
Mon-Fri:9 to 6, Sat:11 to 4

780-778-8808
Corner Hwy 43 & 

32 South

Whitecourt 
Auto Sales

See Back for 
detai ls on our 

stock

CIRC. 3,250CIRC. 3,250June 2017 — VOL. 15  NO. 6June 2017 — VOL. 15  NO. 6

BASIC INCOMEBASIC INCOME
& ALBERTA& ALBERTA

sangstersafety.com
Bus: 780-706-2046  
Fax: 780-778-2297

FREEFREE
TTake One ake One 

MediaAdvisorAdvisor
CommunityCommunity
SpeakingSpeaking
Truth toTruth to
PowerPower

Raelynn Hamoen stands in front of a Prolife display on Raelynn Hamoen stands in front of a Prolife display on 
Dahl Drive. I couldn’t help but vizualize this vibrant young Dahl Drive. I couldn’t help but vizualize this vibrant young 
lady as one of the fl ags in the ground. Statistics show the lady as one of the fl ags in the ground. Statistics show the 
majority of abortions are caused by fi nancial pressures. majority of abortions are caused by fi nancial pressures. 
One more very good reason to create an empowering basic One more very good reason to create an empowering basic 
income for one and all in the opinion of  this writer (see income for one and all in the opinion of  this writer (see 
page 5 for more).  Choice is not really choice if it is bounded page 5 for more).  Choice is not really choice if it is bounded 
by completely unnecessary fi nancial constraints. by completely unnecessary fi nancial constraints. 

We can do better than Ontario’s We can do better than Ontario’s • • 
Basic Income test  -  p. 5Basic Income test  -  p. 5
A Salute to Whitecourt’s Pioneers A Salute to Whitecourt’s Pioneers • • 
continues - p. 2continues - p. 2
Ellen Brown - More about what’s Ellen Brown - More about what’s • • 
really going on with banks p. 18really going on with banks p. 18

www.CommunityAdvisor.NETwww.CommunityAdvisor.NET

See our Ad 
on page 5 

for Services. 
And Happy 

Father’s 
Day to one 

and all!

We Offer We Offer 

HIGH SPEED INTERNETHIGH SPEED INTERNET 
For Whitecourt, Fox Creek, For Whitecourt, Fox Creek, 

Swan Hills & Surrounding Area

WHITECOURT COMMUNICATIONS

780-778-3778

Authorized Dealer

Sales, Rentals 
& Installations

Win A
Laptop!
See Page 11

Open 10 am to 11 pm Daily
Mounta in  Shopping Str ip  778-8989

COLDEST BEERCOLDEST BEER
ON THE PLANET ON THE PLANET   
We have a large selection of beer 

& wine to choose from!

66
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  Providing Leaf Guard & 5” Continuous Eavestroughing!
  Siding   Soffi ts   Fascia   Window & Door 
Capping   Metal Roof & Wall Installation 

 Custom Metal Detail
Residential & Commercial

Phone: 780-706-9255 • Fax: 780-778-6168

Many Colour Options Available. 

Kevin's Floorcovering

780-779-8040
E: hong.lai@yahoo.com

Kevin's Floorcovering

Call Hong for a FREE Estimate!

Residential & 
CommercialWCB Insured

• Final Clean after Construction & Renovation
• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Fence & Deck Painting • Grass Cutting & Yard Work, 
including Edger Work! LANDSCAPING

• Window, Fabric & Carpet Cleaning • Floor Waxing

SPRING &SPRING &
SUMMERSUMMER

CLEANINGCLEANING

OFFOFF

Inside & 
Outside

15%

(Continued on page 2)

From Sagitiwa to Whitecourt
- A Salute to the Pioneers - Part 3

By Jerry Graham. Thank you to John Dahl and the late 
Vic Young for their help in obtaining original manuscript.

Threshing crew at work, House Mountain area, 
early 1920

What, the reader may well ask, contributed to the 
economy of Whitecourt, and what justifi ed the establish-
ing of even a hamlet at that period? Candidly it would 
be diffi cult to say. True, there was some farming, cattle 
and hog raising on a limited scale as remoteness from 
markets dictated, trapping of fur bearing animals on a 
fairly large scale, the area being regarded of suffi cient 
importance in this fi eld to warrant the establishment of a 
Hudson’s Bay Post at one time. The Post had been aban-
doned however a number of years before the author’s 
arrival.

Another factor was no doubt that ever present op-
timism that consistently compels Western Canadians to 
face the future in the fi rm belief that this is a “great next 
year’s country”.

 Gold Nails
For Ladies, Men & Couples

780.778.4879
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

Midtown Mall • Hours Mon. to Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-5

Gift Certificates Available

$$1010
OFFOFF

Our June Specials!

Herbal Herbal 
PediPedi

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

‘WHAT’S IN A 
WHITECOURT NAME’

 CONTEST!!!
Test your knowledge of Whitecourt. 
Make a list of the pioneers described in From 
Sagitawa to Whitecourt and the street names, 

institutions or other facilities that have been named 
after these pioneers. At the end of the series, 

complete lists will be eligible for a draw.
Prizes to be announced!!!!

• Acrylic Nails  
• Gel Nails • Gel Toes 
• Nail Art Designs  
• Stamp & Design
• Herbal Pedi 
• Hot Stone Pedi 

• Shellac Gel Polish
• Body Waxing  
• Paraffin Wax 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Spa Manicure
• Foot & Hand Massage 

SECURE ON-SITE DOCUMENTSECURE ON-SITE DOCUMENT

780.778.0873780.778.0873

Herman HansenHerman Hansen    
Locally Owned & Operated  Locally Owned & Operated  

$8 per 
Bankers Box

Call Today!

SCHEDULEDSCHEDULED  
 Stay on top of  Stay on top of 

your offi  ce paper fl owyour offi  ce paper fl ow
ONE TIMEONE TIME  

 Great for offi  ce clean outs or year end!

Choose Choose 
Your Your 

Service: Service: 

SHREDDING SERVICESHREDDING SERVICE

Great for offi  ce clean ts or yeGreat for offi  ce clean ouoooooooo ts or ye
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Protein & Pre-Workout Supplements!Protein & Pre-Workout Supplements!Protein & Pre-Workout Supplements!

• 24 Hour Card Lock •
5011 - 50 Ave • 780-778-1865 • Email: nitro24@live.ca

• Drop-In, Monthly, Quarterly & Yearly Rates Available •

What's Up in Whitecourt
Run for Fun
Saturday, June 3, 2017
The Run 4 Fun is a spinoff from the Fallen 4 Mara-

thon that was previously hosted by the Fallen 4 Mara-
thon Society. The Run 4 Fun offers you the chance to 
participate in a 5km or 10km run, which will take place 
in town and on our trails.  Youth can register to take part 
in the Kids Marathon.

The events will start and fi nish at the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre.  Events start at 9:00 a.m. You can register 
you and your family for the Run 4 Fun through the Run-
ning Room website or at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre.

Calling all Geocachers 
Sunday, June 4, 2017 - 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Calling all Geocachers and those interested in learn-

ing how! Join us for an afternoon of geocaching fun! 
Meet at the Forest Interpretive Centre before heading 
out along the trails for an afternoon of geocache explo-
ration. Bring your friends and family and see if you can 
fi nd all of the hidden geocache treasures! New to geo-
caching? Don’t worry we will be on hand to help you out 
along the way. 

Please bring a Smartphone if you have one. Snacks 
and refreshments will be provided!

Seniors’ Week
June 5 to June 10, 2017 
Seniors make a difference in our communities every 

day!  From supporting family members and friends, to 
assisting charities and volunteering.  Seniors are deeply 
involved in our community and their contributions ben-
efi t residents of all ages.

For details of events and activities planned through-
out the week, please visit whitecourt.ca

 
West Coast Amusements
Monday and Tuesday, June 5 & June 6 2017 
The Whitecourt Chamber of Commerce proudly 

brings West Coast Amusements to Whitecourt June 5 & 
6. Rides, Games, Food

For more information contact the Whtiecourt & Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce at manager@whitecourt-
chamber.com or 780-778-5363.

