s central bank, the People’s Bank of China, issues money for infrastructure in an even more
direct way. It has turned to an innovative form of
quantitative easing in which liquidity is directed
not at propping up the biggest banks but at “surgical strikes” into the most productive sectors of the
economy. Citigroup chief economist Willem Buiter
calls this “qualitative easing” to distinguish it from
the quantitative easing engaged in by Western central banks. According to a 2014 Wall Street Journal
article:
In China’s context, such so-called qualitative
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Little Big Fort • Tim & Patsy Imbery

780-779-5288
Little Adventures Lead To Big Smiles!
Tuesday - Sunday
Tues 9-7
Fri - 9-10
Sun - 9-4

Ph: 780-778-6303

4915-51 Ave, 1-800-661-8242

MIDTOWN MALL
Drop by and have fun in a bully free environment!
Volunteers needed

UCP nominations roll in
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ring. It would be surprising if West Yellowhead does
not also attract more contestants.

With an provincial election expected in spring
of 2019, the nomination process for the new UnitThe results of the last provincial election, and
ed Conservative Party is picking up speed around
the
new UCP political party, has created a bit of a
the province.
open playing field, compared to the nomination
In our West Yellowhead constituency, process in a political dynasty, which had many inWhitecourt mayor Maryann Chickak has declared cumbents as shoe-ins for a constituency nominafor the UCP nomination. In other ridings, such as tion. A further incentive of course is that the UCP
Spruce Grove-Stony Plain and Peace River, multiple nominee will likely be the favourite to win election,
candidates have already thrown their hat into the should current public sentiment against the NDP
continue.

Spring is in full bloom. Hop on down to

If Hearts Could Speak
Whitecourt's Original Gift Store

• Home Decor • Ladie’s Clothing • Garden Accessories & Much More!

Dear Winter,

I'm Breaking up with you.

I think it's time to see other seasons.

Summer

is hotter than you...
If Hearts Could Speak
5014 - 50 Street Next to Servus Credit Union

Follow us on Facebook 780.778.5430
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New offensive on Canada

The quarterly MNP Ltd. consumer debt index
survey finds 43 per cent of Canadians say they’re
In her article “Fox in the Hen House: Why Inter- feeling the effects of higher interest rates, up five
est Rates Are Rising”, monetary expert Ellen Brown percentage points from three months ago.
points out that the reasons given for why the U.S.
MNP Ltd. has more than 50 Licensed Insolvency
Fed raises rates (and thus help push up rates in
Canada), do not hold water. Ostensibly, rising inter- Trustees serving more than 200 resident and satelest rates are meant to stem inflation, but since in- lite offices across the country.
terest is built into the costs of almost everything in
The poll also said 51 per cent of respondents
the economy, higher interest rates add to inflation;
until a bankruptcy wipes the debt clean (and dev- fear rising interest rates could impact their ability
astates individuals and countries). Meanwhile the to repay their debts, while 33 per cent agreed that
privately owned banks, who dominate the board of rising interest rates could possibly push them tothe U.S. Fed, reap bonus profits from higher inter- wards bankruptcy.
est, before obtaining real assets at pennies on the
Forty-seven per cent said they do not believe
dollar after a bankruptcy. In short, a kinder gentler
pillaging than being physically invaded and dispos- they’ll be able to cover all living and family expenses in
sessed. The old way was force, the new way is the the next 12 months without going into further debt.
fraud, by banksters who create money from thin
The survey finds just under half of respondents
air, and lend it out at compound interest.
are $200 or less away from insolvency at the end of
U.S. Revolutionary and later president Thomas the month.
Jefferson said the truth on this a long ago. “I sincerely believe that banking establishments are
more dangerous than standing armies, and that
the principle of spending money to be paid by posterity, under the name of funding, is but swindling
futurity on a large scale.”

The poll comes ahead of the Bank of Canada’s
interest rate announcement, where it was decided
not to raise interest rates again. Apparently, the
debt merchants are not yet ready for another economic meltdown.

This quote has been verified and comes from a
letter that Jefferson wrote to a man named John
Taylor in 1816.

The central bank has raised its key interest rate
target three times since last summer, moves that
have prompted the big banks to raise their prime
lending rates.

From the Internet – A new poll suggests a growing proportion of Canadians say they are feeling the
affects of higher interest rates.

