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We have a large selectionofibeer
& wine to choose from!

Open 10 am to 11 pm Daily
Mountain Shopping Strip 778-8989

www.whitecourtcommunications.ca
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TNP EXTERIORS

Many Colour Optlons Avallable
= Providing Leaf Guard & 5” Continuous Eavestroughing!
= Siding = Soffits = Fascia = Window & Door
Capping = Metal Roof & Wall Installation
= Custom Metal Detail
Residential & Commercial

Phone: 780-706-9255 « Fax: 780-778-6168

History of Ladies’ Auxiliary Royal,
Canadian Legion No. 210
by Florence Storseth

The first meeting of the Fort Assiniboine Ladies’
Auxiliary to the Royal Canadian Legion No. 210 branch
was held on March 1, 1947 in the old Fort Assiniboine
Community Hall. Officers elected at that meeting were
as follows: President Mrs. J. Coley, 1st Vice-President
Marjorie Koppe, 2nd Vice-President Pauline Schulte,
Secretary-Treasurer Dorothy Parks, Executive Com-
mittee: Florence Storseth, Mrs. E. Strand, Emma McK-
eand, Violet Nickason, Mrs. H. Nickason, Mrs. W.
Thomson Sr.

Our charter which we received on April 11, 1947
bears the names of: Mrs. R. Parks, Mrs. Pauline Schulte,
Mrs. A. McKeand, Mrs. J. Machtemes, Mrs. H. Nicka-

(Continued on page 16)

Mrs Ryckman Sr. receiving life membership pin
from Beth Bujeau, District Commander 1972. Florence
Storseth looks on, before receiving her 25 year pin.

Gold Taile

For Ladies, Men & Couples

780.778.4879

&{MwAWrwm & Walte-ins %@&(mw

- Actylic Nails - Shellac Gel Polish ift Contificates Availalle
« Gel Nails + Gel Toes  « Body Waxing MABG" SPECIAL®
«Nail Art Designs ~ « Paraffin Wax HERBAL PEDICURE

« Stamp & Design ~ + Spa Pedicure

« Herbal Pedi « Spa Manicure 31 0'OFF

«Hot Stone Pedi  « Foot & Hand Massage
SEE OUR IN-STORE SPECIALS “Elp wn“TEn

Midtown Mall e Hours Mon. - Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-5

SPRINGI&
SUMMER

Commercial

W&B Insured
« Final Clean after Construction & Renovation ﬂ“tsul e

« INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
+ Fence & Deck Painting - Grass Cutting & Yard Work, 0
induding Edger Work! n
« Window, Fabric & Carpet Cleaning - Floor Waxing
Call Hong for a FREE Estimate!

780-779-8040

E: hong.lai@yahoo.com

WHITECOURT
DECKING & RAILING

WHY REPAINT THE DECK YEAR AFTER YEAR?
MAKE I'T LAST!

WEATHERDEK S.TAR.

Waterproof, Vinyl .| Aluminum

Decking -5 to 15 W =] Railing Systems
year warranty 20 yr. warranty.

778-2336 * Cell: 706-9406
SECURE ON-SITE DOCUMENT

7507780 73

SCHEDULED **2irmeste
v/ Stay on top of i

Choose = 0;35:: *8 per
Your &‘E 2= smsdung '; a([’kers Boxeg
Service: g2 | &Recyding ””Todayl .

your office paper flow

ONE TIME =

v/ Great forc#ﬁf_gg_cl_eg_nﬂs_gr\year end! Herman Hansen
ALTOGETHER Locally Owned & Operated,

SHREDDING SERVICES
e

7.80~7.7/850873
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What's Up in Whitecourt

Economic Forum
March 2 - 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Westward Centre

Lunch & Learn

March 3 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Toddlers & Literacy - AIMC
Registration is required - register online!

2017 Budget Information Open House

March 8 - 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Allan & Jean Millar Centre

Meet Town Council and share your thoughts on
what is planned for 2017 and future budgets. Informa-
tion on this year’s budget, including budget allocations
and service enhancements, will be available.

Comments from participants will be compiled and
reviewed by Council during final budget deliberations.

Night Out In Whitecourt (NOW Event)

March 10 - 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Sledding & So Much S’more

Dahl Drive Toboggan Hill - 47 St. and 43 Avenue

Join us for a night of sliding and roasting marshmal-
lows by the fire! Please bring your own sled.

Tim Hortons Community Fun Night

March 11 - 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Everyone is welcome to join in! Check out our fun
and FREE ATB Financial Fieldhouse activities at the Al-
lan & Jean Millar Centre. Our inflatable obstacle course
“The Tim Hortons Double Double” will be up and ready
to go for all Time Hortons Community Fun Nights!

Allan & Jean Millar Centre

Community Garden Meeting

March 13 - 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Would you like to garden but don’t have the space?

Whitecourt’s Community Garden is hosting its an-
nual gardeners’ meeting on Monday, March 13 from
4:00 to 6:00pm at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre board-
room. Garden plots will be assigned and a gardener’s
contract will be required. Plots are $40 per season and
fees are due at the time of registration.

Teen Monthly Mayhem Night

March 24 - 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Allan & Jean Millar Centre

Scavenger Hunt

Come ready to explore the Allan & Jean Millar Cen-
tre and perform some entertaining tasks along the way.
Prizes will be awarded to those who complete the hunt!

Accounting Solutions And Procedures

Do you need help filing
your taxes? Give us a call.

For all your bookkeeping & investment needs.

Bus: 780-706-2068 Cell: 780-779-0523

Top 5 Reasons to Advertise in the

Community Advisor
1. Support a Truly Free Press. The Advisor has
ground breaking political columns that help keep
alive the concept of a truly free press. We also have
local news, bad jokes, history, puzzles etc., so that
there is something for everyone.

2. Monthly Production. You can consistently
advertise for a fraction of the cost of a weekly. For
example, you can pay just $44.95 a month for a 1/8
page B&W Ad with a six month booking.

3. Total Market Coverage. We cover Whitecourt's
trading area. Every month, approximately 2,000 copies
of the Community Advisor are sent to Blue Ridge,
Carrot Creek, Fox Creek, Ft. Assiniboine, Mayerthorpe,
Peers, Sangudo, Swan Hills and Whitecourt. We also
drop off 1,250 additional copies at coffee shops etc.

4 Our handy booklet format. It costs significantly
more to produce, but it means your advertisement is
likely to stay in circulation longer.

5. Find the OZ Contest. We give away monthly
prizes, with a grand year end price of a laptop to
readers who study our ads to find a hidden OZ.