Ol’ Pembina Tractor Pull Society
Saturday and Sunday, June 10 & 11, 2017
15th Annual Farmer’s Day Event – Antique and 

Classic Tractors pulling in 8 classes. Sangudo, across 

WHITECOURT
DECKING & RAILING

Why repaint the deck year after year? 
MAKE IT LAST!

778-2336   •  Cell: 706-9406    

WEATHERDEK 
Waterproof, Vinyl 
Decking - 5  to 15 

year warranty

S.T.A.R. 
Aluminum 

Railing Systems 
 20 yr. warranty.

Top 5 Reasons to Advertise in the 
Community Advisor

1. Support a Truly Free Press. The Advisor has 
ground breaking political columns that help keep 
alive the concept of a truly free press. We also have 
local news, bad jokes, history, puzzles etc., so that 
there is something for everyone. 

2. Monthly Production. You can consistently 
advertise for a fraction of the cost of a weekly. For 
example, you can pay just $44.95 a month for a 1/8 
page B&W Ad with a six month booking. 

3. Total Market Coverage. We cover Whitecourt's 
trading area. Every month, approximately 2,000 copies 
of the Community Advisor are sent to Blue Ridge, 
Carrot Creek, Fox Creek, Ft. Assiniboine, Mayerthorpe, 
Peers, Swan Hills and Whitecourt. We also drop off 
1,250 additional copies at coffee shops etc.

4 Our handy booklet format. It costs signifi cantly 
more to produce, but it means your advertisement is 
likely to stay in circulation longer.

5. Find the OZ Contest. We give away monthly 
prizes, with a grand year end price of a laptop to 
readers who study our ads to fi nd a hidden OZ.

(Continued on page 4)
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Mon. to Fri. 8 to 8 • (780) 706-5003  •  Midtown Mall
www.whitecourtphysicaltherapy.com

REFERRALS ACCEPTED FROM:
• Employers & Safety Coordinators
• WCB
• Physicians
• Walk-in Patients
• Insurance Companies 
• Other Professionals 

Whitecourt • Edson • Hinton • Fox Creek

OUR SERVICES:
• Individual Physiotherapy Assessment and Treatment

• Work Related Injury Assessment & Treatment 

Work Reconditioning Program • Foot Orthotics 

• Motor Vehicle Accident Rehabilitation • Acupuncture

• Manual & Manipulative Therapy • Sports Injury Management  

• Intramuscular Stimulation

• Physical Conditioning Program • Pre-Employment Screening

FEES COVERED BY:
• WCB (Workers Compensation Board) • Independent Contracts with Employers
• Extended Health Insurance Plans • Casualty Insurers (motor vehicle accidents)

• Personal Payment (receipts will be provided)

4812 - 50 Avenue, 
Next to Sears

HOURS: Mon - Sat 10 - 6   CLOSED: Sunday & Stat Holidays

Appointments & Appointments & 
Walk-Ins WelcomeWalk-Ins Welcome

Including After HoursIncluding After Hours
AppointmentsAppointments

780-779-9998780-779-9998
JUNE SPECIALSJUNE SPECIALS
Spa Pedicure w/ ShellacSpa Pedicure w/ Shellac
Herbal PedicureHerbal Pedicure
Nu PedicureNu Pedicure
Full Leg WaxFull Leg Wax

Check Out Our Check Out Our 
In-Store SpecialsIn-Store Specials

Give the gift of relaxation with a Give the gift of relaxation with a gift certifi categift certifi cate

HEARING LOSS
Linked to 

increased risk 

of dementia

•

Found to cause 

irreversible 

cognitive decline

•

Early use of 

hearing aids can 

help prevent risk of 

cognitive decline 

and dementia

• 

Hearing aids 

don’t have to 

cost a fortune

Phone: 1-780-571-8384
Toll Free: 1-877-215-1318

Email: info@hearingcaredoctors.ca

WCB, DVA, NIHB, 

AADL and RCMP

We are authorized provider for:

5115-49th Street • Unit 3 & 5, Midtown Mall
Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1P3 

Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

ALL
$5

OFF!

from Sports Grounds
Silent Auction 10 am -3 pm on Saturday. Sat 11am 

start; Sun 10 am start. Adm $10;  6-12 yrs $2. For more 
information call: 780-785-2379

Tim Horton’s Community Fun Night
June 10, 5:30-8:30 pm
Join us for the last Community Fun Night of the sea-

son! At the Allan & Jean Millar Centre.

Party in the Park
Friday & Saturday, June 16 & 17
Kick start the summer season in Whitecourt at Party 

In The Park. On June 16 and 17 head to Rotary Park 
to enjoy free, family fun and entertainment. Attracting 
thousands each year, Party In The Park is a two-day 
event offering a mix of cultural activities, performances, 
and food; and a variety of local bands and well-known 
headline acts.  This year’s event will feature non-stop 
family fun - infl atable carnival, bubble ball game, laser 
tag, face painting and so much more.  The Great Bal-
anzo’s roving circus act will delight the crowds on Sat-
urday, and our live music showcase will entertain people 
of all ages throughout the 2-day event.

Friday, June 16 features: The Orchard & Dan David-
son. Saturday June 17 features: Punch Drunk Cabaret, & 
The Watchmen. Thank you to all of our sponsors, vol-
unteers, entertainers and performers for making Party In 
The Park such as success throughout the years! 

Parent Link Year End BBQ
Thursday June 22 -  11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Bring your little ones and come down to Rotary Park 

to celebrate another great year with Parent Link!  Enjoy 
a variety of games and a free BBQ lunch for everyone.  
There will be messy play, prizes, a treasure hunt, and 
many more activities.

Location is Rotary Park

(Continued from page 3)
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Community

AdvisorAdvisor
Publisher: Dan Parker
Computers: Robert 

Miranda

4907 52 Ave. Box 294
Whitecourt, AB  T7S 1N4
Ph: 780-778-3949
Fax: 888-539-2528

Advisor@OZMedia.ca
CommunityAdvisor.NET

Circulation: 3,250
Published Monthly

“The liberty 
of the press is 
the palladium 

of all the 
civil, political, 
and religious 

rights.” -  Junius

Bus: 780-706-2046   •   Fax: 780-778-2297

Wellsite, 
Gasplant, 
Pipeline 

Supervision
& Medic 
Services

Why Alberta should lead the way 
in move to a Basic Income

As Ontario gears up to initiate its 
basic income pilot, there is much ado 
about the pros and cons of the proj-
ect in the mainstream media.  Gen-
erally, the spin is positive. The main 
idea is that in a world of increasing 
automation and robots, paid work is 
becoming increasingly precarious and low paid. A basic 
income is seen as a viable solution to the conundrum. A 
main benefi t is held to be a streamlining of the massive, 
growing government bureaucracies dealing with wel-
fare, disability, unemployment insurance, some govern-
ment pensions and other poverty reduction efforts. It is 
hoped the savings in these areas would fi nance a basic 
income and then some. 

There was also mention that a basic income could 
help blunt the type of voter anger that led to Britain’s 
Brexit, the election of U.S. President Donald Trump, the 
strong showing of Le Pen in France and so on. People 
in fi nancial pain look for change and can equate better 
times with a less globalized nation.

(Continued on page 10)

“When a 
government takes 

over a people’s 
economic life it 

becomes absolute, 
and when it has 

become absolute 
it destroys the 

arts, the minds, 
the liber  es and 

the meaning of the 
people it governs.” 
  Maxwell Anderson 

“The theory of 
Communism may 

be summed up 
in one sentence: 

Abolish all private 
property. “ 

— Karl Marx

5008 - 50th Street (Across from ATB)

Appts. & Walk-ins WelcomeAppts. & Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available

5008 - 50th Street (Across from ATB

Best SelectionBest Selection
Polish Gel Nails.Polish Gel Nails.

Hours: Mon. to Sat. ~ 9 am - 6 pmHours: Mon. to Sat. ~ 9 am - 6 pm

P. 780.778.8680 C. 780.262.0647

ROOM for RENT
Call for Details
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CelebrateCelebrate
dadsdads  
GradsGrads

& Brides& Brides
Follow us on Facebook    780.778.54305014 - 50 Street Next to Servus Credit UnionNext to Servus Credit Union

SIZES: Small – 5XL SIZES: Small – 5XL 

Check Out Our Check Out Our 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 

FR RAINGEAR FR RAINGEAR 

WhitecourtWhitecourt
Work Wear & Ladies BoutiqueWork Wear & Ladies Boutique

Mon to Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 10 - 6
Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781

Whitecourt's Original Gift StoreWhitecourt's Original Gift Store

If Hearts Could SpeakIf Hearts Could Speak
• Home Decor • Ladie’s Clothing • Garden Accessories  &  Much More!• Home Decor • Ladie’s Clothing • Garden Accessories  &  Much More!