The latest MNP poll was done between March
12 and March 16, 2018 and included a sample of
2,001 Canadians that were interviewed online.
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WORLD GEOGRAPHY QUIZ

WORD SEARCH

Get out your Atlas or Google Maps
1. Provided below is either the capital city or the country/
state/province of that capital. What is EITHER the missing
capital OR missing country/state/province: India
2. What is the closest body of water (river, bay, sea, or
ocean) to the below city/country/island?
Gdansk Poland
3. The Kalahari desert takes up a large part of:
Kenya, Botswana, Somalia, South Africa

SUDOKU PUZZLE
APRIL
BASEBALL
DAFFODILS
EARTHWORMS
EASTER
EQUINOX
FLOWERS
FROGS

GOLF
GREEN
GROWTH
INSECTS
LILIES
MARCH
MAY
PLANTING

MAKE A PAIR

RAIN
ROBINS
SEASON
SNOWMELT
TULIPS
WARMER
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to-GDP ratio and a “bad debt” problem, meaning
its banks have too many “non-performing” loans.
But according to financial research strategist Chen
Zhao in a Harvard review called “China: A Bullish
Case,” these factors are being misinterpreted and
need not be cause for alarm. China has a high debt
to GDP ratio because most Chinese businesses
are funded through loans rather than through the
stock market, as in the US; and China’s banks are
able to engage in massive lending because the
Chinese chiefly save their money in banks rather
than investing it in the stock market, providing the
deposit base to back this extensive lending. As for
China’s public “debt,” most of it is money created
on bank balance sheets for economic stimulus.
Zhao writes:

Bloomberg:

Instead of turning the liquidity sprinkler on full-throttle for the whole garden, the PBOC is aiming its hose at specific parts. The latest innovations include
plans to bolster the market for local government bonds and the recapitalisation
of policy banks so they can boost lending to government-favoured projects. . . .
Policymakers have sought to bolster credit
for small and medium-sized enterprises,
and borrowers supporting the goals of the
communist leadership, such as the One Belt,
One Road initiative developing infrastructure along China’s old Silk Road trade routes.

“Non-Performing Loans” or
“Helicopter Money for Infrastructure”?
Money that Need Not Be Repaid
Critics say China has a dangerously high debt-

During the 2008-09 financial crisis, the U.S.
government deficit shot up to about 10
percent of GDP due to bail-out programs
like the TARP. In contrast, the Chinese government deficit during that period didn’t
change much. However, Chinese bank loan
(Continued on page 22)

We can take old vehicles & make them look new
with our steam cleaning, quick, fresh
odour eliminator & power polish!

Small & medium size
Start at $ 119 .99 + tax
Truck & SUV
Start at $ 169 .99 + tax
Mini van
Start at $ 189 .99 + tax

We also offer tar removal!

Ryan and his staff have years of experience!
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growth shot up to 40 percent while loan
growth in the U.S. collapsed. These contrasting pictures suggest that most of China’s four trillion RMB stimulus package was
carried out by its state-owned banks. . . .
The so-called “bad debt problem” is effectively a consequence of Beijing’s fiscal projects and thus should be treated as such.

SPRING 2018

sovereign risk is extremely low. Importantly, the balance sheets of the Chinese
state-owned banks, the government and
the People’s Bank of China are all interconnected. Under these circumstances, a
debt crisis in China is almost impossible.

Chinese state-owned banks are not going to
need a Wall Street-style bailout from the government. They are the government, and the Chinese
government has a massive global account surplus.
It is not going bankrupt any time soon.