PAGE 3

24 Hour Card Lock -
5011 - 50 Ave - 780-778-1865 - Email: nitro24@live.ca

« Drop-In, Monthly, Quarterly & Yearly Rates Available -
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-y Whitecourt
Y PHYSICAL THERAPY
Mon. to Fri. 8 to 8 « (780) 706-5003 ¢ Midtown Mall

OUR SERVICES:

+ Individual Physiotherapy Assessment and Treatment
+ Work Related Injury Assessment & Treatment
Work Reconditioning Program - Foot Orthotics
« Motor Vehicle Accident Rehabilitation - Acupuncture
+ Manual & Manipulative Therapy - Sports Injury Management
« Intramuscular Stimulation
« Physical Conditioning Program « Pre- Employment Screening

REFERRALS ACCEPTED FROM:

« Employers & Safety Coordinators
W

+ Physicians

+ Walk-in Patients

« Insurance Companies

« Other Professionals

FEES COVERED BY:

« WCB (Workers Compensation Board) - Independent Contracts with Employers
« Extended Health Insurance Plans - Casualty Insurers (motor vehicle accidents)
« Personal Payment (receipts will be provided)

Whitecourt « Edson ¢ Hinton « Fox Creek

HEARING LOSS
HEARING CARE [SvmeTn
D O CTO R S increased risk
of dementia

J: Found to cause
N irreversible

cognitive decline
Early use of
hearing aids can
_ help prevent risk of
Phone: 1-780-571-8384 | Cognitive decline
Toll Free: 1-877-215-1318 | anddementia
Email: info@hearingcaredoctors.ca o
We are authorized provider for: | earingaids
don’t have to
WCB, DVA, NIHB, cost a fortune
AADL and RCMP

Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

5115-49th Street « Unit 3 & 5, Midtown Mall

Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1P3

PRETTY&POLISHED
Nﬂlls 4812 - 50 Avenue,

Next to Sears

./
oyt 780-779-9998
a "S ecome
IncIudmgAfterHours MARCH SPECIALS
Appointments - $10 OFF Herbal Pedicure

Check Out QurIn- Eyebrow Wax & Tint
Store Specials $5 OFF
Half Leg Wax $5 OFF

Give the gift of relaxation with a gift certificate
HOURS: Mon - Sat 10-6 CLOSED: Sunday & Stat Holidays

Fake news and you
Britain has created a parliamentary committee to look
into ‘fake news’. This original overt establishment plan,
propagated in the western countries, was to find ways to
stymie fake stories that spring up in the age of the Internet;
ostensibly so the voter can be properly informed.

There are already independent websites out there,
such as snopes.com and hoaxbusters.org, doing a good job
of providing an analysis of the fake news our would-be
protectors say they are targeting.

So why the concern by the authorities?

In a nutshell, it is that the independent hoax busters,
and individuals looking to think and compare the validity
of Internet news are, well, independent. They are not un-
der the sway of the heavily centralized, thoroughly com-
promised, mainstream media.

The problem, for the elitists, is that with the age of
the Internet there are many stories surfacing that directly
contradict the official line. For example, it is proving to be
impossible to keep a lid on information about the massive
monetary fraud that passes for our financial system.

So there was a plan to protect us from the fake news
on the Internet; or at least that was the overt plan. The
covert plan was to use various sophisticated propagated
techniques to lump accurate dissident information in with
the hoax stories, the better to keep us uninformed.

Except the genie is out of the bottle. Much to the cha-
grin of the would-be manipulators, their own, no doubt
carefully chosen, sobriquet, ‘fake news” has been reflected
back at them. U.S. president Trump’s use of the term for
the mainstream media is just an echo of his populist base.
What is more, polls show that general trust in the validity
of establishment media is at an all-time low and falling.
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YOUR Local Computer Experts
Server, PCand Laptop
SELTEC

Sales and Service
compurers

PAGE 5

L Kim'g Nailgs

5008 - 50th Street (Across from ATB)
P. 780.778.8680 C. 780.262.0647

ShellacGels

> Now/Available!!
Hours: Mon. to Sat. ~ 9 am - 6 pm

,780-778-4501 #6 3702 37 Ave. e S

www.seltec.ca Guf? Certyfrcates Avadlatle

Alberta Advantage long gone to

For those not following the in-
vestment news, Alberta now ranks
lower than both of our neighbouring
provinces as a place to invest for oil
and gas. Even if oil prices continue
their comeback, it seems unlikely .
that the Alberta Advantage will re- b &

Onsite Services
Home and Business
Network Setup
Support Contracts

“Democracy extends
the sphere of
individual freedom,
socialism restricts it.
Democracy attaches
all possible value
to each person;

COMMUNITY

Advisor

Publisher: Dan Parker
Computers: Robert
Miranda

socialism makes
each person a
mere agent, a mere
number. Democracy
and socialism have
nothing in common
but one word:
equality. But notice
the difference: while
democracy seeks
equality in liberty,
socialism seeks
equality in restraint
and servitude.”
Friedrick Hayek -
Road to Serfdom

turn anytime soon. A reason is that policies being put in
place by the current provincial government promise to
hurt big and small businesses alike for some time.

Along with personal and corporate tax hikes, there is
also a major increase in the minimum wage that is dam-
aging to small businesses, a new carbon tax that goes
into general government taxes, a major increase in the
education portion of property taxes, increased taxes on
high earners and so on. All of this of course took place in
the midst of a major meltdown in oil prices.

A report released by the Fraser Institute reiterated
Alberta dropped 18 spots to 43rd out of 96 jurisdictions
worldwide from 2015 to 2016 on a “policy perception
index,” which measures the extent that government pol-
icy discourages oil and gas investment.

(Continued on page 7)

rights.” -

4907 52 Ave. Box 294
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N4
Ph: 780-778-3949
Fax: 888-539-2528

CommunityAdvisor.NET

“The liberty
of the press is
the palladium

of all the
civil, political,
and religious
Junius

Advisor@0OZMedia.ca

Circulation: 3,250
Published Monthly

r

N N S
r‘v’;,;q'-;‘-v.—--v ~=

=
A

Sang
S AFETY 170

Bus: 780-706-2046 =

ster

www.sangstersafety.com

Fax: 780-778-2297

Wellsite,
Gasplant,
Pipeline
Supervision
& Medic
Services
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GO Y

2nd and 4th Thursday of the Month
1pm - $50 Buy-in + Registration Fee

Sw% n Tu/lﬂ s

Grilled Lobster Tail
60z Tenderloin Steak

Your choice of sides
& dessert

w@ 99

(per person)

EVERY FRIDAY
FROM 6-10 PM

BAR & GRILL

5 EAGLE RIVER (A5|N0
>1 & Travel Ploza

HWY 43 & 32N (AT THE SWAN HILLS TURNOFF) | WHITECOURT, AB | T7S 1N3 | 780.779.2727
WWW.EAGLERIVERCASINO.CA
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(Continued from page 5)

This has continued the drop from 2014, when Alber-
ta ranked in the top 15, but fell to 25 in 2015. This means
over the last two years, there are 28 more jurisdictions
receiving investment preference over Alberta for the oil
and gas industry, including Saskatchewan and B.C.