Why Shopping Locally Matters
From Shopcity.com

It’s true that more than half of all jobs are created by 
small businesses and that local businesses return 3 times 
more to their communities than chains.

But what makes local really matter is unique to each 
of us...

For some people it’s a desire to protect their local 
economy.

For others it feels good to be known by name at lo-
cal shops.

The environmental benefi ts of minimizing transport 
are important to many of us.

And who doesn’t want to create local jobs and sup-
port local entrepreneurs?

For all those reasons and more, shopping locally 
makes sense and is the best way to create a more sustain-
able, prosperous and pleasurable world to live in.

Check out our new Check out our new 
Clearance Center Clearance Center 

LocationLocation
In the Midtown MallIn the Midtown Mall
(Next to Twice as Nice)(Next to Twice as Nice)

TheThe  If Hearts Could SpeakIf Hearts Could Speak  
products you know, products you know, 

at deeply discounted at deeply discounted 
prices.prices.
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Town Council Update
The new buses for Whitecourt Transit will be hitting 

local streets and serving our community starting June 1. 
The buses were purchased with the Province’s support 
through the GreenTRIP Grant Program (Ed - The money 
is coming out of your left pocket, instead of the right 
pocket). Two new transit buses, and a new Dial-A-Bus 
vehicle will be added to the municipal fl eet as part of the 
fi rst stage of enhancements planned for the Whitecourt 
Transit service. Starting in the fall, the transit schedule 
will change to provide 30 minute pickup during peak 
times. In conjunction with other initiatives, Whitecourt 
aims to enhance service deliverables and increase 
ridership and cost effi ciencies. For information on 
Whitecourt Transit visit www.whitecourt.ca.

Plans for Party In The Park are well underway, 
and the event will take place in Rotary Park June 
16 and 17. The event will feature activities and 
entertainment for people of all ages, and this year’s 
headliners are Dan Davidson and The Watchman. For 
more information on Party In The Park visit www.
whitecourtwoodlandstourism.com.

Whitecourt awarded over $28,000 in funding to lo-
cal community groups as part of the 2017 Enhancement 
Grant Program. The grant offers community arts, cul-
ture, and recreation organizations assistance to start-up 
or develop new community events or enhance existing 
facilities and programs. The following groups will re-
ceive support for their local projects:

Boys & Girls Club of Whitecourt - $2,205.43 • 
for an outdoor sign at the Teen Centre
Whitecourt Baptist Church - $10,500.00 for • 
Camp Caroline City Camps
Whitecourt Woodlands Hawks Foundation - • 
$1,500.00 for Technology Enhancement Project
Whitecourt Minor Ball Association - $14,164.80 • 
for Pitching Warm Up Areas

The Whitecourt Wolverines Hockey Club has re-
quested permission to construct a 3,000 square foot ad-
dition to the Scott Safety Centre for the exclusive use 
by the Junior “A” Team. The proposed addition, a key 
part of the Club’s long-term commitment to the com-
munity, would include a dressing room, laundry room, 
offi ce space and a weight room. Whitecourt will be 
working with the owner of the Wolverines to fi nalize 
details, and the Club is hoping to begin construction 
this summer to have the addition ready for the next 
hockey season.

Whitecourt has contracted Stantec Consulting to 
proceed with headworks conceptual design for the 
Whitecourt Wastewater Treatment Plant. Last year, 
Stantec completed a master plan and odour mitigation 
study for the facility. The headworks conceptual design 
project is the fi rst phase for proposed enhancements and 
will help to select equipment and processes to be used 
in upgrading the facility. The project will support future 
grant applications for proposed plant upgrades and capi-
tal expenditures.

Council has adopted the 2017 Twenty Year Capital 
Plan. The plan provides a vision for the long term de-
velopment of Whitecourt’s infrastructure, land develop-
ment, parks and trails, building and recreational facilities. 
To view a copy of the plan visit www.whitecourt.ca.

Council has authorized the Whitecourt Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch #44 to undertake enhancements at 
the Field of Honour in the Whitecourt Cemetery. The 
Legion plans to make enhancements to the landscaping 
and signage. The Legion will also be hosting a “Flags of 
Remembrance” event in early October to commemorate 
the lives of those lost while serving our country. 

Whitecourt recently produced an information sheet 
on what can and can’t be disposed of through the sewer 
system, and will be working to develop an educational 
campaign that will inform residents on how to properly 
dispose of “unfl ushable” items. Follow Whitecourt’s 
Facebook page and website for information on where 
wastewater goes and what should not be disposed of in 
your toilets, sinks or storm water drains.

Whitecourt property owners will receive their com-
bined 2017 property assessment and tax notice this 
month. Changes have been made to the notice to provide 
additional information to ratepayers on the annual tax 
levy and what their tax dollars are utilized for. For more 
information on 2017 municipal taxes, and payment in-
formation, please visit www.whitecourt.ca. Property 
taxes are due Tuesday, July 4.

The new St. Joseph School will open in September 
2017 and will provide enhanced opportunities for stu-
dents to pursue trades training. Living Waters is look-
ing to partner with local businesses and organizations 
to equip the Career and Technology Studies Suite with 
apprenticeship level equipment. If you are interested in 
sponsoring or partnering with Living Waters Catholic 
School Division to provide this programming, please 
contact the Division at 780-778-5666.
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OZ Computers 4907 - 52 
Avenue 

780-778-3949

WE REMOVE THE BLOATWARE 
& SAVE YOU MONEY YEAR AFTER YEAR. 

WE ALSO INSTALL or ACTIVATE A GOOD FREE ANTI-VIRUS & INSTALL 
OPEN OFFICE IF NEEDEDAND ADVISE ON SAFE SURFING!

LAPTOPS 
REMOVED 
AT NIGHT

COMPUTER REPAIR ONSITE 
NO EXTRA NO EXTRA 
CHARGECHARGE

Installed FREE Version of  Installed FREE Version of  
AntiVirus (for home use) and AntiVirus (for home use) and 

Open Offi ce if requestedOpen Offi ce if requested

OZ Techs 
Remediate & 

Educate!

Free Antivirus Installed
Free Offi ce Libre

$279.00

4 GB RAM 
DVDRW
Win 7 HP

Towers

Good for Second Computer 
or Backup

1.)D I R A   
2) B L I I A   

3) F I G T E D   
4) G A D I N U L   

See page 23 for answers

VOCABULARY

WORD JUMBLE

SPELLING
MONTHLY QUIZ

1) Tachycardia means a 
heart: that beats abnormally 
fast, that beats abnormally 
slow, attack, hypertension 
2) Taiga: large cat, savan-
nah, type of wombat, ever-
green forests 3) Talus means 
rocks:in a streambed, left by 
goldmining, at the base of a 
cliff, deposited by a glacier

1.) Exuberant, bubbling 
over; “i bul yent” 2)Strong 
sweet liquor (not spelled 
liquor); “li kur” 3)Sugar 
and egg-white mixture; “mi 
rang”

STILL PREFER 
WIN 7 PRO?

Give us a call at 780-778-3949 for options, 
including refurbished, new and with Win 7 that 
includes a future option to upgrade to Win 10

Dog Treats with a special touch

When Talyna Despins isn’t training for the Special 
Olympics or volunteering at Tennilles Soup Kitchen, 
she works at her business making fresh baked nutritious 
dog treats. Talayna’s Critter Treats can be found at the 
Whitecourt Farmer’s Market every Tuesday, while the 
Farmer’s Market is open. She can also be contacted at 
780-706-2379 or talaynadespins@gmail.com

  
The treats include pumpkin fl ax, cheese puppers, 

and bacon coconut balls. Special orders are available by 
request and can be customized for your dog’s dietary re-
strictions, such as protein intolerance. Gluten free amd 
treats for diabetic dogs are also available.