China calls this government bank financing
“lending” rather than “money printing,” but the effect is very similar to
what European central bankers are
What about the risk of inflation?
Chinese statecalling “helicopter money” for infraowned banks are As noted by the Citigroup economists,
structure – central bank-generated
Chinese-style “qualitative easing”
money that does not need to be re- not going to need
is actually less inflationary than the
paid. If the Chinese loans get repaid, a Wall Street-style bank-focused “quantitative easing”
great; but if they don’t, it’s not considengaged in by Western central banks.
bailout from the
ered a problem. Like helicopter monAnd Western-style QE has barely sucgovernment.
ey, the non-performing loans merely
ceeded in reaching the Fed’s 2 percent
leave extra money circulating in the
inflation target. For 2017, the Chinese
marketplace, creating the extra “demand” needed inflation rate was a modest 1.8 percent.
to fill the gap between GDP and consumer purchasing power, something that is particularly necessary
What to Do When Congress Won’t Act
in an economy that is contracting due to shrinking
global markets following the 2008-09 crisis.
Rather than regarding China as a national security threat and putting our resources into reIn a December 2017 article in the Financial building our military defenses, we might be further
Times called “Stop Worrying about Chinese Debt, ahead studying its successful economic policies
a Crisis Is Not Brewing”, Zhao expanded on these and adapting them to rebuilding our own crumconcepts, writing:
bling roads and bridges before it is too late. The US
government could set up a national infrastructure
[S]o-called credit risk in China is, in fact,
bank that lends just as China’s big public banks do,
sovereign risk. The Chinese government
or the Federal Reserve could do qualitative easing
often relies on bank credit to finance govfor infrastructure as the PBOC does. The main roadernment stimulus programmes. . . . China’s
(Continued on page 23)
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tion by public-private partnerships, state and local
block to those solutions seems to be political. They governments would do well to give the BND model
would kill the privatization cash cow of the vested further study.
interests calling the shots behind the scenes.
Ellen Brown is an attorney, chairman of the Public
What alternatives are left for cash-strapped Banking Institute, and author of twelve books includstate and local governments? Unlike the Fed, they ing Web of Debt and The Public Bank Solution. Her
cannot issue money directly; but they can establish 300+ blog articles are posted at EllenBrown.com.
their own banks. Fifty percent of the cost of infra“True terror is to wake up one morning and
structure is financing, so having their own banks
would allow them to cut the cost of infrastructure realize that your high school class is running the
nearly in half. The savings on infrastructure proj- country.” - Kurt Vonnegut on getting older.
ects with an income stream could then be used to
fund those critically necessary projects that lack an
income stream.
For a model, they can look to the century-old
Bank of North Dakota (BND), currently the naGive us a call at 780-778-3949 for options,
tion’s only publicly-owned depository bank. The
including refurbished, new and with Win 7 that
BND makes 2 percent loans to local communities
includes a future option to upgrade to Win 10
for infrastructure, far below the 12 percent average sought by private equity firms. Yet as noted in
a November 2014 Wall Street Journal article, the
BND is more profitable than Goldman Sachs and
JPMorgan Chase. Before submitting to exploita-
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1) abhorrent
2) termagant
3) midriff
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Bringing you the news that the mainstream misses.
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“The theory of the free press
is not that the truth will
be presented completely
or perfectly in any one
instance, but that the
truth will emerge from free
discussion”
- Walter Lippman

ALSO PLACED IN Whitecourt RESTAURANTS,
WAITING ROOMS, ETC.

1) corn meal
2) long document
3) shells

Word Jumble
1) HULA
2) SATYR
3) IMPACT
4) WEATHER

World Geography
1) New Delhi
2) Baltic Sea
3) Botswana
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5 585027 RR112 (Robison Rd)

259,000

$

3 Sakwatamau

Great price on a fixer upper in a nice area of town. There are
5 bedrooms and 3 baths. This would be perfect for the handy
couple, who would like to see their home improve with their
efforts. There is also a garage with a large workbench and
fenced yard. The yard is complete with mature trees and
shrubs. Back alley access is available for additional parking.

D
L
O
S

Minutes from town, yet a private setting! In addition to the
comfortable indoor layout of this home, there is a some
great outside space, with a firepit, natural gas bbq, fenced
in garden and greenhouse, and a separate fenced in dog
area. The 24x24 garage is heated and there are 3 sheds, one
with the potential to turn into a mobile office. The house is
in excellent condition with updates that include furnace, hot
water tank, shingles, kitchen cupboards, countertops, flooring
throughout the home, stainless steel appliances, trim, doors,
and ceiling. A central VAC helps keep it all tidy. There is also a
wood fireplace upstairs for those winter nights and a large rec
space downstairs for other indoor activities. MLS#45597

NEW E
C
PRI

264,900

$

66 Gunderson Drive

Nice, newer, 1520 sq. ft. home on it’s own land. Say goodbye
and to lot rent. There is a nice open floor plan for the living/
dining/kitchen area, great for entertaining. The gourmet
kitchen has a two tier island and dark expresso cabinets.
The Master bedroom comes with a walk-in closet and a
4pc ensuite with a Jacuzzi tub. The other 3 bedrooms can
support a large family or be repurposed for an office, den &
guest room, or there is even the possibility of a home based
business, subject to approval. You also get a separate laundry
room with space for storage. Outside there is a south facing
7’ x 48’ deck overlooking the landscaped lot. It’s all there, in
a great location close to the new St. Joes school and other
amenities. MLS#45059

$

189,900

#303, 4330 A - 55 Ave., Whitecourt

Two bedroom, one bath, condo is well situated on the top
floor of the 12 unit complex. Features include a gas fireplace,
air conditioning and elevator access. Each unit is self contained
with laundry facilities and private balcony. MLS#44043

Dan Parker
REALTOR®
780-779-6568