The 2014 drop is interesting in that it was the PCs
in power then. A saying at that time was that people
were not abandoning the PCs during the 2015 election,
but that the PCs had abandoned them. In many ways it
seemed the PCs were bowing to an out of touch elitist
agenda, rather than giving the concerns of their elector-
ate priority.

Of course the split in the electorate between the PCs
and the Wild Rose that led to the NDP victory had most
wishing for the good old days of the more gradual decline
in the Alberta Advantage caused by the PC government.

However, with the Trump victory, consideration
of the people’s concerns may once again be on the up-
swing. As Edmonton Sun Columnist Anthony Furey
pointed out, Trumps inauguration speech included the
observation that his platform was largely based on “the
just and reasonable demands of a righteous public”. This
is opposed to political platforms being based on an elitist
agenda in which the interests of the voter often seem an
afterthought. Time will tell if Trump can do anything.

Afinal point to consider is that the U.S. could indeed
do much better than Trump as a presidential choice.
Where the mainstream media and their ill-informed fol-
lowers fail is in self awareness. They don’t know enough
to realize that with all his faults, Trump is still a step up
from the reality behind their preferred candidates.

As it stands, this province, and Canada as a whole,
have to weather leaders who are seemingly oblivious
to the undemocratic reality of the global elitist agenda.
There is talk of a major change coming in the so-called
democratic world, and hopefully Canada is not far be-
hind in this endeavour.

In Alberta, the ‘unite the right” movement could en-
sure a move towards more voter representation in the
next election. Still, at the federal level, the carbon tax
continues to be pushed. What is more, rather than use
the publicly owned Bank of Canada, there is work on a
new infrastructure bank under the guidance of vampire
private bankers. Already there is talk of new taxes, toll
roads and so on for this next squeeze.

SPA & WELLNESS CENTER

"WHITECOURT'S FIRST LUXURY SPA"

Book Appointments by Phone: 780-778-3552
www.divinespawellnesscenter.com

W i ie e ot /a
Work Weer & I.llﬂ@@ EQULICIUE]

work tfard fave faﬂ make a difference

IEMBROIDERY{ordH EAT{RRESS{optionlavailable’}
Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781
Mon to Sat 9 -6, Thurs 9-9, Sun 10 -6

Persenallized App

bookkeeping & tax specialists

H&R BLOCK"

personal, business & corporate tax returns

~ OPEN YEAR ROUND ~

at Nitro Gym
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Pure, Fresh Water
Made by Reverse Osmosis

18.9 Litre Water 3 Oo
Fill for as low as W »

with purchase of punch card

RN

GENERAL

STORE 780-778-3636

Whitecourt & District

RS0 )

Sundays - Open 12 - 4, Adult Book Club @
2 pm March 19, Adult Art Therapy @ 1 to 3
March 26.

Mondays - Toddler Time @ 10:30 each week,
Genealogy @ 6:30 Parent Support Group @
6:30 March 27th.

Tuesdays - Weekday Storytime @ 2 pm ESL
@ 3:30, Sassy Stitches @ 6:30, Each week
of March.

Wednesdays - Weekday Storytime @ 10:30,
Each Week, March 1 iphone basics - 6 -
7:30.

Thursdays - ESL 6:30 except for 16th &
23rd, My Baby & Me @ 9:30 am Each Week.
Teen Night @ 7 to 8 March 16th, Teen Movie
Night @ 6 to 8 pm March 30.

Fridays - Senior’'s Program @ 2 pm March
17th

Saturdays - Saturday Storytime @ 10:30,
Saturday Afternoon Movie @ 1 pm Each
Week, Mini-Stix Hockey Tournament, 1 to 4
pm on March 18.

Oil Market Update

Saudi Arabia produced less than its allotted quota in
January, helping to bring one million barrels per day of
OPEC crude supply offline. Iraq made two thirds of its
agreed cuts, while Russia delivered on a third of prom-
ised reductions thus far.

Canadian drilling activity remained near a two-year
high at the start of February. While the vast majority of
recent activity has been focused on the Prairies, British
Columbia’s Montney region is also generating renewed
interest.

U.S. crude output has grown by over half a million
barrels per day in the past four months. Continued pro-
gression in the number of active rigs, combined with
sustained productivity gains, suggest additional upside
potential in terms of 2017 supply growth.

Western Canada sees renewed interest as a
growth region

Similar to the U.S., Canada has seen a sustained
pickup in drilling so far in 2017. As of early February,
the number of active rigs remained near a two-year high.
Much of the pickup has been focused on the Prairies —
88 percent of all Canadian oil and gas drilling was split
between Alberta and Saskatchewan in the first week of
February — but the largely natural gas-focused Montney
region of British Columbia is also generating consider-
able attention as an investment destination. At its Janu-
ary 2017 public tender, the provincial oil and gas rights
sale raised more than it had for the past two years com-
bined, at nearly $40 million.

As long as rising North American production con-
tinues to be offset by supply cuts among major OPEC
and non-OPEC producers, oil prices are likely to re-
main fairly stable in the coming months. Moreover, with
global demand expected to grow steadily, significant in-
ventory drawdowns — likely a necessary condition for
higher prices — remain a distinct possibility. For now,
all eyes are on Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Russia, to gauge
whether the record initial compliance achieved thus far
can be sustained by the accord’s biggest and most influ-
ential participants.

A thief was arrested for breaking into Make My
Fun Hobby’s and Toys and stealing a board game...

He got Life.
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Anatomy of a ‘fake news’ story
In the controversy over what constitutes ‘fake news’
the mainstream media is following its tried and true meth-
ods of creating false impressions in the most subtle and
skillful of ways. For example, recently there have been a
plethora of stories, including in the Edmonton Sun, head-
lined along the lines of “Trump pens made in China’.

The impression made by the headline is that Trump is a
hypocrite, or incompetent, in his America first policy; in the
most public of ways by flourishing pens made in China.