Founded in the fall of 2016 after many months of 
preparation, Talayna strives to be a business woman of 
professionalism and grace. Her love for animals and the 
desire to bring them organic, healthy and fresh treats 
inspired the business and in turn her passion inspires the 
support team that helps bring you and your beloved pets 
the highest quality of fresh treats you can get without 
baking them yourself. 

Talayna’s Critter Treats also produces shredded paper 

bed bags, geared towards the health and wellness of your 
pets. Your support of Talayna’s Critter Treats gives Talayna 
the ability to be as independent as possible and continue to 
contribute to the local critter and larger community. 
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(Continued from page 5)
The guaranteed income concept has been around for 

some time. Five experiments occurred in North America 
in the 1970’s, with the lone Canadian experience being 
in Dauphin, Manitoba. The results from the latter experi-
ment were generally positive. Hospital admissions went 
down, high school graduation rates went up, and em-
ployment did not decrease signifi cantly, 
with the exception of mothers with young 
children. The point might be made that 
employment did not decrease at all, with 
the mothers, and nowadays fathers, sim-
ply trading in less important jobs for the 
more important job of raising children.

Alberta was the Canadian pioneer in 
exploring a form of basic income. In the 
1930’s, the Social Credit government of 
the day attempted to implement a light 
version of what social credit policy terms 
a National Dividend. The attempt was 
derided with a concerted sneer campaign 
about ‘funny money’ in the mainstream 
press and culminated in the Supreme 
Court of Canada overturning provincial 
efforts to enact the change. 

Eminent Albertan historian James H. 
Gray gave a more mature analysis. He 
stated “Aberhart was jeered for promising 
everybody twenty-fi ve dollars a month. 
Yet within ten years of his fi rst term, the federal govern-
ment introduced the “baby bonus”, which provided fi ve 
dollars a month for each child. Since the average family 
then had between four and fi ve children, this amounted 
to approximately the same sum... Aberhart said there was 
within the country suffi cient wealth to put all our farms 
and resources back to work. He was absolutely right as 
the ensuing Second World War would swiftly prove. So 

no, the Alberta insurrectionists of the 1930’s were not 
fools. They were merely, perhaps, a little premature.”

Now a basic income project is moving back to a pro-
vincial level in Ontario. However, this time the main-
stream media is generally supportive. Perhaps this is 
because of the differences in the types of basic income 

being proposed.

The social credit version of a basic in-
come, the National Dividend, rested on the 
concept that in a highly automated soci-
ety a basic income was a birthright. Most 
of the production of goods and services is 
now the result of automated processes by 
machines, not labour. Many of the inven-
tors and innovators of the processes have 
passed, and what is more, much of the pro-
duction increase is due to non-copyrighted 
improvements. Social credit termed the re-
sulting surplus production to be a ‘cultural 
heritage’. That is, it was an inheritance of 
the individual from the efforts of previous 
generations. The amount of the national 
dividend would depend on the productive 
capacity of the nation. Money earned by 
labour, private investments, copyrighted 
improvements and so on would not be af-
fected. The money system itself was to be 
reformed to accomplish this so that private 
institutions no longer were allowed to cre-

ate money from nothing and charge compound interest 
on it. Instead, each individual of the community would 
benefi t from the money creation.

In contrast, the Ontario effort tends towards the view 
that somehow government is making possible the basic 
income possible, rather than the productivity of citizens 

Bus: 780-706-2068 Cell: 780-779-0523 - 4907 52 Ave.

Do you need help fi ling 
your taxes? Give us a call.

For all your 
bookkeeping 
& investment 

needs.

(Continued on page 11)

“Aberhart said 
there was within the 

country suffi cient 
wealth to put all our 
farms and resources 

back to work. He 
was absolutely 

right as the ensuing 
Second World War 

would swiftly prove. 
So no, the Alberta 
insurrectionists of 

the 1930’s were not 
fools. They were 

merely, perhaps, a 
little premature.”
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Here's How It Works:Here's How It Works:
Find the hidden OZOZ in one of our advertisers ads  in one of our advertisers ads 

every month and we will enter your name in our 

Monthly Draw for a $50 Gift Certificate!
1.) Find the1.) Find the  OZ   OZ   
2.) Email: advisor@ozmedia.ca, 2.) Email: advisor@ozmedia.ca, or call 780-778-3949or call 780-778-3949

3.) We enter 3.) We enter YOURYOUR name in our monthly draw name in our monthly draw

Congratulations to: Dave Widders our May Winner!

$50
Freddy’s 2-1 Pizza

Gift Certifi cate

PLUS a chance to win...

1 Draw Every Month1 Draw Every Month
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Win
Me!

Approximate         Approximate         

       Value        Value 
         $         $450450

Win A Laptop Contest!Win A Laptop Contest!

$50
Oz Media

Gift Certifi cate

-or-

ALL ENTRIES WILLALL ENTRIES WILL
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Our ‘Win a Our ‘Win a 
Laptop Contest’Laptop Contest’
Draw will be made on Draw will be made on 
December 15th, 2017December 15th, 2017

(Continued on page 14)

each other or otherwise interact. Then the randomized 
tests will illustrate the difference between scientifi c test-
ing ‘in the wild’ so to speak as it differs from such testing 
in human communities. In the latter case, the test results 
will likely be heavily contaminated by human emotions. 
There might be some guilt on the part of a person whose 
best buddy is also hurting but did not get picked. A sol-
id sense of injustice will likely be engendered in many 

needy persons who get to watch some of 
their immediate neighbours get relieved of 
much of the stress that accompanies fi nan-
cial pain. Meanwhile, they can stew on the 
fact that the government, and by extension 
the comfortable members of their society, 
have discriminated against them for no 
discernible reason. 

In short, in both strategy and tactics, 
the plan for a basic income that revolves 
around our thoroughly compromised gov-
ernment, and the money system behind 
it, manages to miss the target. The idea 
of the new technology is to free and em-
power each and every individual, not to 
replace wage slavery with subjection to 
government whims. At the very least, the 
test areas should include all low income 
individuals. There are also clawbacks of 

other sources of government income, top-ups for those 
who would be receiving more, such as the disabled and 
so on. One critic has compared the scheme to starting 
down the path to a more generous form of the existing 
welfare state we have now.

The social credit idea of a National Dividend is su-
perior in many respects to the Ontario basic income pi-
lot. It truly promotes democracy in that the potential for 
the production of goods and services made increasingly 

past and present. A corollary to this thought is that the ba-
sic income is a privilege, rather than a right of the individ-
ual. It is presented in a light as though it were something 
we should be thankful to our government for. Behind the 
scenes the private money creation, along with more odi-
ous debt, is part and parcel of the plan. Rather than en-
courage true democracy and equality of opportunity, the 
government/global banker as saviour out-
look promotes continuing a master/servant 
type of relationship. In short, the plan is to 
continue having a democracy in name only, 
ostensibly because the average citizen is not 
suffi ciently educated to have any real input 
into their own economic affairs. 

A sure sign that big government has 
already adversely affected the Ontario ex-
periments is evident. In their wisdom, bu-
reaucrats ignored the recommendation to 
include three areas of what were termed 
‘saturation’ experiments. In the saturation 
approach, all individuals below a certain 
income in a test area would qualify for 
the project. This would follow the pattern 
of the successful Mincome experiment in 
Manitoba. Inexplicably, the Ontario ap-
proach will instead use a completely ran-
dom process of selecting certain low income individuals 
in the three chosen locations of Hamilton and Thunder 
Bay and Lindsay. 

One source reiterated that the rationale used is that it 
is a scientifi c maxim that the purely random approach for 
testing will give the most accurate results in an experi-
ment. This is undoubtedly true and conceivably it could 
apply to the economic life of individual citizens; but only 
as long as the constituents of the test areas do not talk to 

“The idea of the 
new technology is to 
free and empower 

each and every 
individual, not to 

replace wage slavery 
with subjection 
to government 

whims. At the very 
least, the test areas 

should include 
all low income 
individuals.”

(Continued from page 11)
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780-706-3544780-706-3544
Dr. Brittany Shewchuk  & Dr. Omar Houchaimi

Call our office to book an appointment today! Call our office to book an appointment today! 
5115 - 49th Street • Fax: 780-706-3592

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Visual & Ocular Health

Examinations

Contact Lens Fittings & 

Optomap® Retinal Scan for 

Diabetic Patients

Continued Care

Ocular Disease Co-management

- Cataracts  - Glaucoma

- Macular Degeneration

- Diabetic Retinopathy

1 HOUR LAB
Glasses in an hour!

• Single vision RX • Some exceptions apply 

• By appointment only

"WHITECOURT'S FIRST LUXURY SPA"

Book Appointments by Phone: 780-778-3552  
www.divinespawellnesscenter.com

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 am  - 6:00 pm

BBridalridal

 
ALL occasions for  occasions for 

BOTH Men & Women Men & Women

Hem Pants 10

See Maria for lost buttons, new zippers or other tailoring needs! See Maria for lost buttons, new zippers or other tailoring needs! 
Midtown Mall, Downtown Whitecourt      (780) 706-7092

Bridal & Grad, Suits, 
              Tuxedos &  & Alterations!Alterations!

Repair Jacket Zippers

••

Men’s Dress Shoes
All SizesAll Sizes

ALAL
BOTBOT

HeHe

Bridal &B id l &&&dd llBriB dal &&ii &&idaddalallBriBB idal &B &&idid
do                           TuxedoTuxedo

RepaRepai

MenMen

2017 Derks Formals Rentals! 
Slim fi t suits and jackets also available.Slim fi t suits and jackets also available.

Tuxedo Sales

Get Ready For Grad!Get Ready For Grad!
NOWNOW Available Available

Tuxedo Tuxedo 
RentalsRentals

from from $$179179.00.00

Midtown Mall continues to grow 
eclectic Market

Above, Nathan LeClercq holds up a Connor McDa-
vid collection he won at a Midtown Mall contest. Left 
is Tim Iambery, the driving force behind the Midtown 
Mall Market. Background is next contestant.
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SAVINGShome
appliance

EXCLUDES WALL OVENS AND COOKTOPS

SOLUTIONS

22 CUFT FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR
33"W.  Extend the freshness of produce up to 4 days longer with the 
FreshFlow™ produce preserver.

TRUE CONVECTION RANGE
Frozen Bake Technology allows you to skip preheating for favorites like 
pizza, lasagna, chicken nuggets, fries or pies so you can cook frozen 
foods faster.

STAINLESS INTERIOR DISHWASHER
The Stainless Steel Tub is more durable, quieter and 
cleaner plus it makes less noise than a plastic tub.

BUY 3 WHIRLPOOL KITCHEN APPLIANCES SAVE $300

$1599SALE
$999SALE

$799SALE

SALE ENDS JUNE 30TH     HURRY IN TODAY

780-778-2016    4807 50 Ave.4807 50 Ave.

Hours of Operation  Monday to 
Saturday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm.  Saturday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm.  

Appliances & Electronics
FURNITURE DENFURNITURE DEN

Ph: 780-778-6303
4915-51 Ave,  1-800-661-8242

Little Big Fort • Tim & Patsy Imbery

780-779-5288
Little Adventures Lead To Big Smiles!

Tuesday - Sunday
Tues 9-7
Fri - 9-10
Sun - 9-4

Drop by and have fun in a bully free environment!
Volunteers needed

MIDTOWN MALL

OVER 29,000 SQ FEET OF SHOWROOM AND WAREHOUSE SPACE!!!
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abundant by technology is the birthright of everyone. It 
also ties the basic income or National Dividend to the ac-
tual productivity of a nation, thereby making it scientifi -
cally sound. Money created and distributed without be-
ing related to the actual production of goods and services 
is what leads to infl ation. The logic here is very basic.

In the view of this writer, a discipline called Binary 
Economics is an improvement on the social credit idea 
of a National Dividend. It retains the idea the the robotic 
production is the birthright of every citizen. However, in 
the social credit design, a small group of experts would 
be determining what the surplus production was, and 
hence the amount of the National Dividend. In binary 
economics, the decision making would be much more 
diffused. 

Although very few people have heard of binary eco-
nomics, it was the driving force behind the Employee 
Stock Ownership legislation passed in the U.S. and was 
also promoted in Canada by business executives such as 
the vice president of Dupont Canada and Winnett Boyd, 
the supervising engineer who oversaw the development 
of the then most powerful jet engine in the world, in the 
Avro Arrow. Social Credit premier Ernest Manning also 
wrote an article promoting binary economics.

The word ‘binary’ in binary economics references 
the idea that all citizens should have two sources of in-
come. The fi rst would be through traditional forms such 
as work and business. The second stream of income 
would be through an investment in the increasingly au-
tomated means of production. The money to purchase 
the investment would come through interest free loans, 
extended to each and every citizen of majority age, for 
the purchase of productive property. The loans would be 
paid back through the profi ts of the investments, with an 

increasing amount being available for consumption by 
the investor. The design was set up accredited lawyers 
and economists, complete with new investment vehicles, 
such as community investment corporations, local utili-
ties and reinsurance protection. The amount of money 
entering the economy throught the interest free loans to 
each and every citizen would approximate the amount 
of money currently entering the economy each year that 
was previously created by private institutions, out of thin 
air, for the benefi t of the 1%.

In a worst case scenario of an advanced binary eco-
nomics structure, should all investments of an individu-
al fail, they would be eligible for a guaranteed income 
through what is called a negative income tax. This idea 
has been around for decades. In a negative income tax, if 
a citizen earns under the amount guaranteed as income, 
they would receive the difference in a tax refund. What 
this plan does is drastically simplify the current mish 
mash of the welfare state programs. It does this better 
than government cheques distributed through a basic in-
come scheme in that there is no social stigma attached. 
Everyone fi les taxes, many receive refunds for overpay-
ment, and the matter of the guaranteed income can easily 
be kept confi dential, if a citizen so wished.

It is unfortunate that the government tendency is to 
centralize power and increase debt. Alberta has bucked 
this trend for much of its existence. It’s history of social 
credit makes it the best place to design a truly empowering 
basic income at the provincial level. The Wildrose, what-
ever it’s defi ciencies, does seem sincere under it’s current 
leader about putting people before grand government de-
signs. It is a better vehicle for bringing money power to 
the people. The absolute fi asco the Ontario government 
created with its green energy program was just a warning 
it could take a terrible basic income plan and somehow 
make it worse. Alberta is the place to get it right.

(Continued from page 11)
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OZ MEDIA 
is MOVING

To the Dynamic 
Group offi ces
(Across the 
Street from 

the  McDonald’s 
Entrance)

Same Phone 
Number, Same 

Emails, Same Great 
Service

WHITECOURT
BOTTLE DEPOT

Now under 

New 

Management

No muss, no fuss, 
just leave it to us

Tues to Fri 10 to 5, Saturday 9:30 to 3.
Pickups Available, Call for details

780-778-5388 - 3825 36 ST.

nt
IT’S WORTH IT

Gus & Ryan will be 
pleased to count and 

separate for you!
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(Continued from page 2)

The Capitol Lumber Company Ltd. (Harry 
O’Hanlon, Senator Harmer, Jean Etter, etal) had during 
the winter of 1919-1920 begun operations north of the 
Athabasca River, and had a dam piled full of logs down 
Beaver Creek. With the realization that probably they 
were much too far ahead of the railroad this undertaking 
ground to a halt.

Shipping facilities were vital to continued opera-
tion, and trucks in the logging industry were 
more or less unknown at that time. Had they 
been known, the trail leading in and out of 
Whitecourt would have been very unsuited to 
their operation.

When Model T Fords appeared on the local 
scene a few years later, it is interesting to note 
that a one way trip to Edmonton consumed sev-
en hours, and as one member of the R.C.M.P. 
so aptly put it, “Edmonton was seven hours and 
many tears away”.

However, the area between here and los-
egun Lake (it was known as Hash Lake then 
and is now called Fox Creek) supplied an abun-
dance of fur, and Indians with dog teams were a 
fairly common sight.

Tom Neassis, with his dogs tied to the hitch rack in 
front of the store, while he sold his furs and purchased sup-
plies, never failed to arouse the interest of the young folks.