Seriously, it would be remiss if the leader of the most
powerful country in the world was concerned with where
his pens were made, or instituted an unworkable policy
whereby everything the Whitehouse used had to immedi-
ately be American made. If he was so inclined, much harsh-
er, and more justifiable, criticism could and would be levied
along the lines of ‘what is the matter with this kook, that he
is spending his first days in office focussing on where his
pens are made, instead of more serious issues’.

Secondly, the pens that Trump is using were the ones
the Whitehouse had been using since the at least the time
of Gerald Ford. The headline leaves the impression that
there is something new or newsworthy going on in re-

gards to Trump using the ‘made in China’ pen.

Or that would be the case, if the pens were actually
‘made in China’, which they are not. They are assembled
in America, from both foreign and domestic made parts,
making them more of an American product than most
things made there these days. One part is processed in
China. The mainstream articles generally admit the lat-
ter points, but then do nothing to change the headline.

A point made in the comments section regarding the
Trump showdown on ‘news’ is that many of the journal-
ists involved believe they are being impartial, while en-
gaging in blatant discrimination and the creation of false
impressions. (Ed - and they got to feed their kids).

Hebert Schiller in Culture Inc stated “It is not nec-
essary to construct a theory of intentional cultural con-
trol. In truth, the strength of the control process rests
in its apparent absence. The desired systemic result is
achieved ordinarily by a loose, though effective, institu-
tional process. It utilizes the education of journalists and
other media professionals, built-in penalties and rewards
for doing what is expected, norms presented as objective
rules, and the occasional but telling direct intrusion from
above. The main lever is the internalization of values.”

MonTHLY QuiZ
SPELLING
1.) Nightclub with danc-
ing; “dis ko tek” 2) A
trace; “sin til ah” 3) Wish-

ing good health to the
sneezer; “ge zununt hite”

YOCABULARY

1) Scalene: measured
to fit, down-sized, with
unequal sides, scaly 2)

LAPTOPS
REMOVED
AT NIGHT

OZ Computers

COMPUTER REPAIR ONSITE

4907 - 52
Avenue
780-778-3949

NO EXTRA
CHARGE

Installed FREE Version of
AntiVirus (for home use) and
Open Office, if requested

LOOKING'FOR

OZ Techs
Remediate &

Educate!

A Scapular is worn on
the: head shoulders wrist
ankles 3) Scarify: to
frighten, to slightly cut, to
make scarce, to object

WoRD JUMBLE

1)POXE
2)ARTAK
3)QUELAP
4)DUCCONT

See page 23 for answers

Dell ‘All in 1

Free Antivirus Installed
Free Office Libre

4 GB RAM ¢« 23" Screen
320 GB Harddrive
Win 7 HP

Nice Size, Refurbished
Not Touch Screen

WIN 7 PRO?

Firee Anuivirus Installed
Free Office Libre
CORE i5
4 GB RAM « 500 GB HD
Win 7 PRO » 15.6” Screen

$449.00

Great Business Machine w
WIN 7 PRO

Towers
Free Antivirus Installed
Free Office Libre
4 GB RAM
DVDRW
Win 7 HP

$279.00

Good for Second Computer
or Backup

WE REMOVE THE BLOATWARE

& SAVE YOU MONEY YEAR AFTER YEAR.

WE INSTALL GOOD FREE ANTI-VIRUS & OPEN OFFICE IF
NEEDED, BURN RECOVERY DISKS
AND ADVISE ON SAFE SURFING!
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Council Update

The Town of Whitecourt is hosting a 2017 Budget
Open House on Wednesday, March 8 from 4:00 to 7:00
p.m. at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre. The event, which
is in its second year, will provide information to the pub-
lic on the interim budget, provide opportunity for rate-
payers to comment, and allow for two-way communica-
tion between the public and Whitecourt representatives.

In celebration of Canada’s 150th anniversary, the
Whitecourt Communities in Bloom Committee pro-
posed that the municipality install flagpoles at Memo-
rial Point. The Committee feels this would be a lasting
and patriotic celebration to mark this milestone for our
country. The item has been forwarded to 2017 budget
deliberations for further discussion.

Whitecourt will be advocating on behalf of the
Whitecourt Trailblazers to Alberta Transportation in re-
gards to an enhanced snowmobile crossing of the Atha-
basca River. Currently, snowmobiles can only cross
the Athabasca River when weather conditions allow.
The Club would like to see a more permanent solution
to provide safe crossing for those snowmobiling in the
area, and suggested that the Athabasca River bridge
be extended/modified to allow for snowmobile traffic.
Whitecourt will be requesting that Alberta Infrastructure
conduct a review of options for providing safe crossing
on Highway 43.

The final 2016 Project List was submitted to Coun-
cil for review. The list outlines projects and initiatives
undertaken during the 2016 budget year. A copy of the
list is available on www.whitecourt.ca.

Members of Whitecourt Town Council will be at-
tending the 2017 Federation of Canadian Municipalities
conference in Ottawa June 1 to 4.

Wolverines make long-term

commitment to stay in Whitecourt

The Whitecourt Wolverines are proud to announce
that the team is committed to staying in Whitecourt for
the long term. The decision was made following a recent
meeting between the Club’s owner, Brent Stark, and
Whitecourt’s Mayor and Town Council.

“l love Whitecourt. I’ve always said that the town
has given me and my family everything that | have,
and | want this team to succeed in Whitecourt,” said
Whitecourt Wolverine owner Brent Stark.

With this recent announcement, the Whitecourt
Wolverines and the Town of Whitecourt are exploring
long-term partnership opportunities, both in terms of
marketing and infrastructure enhancements.

“I’m thrilled with the Club’s decision,” remarked
Whitecourt Mayor Maryann Chichak. “The Town sees
the value this Club has in our community — not only for
residents in terms of entertainment and the youth for
mentorship, but also in terms of economic benefit.“

The Whitecourt Wolverines and the Town of
Whitecourt will be working collaboratively to make
enhancements to the Scott Safety Centre for the Club’s
permanent and exclusive use.

“Thank you to the Town of Whitecourt for continu-
ing to work in partnership with us to meet the Club’s
goals and objectives, both short and long term,” added
Stark. “We thank our fans and sponsors for their con-
tinued support and are looking for new and innovative
ways to market our team.”

For information on the Whitecourt Wolverines visit
www.whitecourtwolverines.ca.

To Get Your Season
Tickets Call Nathalie
180-286-9119

Fmail: Nathalie@whitecourtwolverines.com

2016/17 Home Games

DAY  DATE AGAINST TIME

Sherwood Park Crusaders
Fort McMurray Oil Barons

STAY TUNED
FOR PLAYOFFSI!!!
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WinA lantnn contastl Congratulations to: Rze 77ofinuk our February Winner!