The band of Indians known as McLeod Lake Indians 
(Evan Cardinal, Ben Bisma, Pete Pennystone, Eli and 
Michel Paul, Louis Moostas to mention just a few) also 
supplied furs as well as the most delicious white fi sh in 
Alberta. And lest the reader may conclude that this is 

Author Jerry Graham, left, with Nels Lyons and Syd Pomfret

Sleighload of logs, Whitecourt areaSleighload of logs, Whitecourt area

(Continued on page 17)
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Dennis B. Denis, Q.C

Fax: 780-425-1222 

780-706-1020

Lawyer

Email: ddenis@cleall.ca

780-778-3949  
4907 52 Ave.

MEDIA KIT
 Have you ever needed your 

     company logo compatible for 
     Facebook or your letterhead, 
     maybe you need it on a hat or 
     T-shirt, or a big sign?

 Did you know that your 
     company logo has to be in 
     different ‘fi le formats’ for 
     different uses, from Facebook 
     to T-Shirts to Signs?

Ask us about our Media Kit to Ask us about our Media Kit to 

give you all the formats you give you all the formats you 

need in one place!

Do you need aDo you need a

something of an extravagant statement, let him rest as-
sured that same is not that of the author, but the studied 
opinion of a qualifi ed gentleman who acted in the capac-
ity of Fishery Inspector at that time. He attributed the 
large size and excellent quality to the abundance of feed 
in the lake.

While no one actually tried to deposit fur with the 
Bank, a muskrat skin was, to quote Gus Chaisson, “legal 
tender”.

Having more or less covered the hamlet, except for 
the fact that mention should be made of another building 
in course of construction, which later would become a 
butcher shop operated by one, Nelson Lyons. We know 
that the expression “Wheeler Dealer” originated in Tex-
as, but will still cling to the opinion that Nels was the 
original in this line. The manner in which he could ma-
nipulate the big deals to his benefi t was really amazing. 
He was also possessed of a highly developed sense of 
humor, and his establishment became a regular hang-out 
for all, craving amusement.

To give some indication of this man’s ready wit, the 
following incident is worth repeating. While having a 
meal at Olson’s one day, the liveryman, Jim Hammond, 
had the misfortune to fi nd something hard and akin to 
a bone in one of the sausages he was working on most 
diligently. Knowing that Nels had supplied the sausages, 
and for Nels’ special benefi t, he extracted the offend-
ing bone from behind his molars and threw it down on 
his plate with quite a ‘ping’. Nels momentarily looked 
somewhat dumfounded and then slowly stated, “You 
know, I could have sworn I took the shoes off that horse 
before I put it through the machine”. Never a dull mo-
ment with Nels, and if one was lucky he might possibly 
break even, but chances of coming out ahead were even 
less than those of Las Vegas!

(Continued from page 16)
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Canada Safety 
Council Courses

Whitecourt Outdoor Ltd.
ATV, UTV & SNOWMOBILE

780-778-93397788000--7777788888888888--9993333399
www.whitecourtatv.comwww.whitecourtatv.com

“When it’s quality that counts”

Phone (780) 778-2065
Let us be your ‘New Home’ builder

structure Week” by the US Chambers of Commerce, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and over 
150 affi liates. Their message: “It’s time to rebuild.” Ever 
since ASCE began issuing its “National Infrastructure 
Report Card” in 1998, the nation has gotten a dismal 
grade of D or D+. In the meantime, the estimated cost 
of fi xing its infrastructure has gone up from $1.3 trillion 
to $4.6 trillion.

While American politicians debate endlessly over 
how to fi nance the needed fi xes and which 
ones to implement, the Chinese have man-
aged to fund massive infrastructure proj-
ects all across their country, including 
12,000 miles of high-speed rail built just 
in the last decade. How have they done it, 
and why can’t we?

A key difference between China and 
the US is that the Chinese government 

owns the majority of its banks. About 40% of the fund-
ing for its giant railway project comes from bonds issued 
by the Ministry of Railway, 10-20% comes from provin-
cial and local governments, and the remaining 40-50% 
is provided by loans from federally-owned banks and 

(Continued on page 19)

Whitecourt:Whitecourt:
     Erin     Erin: 780.779.1580
     Tammy     Tammy: 780.779.8861
Barrhead:Barrhead:
     Jody     Jody: 780.674-1846

Unemployed?   Underemployed?

Whitecourt
EMPLOYMENT SERVICES INC.EMPLOYMENT SERVICES INC.

Service Plans Focused On
Resume Development & Cover Letter • 
Assistance
Job Search• 
Accessing Community Resources & • 
Programs
Exploring Training & Educational • 
Alternatives
Career Planning & Life Management • 
Services 

To book an appointment 

or for more information phone or text:

We Provide FREE We Provide FREE 
One-on-One One-on-One 

Employment Services Employment Services 
Including:Including:

Unit #6, 4907 - 52 Avenue ♦ Cell: 780-286-9048

Ask us about our Magic PillowsAsk us about our Magic Pillows

Olga KovalenkoOlga Kovalenko  

Gift Certificates AvailableGift Certificates Available

Registered Massage Therapist (RMT) 
Registered Osteopathic Manual Therapist (Domt)

Certifi ed Permanent Makeup Artist Certifi ed Permanent Makeup Artist 
ElectrocoagulationElectrocoagulation

If China Can Fund infrastructure 
with Its Own Credit, So Can We

by Ellen Brown

Editor’s Note: Although the fol-
lowing article is about the U.S. system, 
it also applies to Canada. Indeed the 
process would be easier here in that 
we already have our publicly owned 
Bank of Canada to act as the fi nancing ve-
hicle. Currently the Trudeau government 
is working on a new Infrastructure Bank 
instead, in which private entities who have 
access to money created from nothing will 
loan it to us at compound interest. As econ-
omist John Kenneth Galbraith famously 
stated, “The process by which money is 
created is so simple the mind is repelled.” 
To this may be added the current money 
creation process is so fl agrantly unjust that most people 
have trouble understanding what is really an simple, ob-
vious, offi cially sanctioned fraud on the public.

May 15th-19th has been designated “National Infra-

“The process 
by which money 
is created is so 

simple the mind is 
repelled.”
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Powering a Vibrant Rural Alberta 

Rural ElectrificaƟon AssociaƟons (REAs) are unique in 
Canada to Alberta, providing electricity to farms and rural 
residenƟal member-owners. In the late 1940s, early 
1950s, farmers organized REA co-ops to bring electricity 
to the rural areas when Investor Owned UƟliƟes (IOUs) 
refused because it was too costly. Today, REA assets have 
gained value, REAs are viable compeƟtors, and now IOUs 
see the value of an REA. Let’s consider that value and its 
importance to the rural economy of Alberta. 
 

What makes your REA valuable? 
You own the assets of a mulƟ-million dollar cooperaƟve.  

You have democraƟc member control of your REA.       

You benefit from economic parƟcipaƟon.                        

REAs are a benchmark for electricity costs for all Albertans.  

You contribute to rural economic sustainability.  
            

How can I get involved with my REA?       
Call your REA—the number will be on your monthly bill. 

Find the contact informaƟon for the Director who           
represents you. 

Talk to your Director about why the REA is a viable and 
valuable cooperaƟve. 

AƩend your REA meeƟngs and take Ɵme to learn more 
about the organizaƟon. 

Volunteer your experƟse and skills to support your REA. 

Tell your friends, family, and neighbours why you think the 
REA is valuable and worth protecƟng.  

Call your MLA and tell them why the REA is valuable to 
Alberta. 

If you are passionate about your community and are   
interested in finding out more, talk to your REA. Have you 
got Ɵme to spare? Ask your Board of Directors how you 
can be part of the REA future. CooperaƟve sustainability   
depends on the involvement of passionate members who 
recognize the value of their co-op and see the conƟnued 
contribuƟon the REA makes to the rural community 
where they live. Your support helps perpetuate the     
success of a vibrant rural Alberta. Talk to your REA 
Board – working together really does work!  

Sponsored by the Alberta Federation of REAs    
www.afrea.ab.ca    

Representation ~ Engagement~ Advocacy  

~ OPEN YEAR ROUND ~

5011 50 Ave. at Nitro Gym  

bookkeeping & tax specialists

personal, business & corporate tax returns

780-778-2612

fi nancial institutions. Like private banks, state-owned 
banks simply create money as credit on their books. The 
difference is that they return their profi ts to the govern-
ment, making the loans interest-free; and the loans can 
be rolled over indefi nitely (Ed. Like our Bank of Canada 
used to do). In effect, the Chinese government decides 
what work it wants done, draws on its own national 
credit card, pays Chinese workers to do it, and repays 
the loans with the proceeds.

The US government could do that too, without rais-
ing taxes, slashing services, cutting pensions, or priva-
tizing industries. How this could be done quickly and 
cheaply will be considered here, after a look at the fund-
ing proposals currently on the table and at why they are 
not satisfactory solutions to the nation’s growing infra-
structure defi cit.

The Endless Debate over Funding and the 
Relentless Push to Privatize

 In a May 15, 2017, report on In the Public Inter-
est, the debate taking shape heading into National Infra-
structure Week was summarized like this:

The Trump administration, road privatization 
industry, and a broad mix of congressional lead-
ers are keen on ramping up a large private fi -
nancing component (under the marketing rubric 
of ‘public-private partnerships’), but have not 
yet reached full agreement on what the propor-
tion should be between tax breaks and new pub-
lic money—and where that money would come 
from. Over 500 projects are being pitched to the 
White House. . . .

Democrats have had a full plan on the table since 
(Continued on page 21)

(Continued from page 18)
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Large Print Word Search Puzzles
http://www.puzzles.ca/large_print_word_search.html

Copyright © 2012 Livewire Puzzles

BARBECUE
BASEBALL
BEES
BICYCLE
BLUE SKY
CAMPING
FISHING
FLIES
FLOWERS
GARDENING
GOLF
HOT
ICE CREAM
INSECTS
MOSQUITOES
PICNIC
SANDALS
SKATEBOARD
SPRINKLERS
SUNSHINE
SUNTAN
SWIMMING
VACATION

Summer - Word Search
Find the words hidden in the grid of letters.

P V G V T G C S G N I H S I F S A
C S S G O N N P R N H O T O R B V
I A E W C I G S N U I S N E A D S
C N O O I P B G E Y G N W S T W U
E D T Z N M M W K I D O E T T S N
C A I G C A M S H R L B Y D P Q T
R L U R I C E I A F A F J R R N A
E S Q K P U B O N L I H I U Q A N
A G S O L I B Q L G L N T N N G G
M V O B C E C U R T K S S X I P S
R T M Y T A D E F L O G E E Y Q P
V A C A T I O N E Z D D S E C Y Y
W L K V C B A R B E C U E N B T O
E S A D C Q S V E N I H S N U S S

SUDOKU PUZZLE

WORLD GEOGRAPHY QUIZ

WORD SEARCH
Across
1 Exultant (10)
7 Venetian canal boat (7)
8 Period before Easter 
(4)
10 Cruel fairytale gi-
ant (4)
11 Animal that preys 
on others (8)
13 Scotland’s patron 
saint (6)
15 Nearsightedness (6)
17 Daddy-long-legs (8)
18 Notion (4)
21 Sea bird (4)
22 Eighth sign of the 
zodiac (7)
23 Nonsense (10)

Down
1 Male singing voice 
(5)
2 Press (4)
3 Skimpy (6)
4 Vacations (8)
5 Around-the-clock 
(7)
6 Lack of knowledge 
(9)
9 Great Bear (4,5)
12 Disclosed (8)
14 Fictional vampire 
(7)
16 Nearer (6)
19 Profundity (5)
20 Settee (4)

OPEN: Friday 
& Saturday 9 PM till 2 AM  
5003 - 50th Street, Downtown Whitecourt

Whitecourt’s most 
happening Nightclub

Get out your Atlas or Google Maps
1. Provided below is either the capital city or the 

country/state/province of that capital. What is 
EITHER the missing capital OR missing country/

state/province: 
Newfoundland Canada

2. What is the closest body of water (river, bay, 
sea, or ocean) to the below city/country/island?

Azores
3. The island which sheltered the mutineers of the 
HMS Bounty
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If If YOUYOU  
enjoy receiving enjoy receiving 
information that information that 
DOESN’TDOESN’T reach  reach 
the mainstream the mainstream 

press...press...
Please visit or call our 
sponsors from these

pages.

January, advocating for new federal funding 
and a program of infrastructure renewal spread 
through a broad range of sectors and regions. 
And last week, a coalition of right wing, Koch-
backed groups led by Freedom Partners . . .  re-
leased a letter encouraging Congress “to priori-
tize fi scal responsibility” and focus instead on 
slashing public transportation, splitting 
up transportation policy into the indi-
vidual states, and eliminating labor and 
environmental protections (i.e., gutting 
the permitting process). They attacked 
the idea of a national infrastructure 
bank and . . . targeted the most impor-
tant proposal of the Trump administra-
tion . . . —to fi nance new infrastructure 
by tax reform to enable repatriation of 
overseas corporate revenues . . . .

In a November 2014 editorial titled How Two Bil-
lionaires Are Destroying High Speed Rail in America, 
author Julie Doubleday observed that the US push 
against public mass transit has been led by a think tank 
called the Reason Foundation, which is funded by the 
Koch brothers. Their $44 billion fortune comes largely 
from Koch Industries, an oil and gas conglomerate with 
a vested interest in mass transit’s competitors, those sin-
gle-rider vehicles using the roads that are heavily subsi-
dized by the federal government.

Clearly, not all Republicans are opposed to fund-
ing infrastructure, since Donald Trump’s $1 trillion in-
frastructure plan was a centerpiece of his presidential 
campaign, and his Republican base voted him into of-
fi ce. But “establishment Republicans” have traditionally 
opposed infrastructure spending. Why? According to a 
May 15, 2015 article in Daily Kos titled Why Do Repub-
licans Really Oppose Infrastructure Spending?:

Republicans – at the behest of their mega-bank/
private equity patrons – really, deeply want to 
privatize the nation’s infrastructure and turn such 
public resources into privately owned, profi t 
centers.  More than anything else, this privatiza-
tion fetish explains Republicans’ efforts to gut 
and discredit public infrastructure  . . . .

If the goal is to privatize and monetize public 
assets, the last thing Republicans are going to do 
is fund and maintain public confi dence in such 
assets.  Rather, when private equity wants to ac-

(Continued from page 19)

(Continued on page 22)

quire something, the typical playbook is to fi rst 
make sure that such assets are what is known as 
“distressed assets” (i.e., cheaper to buy).

A similar argument was advanced by Noam Chom-
sky in a 2011 lecture titled The State-Corporate Com-
plex: A Threat to Freedom and Survival. He said:

[T]here is a standard technique of 
privatization, namely defund what you 
want to privatize. Like when Thatcher 
wanted to [privatize] the railroads, 
fi rst thing to do is defund them, then 
they don’t work and people get angry 
and they want a change. You say okay, 
privatize them . . . .

What’s Wrong with Public-Private 
Partnerships?

Privatization (or “asset relocation” as it is sometimes 
euphemistically called) means selling public utilities to 
private equity investors, who them rent them back to the 
public, squeezing their profi ts from high user fees and 
tolls. Private equity investment now generates an aver-

“[T]here is a 
standard technique 

of privatization, 
namely defund 

what you want to 
privatize. ”
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age return of about 11.8 percent annually on a ten-year 
basis. That puts the cost to the public of fi nancing $1 
trillion in infrastructure projects over 10 years at around 
$1.18 trillion, more than doubling the cost. Moving as-
sets off the government’s balance sheet by privatizing 
them looks attractive to politicians concerned with this 
year’s bottom line, but it’s a bad deal for the public. De-
cades from now, people will still be paying higher tolls 
for the sake of Wall Street profi ts on an asset that could 
have belonged to them all along.

One example is the Dulles Greenway, 
a toll road outside Washington, D.C., nick-
named the “Champagne Highway” due to 
its extraordinarily high rates and severe un-
derutilization in a region crippled by chron-
ic traffi c problems. Local (mostly Republi-
can) offi cials have tried in vain for years 
to either force the private owners to lower 
the toll rates or have the state take the road 
into public ownership. In 2014, the private 
operators of the Indiana Toll Road, one of 
the best-known public-private partnerships 
(PPPs), fi led for bankruptcy after demand 
dropped, due at least in part to rising toll rates. Other 
high-profi le PPP bankruptcies have occurred in San Di-
ego, CA; Richmond, VA; and Texas.