Here's How It Works:

“_Find the hidden

every month and we will enter your name in our

Monthly Draw for a $50 Git Certificate!

PLS a chance to win...

‘S0 - °§O0

Freddy’s 2-1 Pizza Oz Media
Gift Certificate Gift Certificate

1 Draw Every Month

1) Find the

Ice Safety Tips

Fishing

(From the Internet)

Many of our favorite outdoor activities take place
near or on the ice. Ice usually appears on our lakes in
mid to late fall and can remain well into the spring. As
much as we love to skate, toboggan, and fish, ice over
cold lake water can pose some serious, life threatening
dangers.

Keep the following guidelines in mind when play-
ing near or on the ice:

» Lakes undergoing aeration projects to minimize
fish Kkills from severe winter conditions often
have areas of open water and
thin ice. These lakes are con-
sidered potentially hazardous
to the public and are required
to have highly visible signage
stating the dangers.

e Never walk on ice that is less
than 10 cm (4 in.) thick and
do not drive on ice that is
less than 30 cm (12 in.) thick.
When in doubt, don’t do it.

e Beware of ice near the inlet
and outlet of streams. Always
be extra cautious on river
and stream ice. Ice can vary
in thickness and strength
from area to area because of
temperature, water current,
springs, snow cover, and time
of year.

about! th'é dan'gerist;" '__“,

e Do not drive fast, follow

%n one of our advertisers ads

2.) Email: advisor@ozmedia.ca, or call 780-778-3949
3. We enter YOUR name in our monthly draw

ALL ENTRIES WILL
BE ENTERED IN
THE DRAW TO

Qur ‘Wina
Laptop Contest’

Draw will be made on
December 15th, 2017

closely behind, or park near another vehicle on
the ice. Ice can bend and crack with the weight
of people, vehicles or heavy snow. Keep an eye
on ice and snow conditions ahead of you. If the
weather has been warm or heavy snow has de-
pressed the ice, there may be hidden slush traps
that can trap a vehicle.

When travelling in a vehicle on lake ice, keep
your seat belts off, open your window a crack,
and half unlatch your door so it can be opened
quickly. Always carry a shovel and tow rope in
your vehicle.

Always carry waterproof matches and nails or
spikes in your pocket to help you get out of the
water.

If you should fall through the
ice:

e Exit your vehicle immediately.

e If in the water, go to the ice
edge and break your way to ice that
can hold your weight. Time is of the
essence.

e Crawl on your belly up on ice,
spreading your weight as far as pos-
sible. Use nails or spikes for added
traction.

» Immediately seek a warm place
to remove wet clothes. This may
mean going to shore and quickly
building a fire. Remember! Hypo-
thermia can set in quickly and leave
you helpless.
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The Italian Banking Crisis: No There seems little doubt that BMP and other insol-

Free Lunch - Or Is There? vent banks will be rescued. The biggest banks are al-
by Ellen Brown ) ways rescued, no matter how negligent or corrupt, be-

cause in our existing system, banks create the money
we use in trade. Virtually the entire money
(1 .
The biggest supply is now created by banks when they
make loans, as the Bank of England has
banks are always acknowledged. When the banks collapse,
rescued, No matter | economies collapse, because bank-created
how negligent or | money is the grease that oils the wheels of
production.

FURNITURE<* EQUIPMENT *PRINTING

It has been called
“a bigger risk than
Brexit”— the Italian
banking crisis that
could take down the
eurozone. Handwring- ’
ing officials say “there corrupt, because in
is no free Iunch”.and “no magic bullet.” our existing system,
But UK Prof. Richard Werner says the
magic bullet is just being ignored.

So the Italian banks will no doubt be
banks create the rescued. The question is, how? Normally,
money we use in distressed banks can raise cash by selling

In December 2016, Italian voters re- trade '_[helr non-performlng I9ans (NPLs) to other
iacted a referendum to amend their consti- T investors at a discount; but recovery on the
] . . mountain of Italian bad debts is so doubtful
tution to give the government more power,

and the Italian prime minister resigned. The resultin that foreign investors are unlikely to bite. In
P , gned. N9 the past, bankrupt too-big-to-fail banks have sometimes

chaos has pushed Italy’s already-troubled banks into . . . o .
; : - been nationalized. That discourages “moral hazard” -

bankruptcy. First on the chopping block is the 500 year : . .

. Lo rewarding banks for bad behavior — but it’s at the cost
old Banca Monte dei Paschi di Siena SpA (BMP), the of imposing the bad debts on the government. Further
oldest surviving bank in the world and the third largest posing g ' )

bank in Italy. The concern is that its loss could trigger the new EU rules require a .ba'l in” before a government
; bailout, something the Italian government is desperate to
collapse of other banks and even of the eurozone itself.

(Continued on page 14)
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avoid. As explained on a European website called Social
Europe:

The EU’s banking union, which came into
force in January 2016, prescribes that when a
bank runs into trouble, existing stakeholders
— namely, shareholders, junior creditors and,
sometimes, even senior creditors and depositors
with deposits in excess of the guaranteed amount
of €100,000 — are required to take a loss before
public funds can be used . . . .

[The problem is that] the subordinated bonds

tem.

It could also explain why Goldman Sachs took it
upon itself to propose a way out of this dilemma: instead
of buying Italian government bonds in their quantitative
easing program, the ECB and the central bank of Italy
could buy the insolvent banks’ nonperforming loans.

As observed in a July 2016 article in The Financial
Times titled “Goldman: Italy’s Bank Saga — Not Such
a Big Deal,” Italy’s NPLs then stood at €210bn, and the
ECB was buying €120bn per year of outstanding Italian
government bonds as part of its quantitative easing (QE)
scheme. The author quoted Goldman’s Francesco Garza-

that would take a hit are not simply
owned by well-off families and other | &&
banks: as much as half of the €60 bil-
lion of subordinated bonds are esti-
mated to be owned by around 600,000
small savers, who in many cases were
fraudulently mis-sold these bonds by
the banks as being risk-free (as good as
deposits basically).

The government got a taste of the po-
tential backlash a year ago, when it forced

One victim made
headlines when he
hung himself and
left a note blaming
his bank, which
had taken his entire
€100,000 savings.

relli, who said, “by the time QE is over —
not sooner than end 2017, on our baseline
scenario — around a fifth of Italy’s public
debt will be sitting on the Bank of Italy’s
balance sheet.” Bringing the entire net
stock of bad loans onto the government’s
balance sheet, he said, would be equiva-
lent to just nine months’ worth of Italian
government bond purchases by the ECB.

Buying bank debt with money gener-
ated by the central bank would rescue the

losses onto the bondholders of four small
banks. One victim made headlines when he hung himself
and left a note blaming his bank, which had taken his
entire €100,000 savings.

Goldman Sachs Weighs In

It is not just the small savers that are at risk. Accord-
ing to a July 2016 article titled “Look Who’s Frantically
Demanding That Taxpayers Stop Italy’s Bank Melt-
down”:

The total exposure of French banks and pri-
vate investors alone to Italian government debt
exceeds €250 billion. Germany holds €83.2 bil-
lion worth of Italian bonds. Deutsche bank alone
has nearly €12 billion worth of Italian bonds on
its books. The other banking sectors most at risk
of contagion are Spain (€44.6 billion), the U.S.
(€42.3 billion) the UK (€29.8 billion) and Japan
(€27.6 billion).

... All of which helps to explain why banks
and their representatives at the IMF and the ECB
are frantically demanding a no-expenses-spared
taxpayer-funded rescue of Italy’s banking sys-

banks without cost to the taxpayers, the
bondholders or the government. So why hasn’t this op-
tion been pursued?

The Inflation Objection

Perhaps the concern is that it would be inflationary.
But UK Prof. Richard Werner, who invented the term
“guantitative easing” when he was advising the Japanese
in the 1990s, says inflation would not result. In 2012, he
proposed a similar solution to the European banking cri-
sis, citing three successful historical precedents.

(Continued on page 15)
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One was the US Federal Reserve’s quantitative eas-
ing program, in which it bought $1.7 trillion in mort-
gage-backed securities from the banks. These securities
were widely understood to be “toxic” — Wall Street’s
own burden of NPLs. The move was highly controver-
sial, but it worked for its intended purpose: the banks
did not collapse, the economy got back on its feet, and
the much-feared inflation did not result. Werner says this
was because no new money entered the non-bank econ-
omy. The QE was just an accounting maneuver, an asset
swap in the reserve accounts of the banks themselves.

His second example was in Britain in 1914, when

rather than from bondholders. Borrowing in the bond
market fattens the underwriters but creates no new mon-
ey in the form of bank credit for the economy. Borrow-
ing from banks does create new money as bank credit.

Clearly, when central banks want to save the bank-
ing system without cost to the government or the people,
they know how to do it. So the question remains, why
hasn’t the ECB followed the Federal Reserve’s lead and
pursued this option?

The Moral Hazard Objection

Perhaps it is because banks that know they will be

the British banking sector collapsed after
the government declared war on Germany.
This was not a good time for a banking cri-
sis, so the Bank of England simply bought
the banks’ NPLs. “There was no credit
crunch,” wrote Werner, “and no recession.
The problem was solved at zero cost to the
tax payer.”

For a third example, he cited the Japa-
nese banking crisis of 1945. The banks had
totally collapsed, with NPLs that amounted
to virtually 100 percent of their assets:

‘ ‘Clearly, when
central banks want
to save the banking
system without cost

to the government
or the people, they

know how to do it.
7y Werner argues that the moral hazard ar-

rescued from their bad loans will keep
making bad loans. But the same moral haz-
ard would ensue from a bailout or a bail-in,
which virtually all interested parties seem
to be advocating. And as was observed in
an article titled “Italy: Banking Crisis or
Euro Crisis?”, the cause of the banks’ insol-
vency in this case was actually something
beyond the banks’ control —the longest and
deepest recession in Italy’s history.

gument should instead be applied to the cen-

But in 1945 the Bank of Japan had no interest
in creating a banking crisis and a credit crunch
recession. Instead it wanted to ensure that bank
credit would flow again, delivering economic
growth. So the Bank of Japan bought the non-
performing assets from the banks — not at mar-
ket value (close to zero), but significantly above
market value.

In each of these cases, Werner wrote:

The operations were a complete success. No
inflation resulted. The currency did not weaken.
Despite massive non-performing assets wiping
out the solvency and equity of the banking sec-
tor, the banks’ health was quickly restored. In
the UK and Japanese case, bank credit started
to recover quickly, so that there was virtually no
recession at all as a result.

For Italy and other “peripheral” eurozone countries,
Werner suggests a two-pronged approach: (1) the central
bank should buy the distressed banks’ NPLs with QE,
and (2) the government should borrow from the banks

tral bank, which actually was responsible for
the recession due to the massive credit bubbles its policies
allowed and encouraged. Rather than being punished for
these policies, however, the ECB has been rewarded with
even more power and control. Werner writes:

There is thus a form of regulatory moral haz-
ard in place: regulators that obtain more powers
after crises may not have sufficient incentives to
avoid such crises.

To avoid the moral hazard of bank malfeasance in
the future, the banks could then be regulated so that they
were harnessed to serve the public interest, or they could
be nationalized. This could be done without cost to the
government, since the NPLs would have been erased
from the books.

For a long-term solution, the money that is now cre-
ated by banks in pursuit of their own profit either needs
to be issued by governments (as has been done quite
successfully in the past, going back to the American col-
onies) or it needs to be created by banks that are required
to serve the public interest. And for that to happen, the
banks need to be made public utilities.
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son, Mrs. H. Monson, Mrs.
E. Strand, Mrs. E. Culver,
Mrs. J. Coley, Mrs. W.
Koppe, Mrs. O. Storseth,
Mrs. B. Nickason, Mrs. W.
Thomson Sr.

Florence Storseth is
the only remaining mem-
ber of the charter mem-
bers, with the exception of
Mrs. W. Thomson Sr. who
is a life member.

Raffles, dances and ba-
zaars were the main means
of raising money. Our first
dance was held in the old
community hall on May
2, 1947 with Carl John-
son’s orchestra supplying
the music, price of which
was forty-five dollars. Our
meetings were usually
held once a month in the
homes of the members,
namely Mrs. Swan Mon-
son, Mrs. Ernest Strand,
Mrs. Harold Monson, Mrs.
Francis Barr, Mrs. Walter
Thomson Sr. and Mrs. R.
Krause.

1948-49 President was
Mrs. Pauline Schulte

1950-52 President was
Mrs. M. L. Ryckman

The Legion received
word of an inheritance
from the late Mr. George
Glew, an old-timer of the
district, money to be used

for the construction of a |

new Legion Hall. The la-
dies sent a cheque in the
amount of two hundred
and fifty dollars part of the
price to probate the will.

(Continued on page 16)

Legion Auxilary 25th Anniversary 1972. Left to right: F. Redington, M Melynk, F.
Storseth, M. Ryckman, W. Clement

3

o=

Fort Legion and Ladies Auxiliary July 1st parade 1975
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1953 President was Mrs. W. Thomson Sr. and our
membership was twenty-two, highest ever. Our new Le-
gion Hall was officially opened on August 14,

1953 and we continued to work hard at bazaars, raf-
fles and teas, to help with upkeep of the hail, etc.