Countering the dogma that “private companies can 
always do it better and cheaper,” studies have found that 
on average, private contractors charge more than twice as 
much as the government would have paid federal workers 
for the same job. A 2011 report by the Brookings Institu-
tion found that “in practice [PPPs] have been dogged by 
contract design problems, waste, and unrealistic expecta-
tions.” In their 2015 report “Why Public-Private Partner-
ships Don’t Work,” Public Services International stated 
that “[E]xperience over the last 15 years shows that PPPs 

are an expensive and ineffi cient way of fi nancing infra-
structure and divert government spending away from 
other public services. They conceal public borrowing, 
while providing long-term state guarantees for profi ts to 
private companies.” They also divert public money away 
from the neediest infrastructure projects, which may not 
deliver sizable returns, in favor of those big-ticket items 
that will deliver hefty profi ts to investors.

A Better Way to Design an Infrastructure Bank

The Trump team has also reportedly discussed the 
possibility of an infrastructure bank, but 
that proposal faces similar hurdles. The 
details of the proposal are as yet unknown, 
but past conceptions of an infrastructure 
bank envision a quasi-bank (not a physi-
cal, deposit-taking institution) seeded by 
the federal government, possibly from tax-
es on the repatriation of offshore corporate 
profi ts. The bank would issue bonds, tax 
credits, and loan guarantees to state and 
local governments to leverage private sec-
tor investment. As with the private equity 
proposal, an infrastructure bank would 

rely on public-private partnerships and investors who 
would be disinclined to invest in projects that did not 
generate hefty returns. And those returns would again be 
paid by the public in the form of tolls, fees, higher rates, 
and payments from state and local governments.

There is another way to set up a publicly-owned bank. 
Today’s infrastructure banks are basically revolving funds. 
A dollar invested is a dollar lent, which must return to the 
bank (with interest) before it can be lent again. A chartered 
depository bank, on the other hand, can turn a one-dollar 
investment into ten dollars in loans. It can do this because 
depository banks actually create deposits when they make 

(Continued from page 21)

“Decades from 
now, people will still 

be paying higher 
tolls for the sake of 

Wall Street profi ts on 
an asset that could 
have belonged to 
them all along. ”
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“The theory of the free press 
is not that the truth will 
be presented completely 
or perfectly in any one 
instance, but that the 

truth will emerge from free 
discussion” 

- Walter Lippman 
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loans. This was acknowledged by economists both at the 
Bank of England (in a March 2014 paper entitled “Money 
Creation in the Modern Economy”) and at the Bundes-
bank (the German central bank) in an April 2017 report.

Contrary to conventional wisdom, money is not 
fi xed and scarce. It is “elastic”: it is creat-
ed when loans are made and extinguished 
when they are paid off. The Bank of Eng-
land report said that private banks create 
nearly 97 percent of the money supply 
today. Borrowing from banks (rather than 
the bond market) expands the circulating 
money supply. This is something the Fed-
eral Reserve tried but failed to do with its 
quantitative easing (QE) policies: stimulate the economy 
by expanding the bank lending that expands the money 
supply.

The stellar (and only) model of a publicly-owned de-
pository bank in the United States is the Bank of North 
Dakota (BND). It holds all of its home state’s revenues 
as deposits by law, acting as a sort of “mini-Fed” for 
North Dakota. According to reports, the BND is more 
profi table even than Goldman Sachs, has a better credit 

rating than J.P. Morgan Chase, and has seen solid profi t 
growth for almost 15 years. The BND continued to re-
port record profi ts after two years of oil bust in the state, 
suggesting that it is highly profi table on its own merits 
because of its business model. The BND does not pay 
bonuses, fees, or commissions; has no high paid execu-
tives; does not speculate on risky derivatives; does not 

have multiple branches; does not need to 
advertise; and does not have private share-
holders seeking short-term profi ts. The 
profi ts return to the bank, which distributes 
them as dividends to the state.

The federal government could set up 
a bank on a similar model. It has massive 
revenues, which it could leverage into 

credit for its own purposes. Since fi nancing is typically 
about 50 percent of the cost of infrastructure, the gov-
ernment could cut infrastructure costs in half by borrow-
ing from its own bank. Public-private partnerships are a 
good deal for investors but a bad deal for the public. The 
federal government can generate its own credit without 
private fi nancial middlemen. That is how China does it, 
and we can too. (Ed. And so can Canada, and with less 
effort than needed in the U.S.)

(Continued from page 22)

“[P]rivate banks 
create nearly 97 

percent of the money 
supply today. ”
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$$CALLCALL $$CALLCALL $$CALLCALL

Outdorr Kitchen, MintOutdorr Kitchen, Mint
2015 Rockwood

Full LoadFull Load
2007 Regal

7.3L Powerstroke Diesel7.3L Powerstroke Diesel
1993 Ford Bus

Rear Bedroom, Gen SetRear Bedroom, Gen Set
1992 Rockwood

$$CALLCALL

40 ft Toy Hauler40 ft Toy Hauler
2010 Road Warrior

$$CALLCALL

4 Stroke4 Stroke
2011 Honda 450F

$$CALLCALL

29’ Bunks29’ Bunks
2002 25 Ft Wilderness

$$CALLCALL

Fifth WheelFifth Wheel
1998 Sportsman 21 Ft

$$CALLCALL

With SlideoutWith Slideout
1998 Dutchman

$$CALLCALL

8281WS8281WS
2015 Rockwood

$$CALLCALL

4x4 Full Load4x4 Full Load
2007 Duramax 1 Ton

$$CALLCALL

Picker TruckPicker Truck
2008 Ford F-450

$$CALLCALL

YZF450YZF450
2008 Yamaha

$$CALLCALL

4x44x4
2008 Jeep Compass

$$CALLCALL

4x44x4
2007 Ford F-150 

$$CALLCALL

4 Speed4 Speed
1971 Jeep V6

$$CALLCALL

MintMint
2012 Can-Am 1000

$$CALLCALL

2x7, Clean2x7, Clean
1999 Kawaski

$$CALLCALL

MegaCab 4x4MegaCab 4x4
2006 Dodge 1500 HD

$$CALLCALL

V6 - 5 SpeedV6 - 5 Speed
2006 Ford Mustang

$$CALLCALL

Test Drive TodayTest Drive Today
2013 Ford Fusion

$$CALLCALL

w/ Trailerw/ Trailer
1998 Tiger Shark

$$CALLCALL

DuramaxDuramax
2007 Topkick 550 Picker

$$CALLCALL

2009 Chrysler

$$CALLCALL

Leather, 4x4Leather, 4x4
1997 Chev Tahoe Full Load

$$CALLCALL

4x44x4
2007 Jeep Patriot

$$CALLCALL

4x4, Mint4x4, Mint
2005 Honda

$$CALLCALL

750750
2005 Honda Shadow

$$CALLCALL

20082008
Xtreme Sport

$$CALLCALL

4x44x4
1999 Honda 300 

$$CALLCALL

4x4, Diesel4x4, Diesel
2003 Dodge 2500

$$CALLCALL

5 speed, 8 inch lift5 speed, 8 inch lift
2001 Jeep 4.0L

$$CALLCALL

Full LoadFull Load
2002 Chev 2500 HD

$$CALLCALL

Electric StartElectric Start
2009 Honda 450

$$CALLCALL

4 Cyl - 5 Speed4 Cyl - 5 Speed
2011 Ford Fiesta

$$CALLCALL

V6, AutoV6, Auto
1996 Ford Mustang

$$CALLCALL

Duramax 4x4Duramax 4x4
2005 GMC 2500

$$CALLCALL

2000 Ford Excursion

$$CALLCALL

Low KM (Mint)Low KM (Mint)
2011 Volkswagon Jetta

$$CALLCALL

4x44x4
2013 Dodge 1500

$$CALLCALL

w/Trailerw/Trailer
1987 International

$$CALLCALL

Divider, AutoDivider, Auto
2002 Ford V8 Cargo Van

$$CALLCALL

(Like New(Like New
2012 Winnibego

High OutputHigh Output
2007 Yamaha AR230

$$CALLCALL

$$CALLCALL

4x4, Leather4x4, Leather
2005 GMC Yukon

$$CALLCALL

Check it OutCheck it Out
1999 Golden Falcon

$$CALLCALL

Diesel PusherDiesel Pusher
1997 Newmar Dutchstar