1954-56 President was Mrs. F. Redington. We have
sponsored T.B. Clinics in the hail, been in charge of Red
Cross campaigns, plus supporting our own projects such
as: Polio, Scholarship Funds, plus bursaries for our grade
twelve students who go on to further their education.

1957-58 — President was Mrs. C. Wiese. We held
annual Legion picnics and Christmas parties with gifts
and treats for all members and veterans’ children.

1959-62 — President was Mrs. M. L. Ryckman.

1963-69 — President was Mrs. M. Melynk. In 1966
we hosted the District Rally at Fort Assiniboine.

1970 — President was Mrs. Florence Storseth.
1971 — President was Mrs. Kay Carter.

1972-1981 — President was Mrs. Rita Macdonald.

In 1978 the ladies started a memorial building fund,
and this year (1981) we had a chance to donate it to the
Legion in the sum of several thousand dollars to help
with the building of the hall basement lounge.

In 1976 we started bingos every two weeks which
we have kept up ever since.

Our Life Memberships are: Mrs. M. L. Ryckman,
Mrs. Connie Skahi and Mrs. W. Thomson Sr. Mrs. M.
L. Ryckman has been our devoted Chaplain throughout
the years. Our present membership is twelve with six
associate members.

Three Trails Home; A History of Mayerthorpe
and Districts is available at the Mayerthorpe Public
Library. Please call (780) 786-2416 for more informa-
tion. The local Whitecourt history books, Sagitawah
Saga - The Story of Whitecourt, and, Whitecourt,
A History 1975 - 2010, are available at the Whitecourt
Public Library, Whitecourt and Area Heritage Society
located at the Forestry Interpretive Centre, The Town of
Whitecourt office and the Allan & Jean Millar Centre.

-
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Understanding Terrorism

Robert Pape, a political scientist at the University of
Chicago and director of the Chicago Project on Suicide
Terrorism, wanted to study terrorism in a more systemat-
ic way. He put together a comprehensive databank which

Builders & Contractors Ltd.

“When it’s quality that counts”

Phone (780) 778-2065

Let us be your ‘New Home’ builder

Muslims without recourse ... Yet Americans still seem
strangely mystified as to why some Muslims might be
angry about this situation.”

James K. Feldman — former professor of decision
analysis and economics at the Air Force Institute of
Technology and the School of Advanced

examines every one of the 2,200 suicide ter-
rorist attacks in the world since 1980. Cc

Air Force’s School of Advanced Airpower

He put together
Pape, who previously taught at the U.S. a Comprehensive

Airpower Studies —also avers that foreign
occupation is the main cause of terrorism

With the anti-IS campaign, Syria

Studies, concludes that such attacks almost | databank which has now become the 14th country in the

always “have a specific secular and strate- | examines every one
gic goal: to compel modern democracies of the 2,200 suicide

to withdraw military forces from territory
that the terrorists consider to be their home-

Islamic world to have been “invaded or
occupied or bombed” since 1980, ac-
cording to Andrew Bacevich, the George

terrorist attacks McGovern fellow at Columbia Univer-

sity’s School of International and Public

land. in the world since | affairs. Yet somehow, we don’t connect

Pape notes that since 9/11, the United
States “has conquered and occupied two

1980. vy Western military actions to terrorism.

large Muslim countries (Afghanistan and

Irag), compelled a huge Muslim army to root out a ter-
rorist sanctuary (Pakistan), deployed thousands of Spe-
cial Forces troops to numerous Muslim countries (Ye-
men, Somalia, Sudan, etc.), imprisoned hundreds of

Arguing for the other side, some time
ago famed lawyer Alan Dershowitz wrote that “the old
myth (about terrorism being caused by occupation)
was once again uncut by the arrests in Britain of two-
dozen suspects in a plot to blow up ten commercial

(Continued on page 19)
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airliners. There is no British occupation about which the
suspects care.... Britain, of course, is one of the freest
countries on Earth. The suspects do not live—and ap-
parently have not lived—under occupation . And yet the
same slogan—that occupation causes terrorism—uwill
persist.”

There are two underlying assumptions in Mr. Der-
showitz’s argument. In arguing there is no “British occu-
pation about which the suspects care’ he not only makes
a sweeping, unproven statement, but he also seems igno-
rant of the fact that terroists regard members of the allied
western powers in much the same way as the Allies re-
garded the Axis members during WWII. The entire alli-
ance is the enemy of course and the terroists have stated
this obvious fact often.

In saying the suspects themselves do not live un-
der occupation is to ignore the fact that immigrants
and their children naturally identify with oppression
against their home countries, and not just because they
have friends and family there. This again is an obvi-
ous truth, and the massive American Jewish support
for Israel is but one example of this human dynamic. In
short, the fact these two rather astoundining oversights
are necessary for Dershowitz’s rebuttal, give credrence
to Pape’s thesis.
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Lawyer

M
Dennis B. Denis, q.c

MCA”ISJ[BFLLP Fax: 780-425-1222

Barristers » Solicitors
—— Email: ddenis@cleall.ca

180 106-1020

Down

1 Proposition assumed
to be self- evident (5)
2 Blackthorn fruit (4)
3 Female relative (6)

Across

1 Aid (10)

7 Mariners (7)

8 Suburban house (4)
10 Italy’s capital (4)

11 Period of unusu- 4 German shepherd
ally hot weather (4,4) dog (8)
13 Item of neckwear 5 Order (7)

6 Cut off socially (9)
9 Laboratory glass-
ware (4,5)

12 Cradle (8)

(6)

15 Brigand (6)

17 Emphasised (8)
18 South American

country (4) 14 Letters sent by
21 Grassed area (4) plane (3,4)

22 Copy (7) 16 City of canals (6)
23 Constantly (3,3,4) 19 Rub out (5)

20 Flightless New

Zealand bird (4)

WORLD GEOGRAPHY QUIZ

Get out your atlas, world map or globe
every day you take this quiz.

1. Provided below is either the capital city or the country/
state/province of that capital. What is EITHER the
missing capital OR missing country/state/province:

Bismarck US

2.What is the closest body of water (river, bay, sea,
or ocean) to the below city/country/island?

Kaliningrad

3.The Azores belong to what country?

SUDORU PUZZLE

4 7 3
S

2

6 8

4 1
WORD SEARCH

Cooking 2 - Word Search
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The “Beatification” of Barack
Obama. The “Good Guy”

Storyline is Set...

“With Barack Obama’s exit the US is losing a
saint.” writes Simon Jenkins in the Guardian, whilst
Ann Perkins praises his “grace, decency and defence of
democracy”. Lola Okolosie rhapsodises on his legacy
of “warmth, love, resilience”.

Already the storyline is set — Obama was a good
man, who tried to do great things, but was undone by a
Republican senate, and his own “sharp intelligence”.

These people, as much as anybody, reflect the cog-
nitive dissonance of the modern press. “Liberals”, to
use their own tortured self-descriptor, now assign the
roles of good guy and bad guy based purely on aesthet-
ics, convenience and fuel for their vanity. Actions and
consequences are immaterial.

For the sake of balance, here is a list of Saint
Obama’s unique achievements:

» Obama is the first President in American history to
be at war for every single day of an 8 year presi-
dency.

e Obama has carried out 10x more drone strikes than
Bush ever did. Every Tuesday a military aide pres-
ents Obama with a “kill list”, and the “decent, gra-
cious” Obama picks a few names off a list...and
kills them. And their families. And their neighbours.
These illegal acts of state-sanctioned murder have
killed hundreds of civilians in 5 different countries
in 2016 alone. The only reason that number isn’t
higher, is that the Obama administration re-classi-
fied all males over 18 as combatants, regardless of
occupation.

o After declaring he wanted to build a “nuclear free
world”, Obama committed to spending $1 TRIL-
LION dollars on rebuilding America’s nuclear weap-
ons. He also grew the U.S. debt by 9 TRILLION.

* Under Obama, the NSA et al. were able to spy on,
essentially, the whole world. When this was re-
vealed, not a single intelligence officer or govern-
ment official was prosecuted. Instead...

e (Obama’s administration declared a “war on whis-
(Continued on page 22)
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tleblowers”, enacting new laws and initiating what
they call the “Insider Threat Program”. Manning was
prosecuted, Snowden sent into exile and Assange
was set-up, discredited and (they hoped) extradited.
It has never been more dangerous to be a govern-
ment whistle-blower, than under Barack Obama

 In terms of foreign policy, despite his press-created
and nonsensical reputation as a non-interventionist,
American Special Forces are currently

e Syria, probably the word that will follow Obama
out of office as “lraq” did his predecessor, is a to-
tal failure. Both of stated intent and covert goals.
Where the press will mourn Obama’s “indecisive
nature” and wish he’d “used his big stick”, the real
story is one of evil incompetence, so great that it
would be almost comical...if it hadn’t destroyed
an ancient seat of civilisation and killed 100,000s
of people. Syria (along with Libya, Irag, Somalia,
Iran and Sudan) was on the list of the 7 countries

America intended to destroy, famously

operating in over 70% of the world’s
195 countries. The great lie is that,
where Bush was a warmonger, Obama
has sought to avoid conflict. The truth
is that Obama, in the grand tradition of
the CIA and American Imperial power,
has simply turned all America’s wars
into covert wars.

“Before Obama
came into office,
Libya was the
richest and most
developed nation

“leaked” by General Wesley Clark. After
the fall of Libya, Syria was (essentially)
surrounded by American military on all
sides. Iraq, Israel, Turkey and America
operating out of Libya could pour “free-
dom fighters” into Syria to bring down
“the regime”. When that didn’t work they
deployed the trusty “WMD” method, to
demand “humanitarian intervention”...

» Before Obama came into office, Libya in Africa. Itis the Russians saw that off. Then “ISIS”
was the richest and most developed | now a hell-hole. | was created by the CIA, as al-Qaida were
nation in Africa. It is now a hell-hole. before them, and their manufactured bar-
Destroyed by war, hollowed-out by DeStroyed by Wal, | barism was used as a pretext for invasion.

corruption. The “liberal” press allow
him to agonize over this as his “great-
est mistake”, and then gently pardon

hollowed-out by
corruption. ,,

The Russians, again, saw to it that this
would not happen.

him for his good intentions. The truth
is that Libya was not a mistake, or a misjudgment, or
an unforeseen consequence. Libya is exactly what
America wanted it to become. A failed state where
everything is for sale, a base to pour illegal CIA
weapons south into Africa and east into the Middle-
East. When war is your economy, chaos is good for
business. When secrecy is your weapon, anarchy is
ammunition. Libya went according to plan. A brutal
plan that killed 100,000s and destroyed the lives of
millions more. Libya, like Iraqg, is a neocon success
story. Syria on the other hand...

» Perhaps in the hope of distracting Rus-
sia from the Middle-East, or perhaps merely as a
short-sighted punitive measure, the Obama’s ad-
ministration next foreign policy target was Ukraine.
Victoria Nuland’s own voice proves how much
that “color revolution” was an American creation.
Ukraine is broke, even more broke than it was, its
people starve and freeze through the winter. The
new “democratic government” has shelled 10,000
people to death in the East of the country....using
American weapons.

(Continued on page 23)
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* In Yemen, the poorest country in the Middle-East is
being bombed to shreds by the richest....again, us-
ing American (and British) weapons. Obama’s “de-
fense of democracy” doesn’t extend to criticizing, or
even discussing, the abhorrent Human Rights record
of America’s Saudi Arabian allies, and in an act of
brazen hypocrisy, even supported their chairing of
the Human Rights Council of the UN.

This is the world Saint Obama has created. Guantana-
mo is still open, and terrorist “suspects” are still held there
without trial or charge (they are probably still tortured).
Other “suspects” can be simply declared guilty, and uni-
laterally executed...anywhere in the world. The NSA and
CIA are illegally monitoring the communications of half
the world. If any other leader in the world claimed even
1% of this power, they would be decried as “autocratic”,
and their country denounced as a “pariah state”.

The Middle-East is ablaze from Libya to Afghani-

teria in the American press). Likewise America has po-
sitioned itself to have a massive conflict with China in
the South China Sea. Obama is, in terms of influence,
nothing more than a used-car salesman. His job is not
to create policy, but to sell neocon ideas to the general
public, but his lack of agency cannot excuse his lack of
vision or morals. Under Obama’s notional leadership the
world has moved to the very brink of self-immolation in
the name of protecting American hegemony. Domesti-
cally America still crumbles.

He had a nice smile, and a good turn of phrase. He
was witty, and cool, and looked good in a suit...but that
doesn’t mean he wasn’t just more of the same. He could
say the right things, and sound like he meant them, but
he was still a monster. As he moves out to pasture, the
press will try to spit-shine Obama’s tarnished halo, to try
to convince us that he was a good man at heart and that,
as politicians go, we can’t do any better.

But yes, we can.
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