
TALK TO A TOP PRODUCERTALK TO A TOP PRODUCER

Patrick Carew
cell:cell: 778-0053778-0053 Each offi ce independently 

owned & operated

Top Producer 2009Top Producer 2009
Top Producer 2008Top Producer 2008
Top Producer 2007Top Producer 2007
Top Producer 2006Top Producer 2006
Top Producer 2005Top Producer 2005

“Home of the 
Best Burgers!”

3909 37 Ave.3909 37 Ave.

DELIVERYDELIVERY  (after 4 p.m.)(after 4 p.m.)

778-3500 • 778-5955  

Cbspo t 
-- Pizza

COLDEST BEERCOLDEST BEER
ON THE PLANET ON THE PLANET   
Open 10 am to 11 pm dailyOpen 10 am to 11 pm daily
Mountain Shopping StripMountain Shopping Strip 

LIQUOR

UNLIMITED

Wishing Wishing 
One and All One and All 
a Healthy, a Healthy, 
Happy & Happy & 

Prosperous Prosperous 
New YearNew Year 778-8989778-8989

See page 26 for our See page 26 for our 
new Pizza Menunew Pizza Menu

Twas the Season
at the Chamber’s
Kid’s Christmas.

www.CommunityAdvisor.NETCC

MediaAdvisor
CIRC. 5,500CIRC. 5,500

FREEFREE
T a k e  O n eT a k e  O n e

FURNITURE DEN
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

CoCommunitymmunity
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Must be 18+ and a Talon Club Member to win. Management reserves all rights to change or cancel promotion.
Visit the Talon Players Club for complete contest conditions. Prizes awarded may not be exactly as shown.

Must be 18+ and a Talon Club Member to win. Management reserves all rights to change or cancel promotion.
Visit the Talon Players Club for complete contest conditions. Prizes awarded may not be exactly as shown.

Lotto DrawsLotto Draws
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Contact Lens 
Specialist
2 pairs 

Designer 
Frames 
for $299
single vision, 

bifocals, fl atop
(Some restrictions apply)

706-3544706-3544

Optometrist 
Onsite

Eyewear & Vision Centre

Midtown MallMidtown Mall

780-778-4645    ✺   5016-50 Avenue

A
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Golden Age Painters - Jan & Feb
Featuring Marjorie Andrusiak, Olive Bougie, 

Zea Fisher and Anne Knott
Join Us for a Public Reception 

Wed. Jan 12, 7 pm to 9 pm

Freelance
     Mechanic
Experienced, Certified 

Heavy Duty Truck 
Repairs

& Commercial Vehicle 
Inspections

4004 36 St. (Next to Whitecourt Collision)
Phone: 780-778-1978  SHOP: 778-1967

History Cont... 

FASHIONS                            

All through our school days the girls wore long coats 
and long wool stockings in winter. With the fi rst fall of 
snow, Union suits were dug out. Everyone wore them — 
women’s and girls being fi ner material than men’s. Girl’s 
had a drop seat — men’s a lap over seat with one button. 
If you were careful the stockings could be rolled up un-
der the underwear without showing where the lap-over 
was at the cuff. Stockings were held up by round elastic 
garters, with the stockings rolled over them down to the 

Lie

(Continued on page 20)

as recalled by Lyle (Hawes) Didriksen

Alice Crockett, left, Helen Woods, right 1932.
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Whitecourt & Area - January

Mon. to Fri. 8 to 8 • (780) 706-5003  •  Midtown Mall
Services:
• Individual Physiotherapy Assessment and Treatment
• Work Related Injury Assessment and 
   Treatment / Work Reconditioning Program.
• Foot Orthotics
• Motor Vehicle Accident Rehabilitation
• Physical Conditioning Program
• Manual & Manipulative Therapy
• Sports Injury Management 
• Intramuscular Stimulation
• Medical Legwear / Pressure 
  Gradient Stockings
• Pre-Employment Screening.

Referrals accepted from:
• Employers & Safety 
  Coordinators
• WCB
• Physicians
• Walk-in Patients
• Insurance Companies 
• Other Professionals 

Fees covered by:
• WCB (Workers Compensation Board)
• Independent Contracts with Employers
• Extended Health Insurance Plans
• Casualty Insurers (motor vehicle accidents)
• Personal Payment (receipts will be provided)

Whitecourt Council Month in Review
December 15, 2010  - The 2011 Interim Operat-

ing and Capital Budget has been approved. Whitecourt 
Town Council has created an interim budget that will 
enhance quality of life, sustain the current level of ser-
vices, and ensure long-term sustainability of the com-
munity. The budget proposes up to a 3.50% increase 
to property taxation, and involves approximately $37 
million of both capital and operating expenditures. The 
budget addresses growth, increased services, along with 
increased overhead (utilities and other fi xed costs).

Final budget approval, and the establishment of a 
Tax Rate Bylaw, will occur in spring of 2011 once the 
rates for the Education and Seniors requisitions are es-
tablished by the Lac Ste. Anne Foundation and Prov-
ince.

Highlights include: The continuation of the Build-
ing Canada Fund Projects, which include the 49th 
Avenue/47th Street Extension, Whitecourt Twin Arenas 
and Curling Rink Enhancements, and the development 
of a Community Resource Centre in the old pool build-
ing.

The Street Improvement Program will continue to 
keep our roadways in top condition; the Sidewalk Re-
pair Program will maintain infrastructure for pedestri-

(Continued on page 14)

Fitness Sampler Week  
Monday, January 03, 6:00 AM to Friday, January 

07, 2011 9:30 PM  
Are you interested in a fi tness class at the Allan & 

Jean Millar Centre but not sure if it’s the right class for 
you?  Join us January 3 to 7 for a week of sample class-
es.  Admission to classes offered this week is a donation 
to the Whitecourt Food Bank.  Stop by Guest Services to 
pick up your class tag and drop off your donation! (Class 
sizes are limited.)

Whitecourt ATV Club Meeting  
Wednesday, January 12, 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM  
The Whitecourt ATV Club  invites you to attend its 

monthly Club Meetings.  The Club normally meets on 
the fi rst Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Forest Interpretive Centre.  Due to the holiday season, 
the January 2011 meeting was moved to the second 
Wednesday of the month.

For more information visit www.whitecourtatvclub.com
Adult Book Club  
Wednesday, January 12, 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM  
At 7:30 p.m., every second Wednesday of the month, 

join the Adult Book Club at the Whitecourt Public Li-
brary to discuss a variety of books in a relaxed atmo-
sphere.  For information on the current read visit www.
whitecourtlibrary.ab.ca.

Municipal Planning Commission Meeting  
Thursday, January 13, 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM  
The Municipal Planning Commission deals with 

land use planning matters, with particular emphasis on 
the Land Use Bylaw.

The Commission meets in the boardroom at the 
Town Administration Offi ce at 4:00PM.  The public is 
welcome to attend.

Community Fun Night  
Saturday, January 15, 2011 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM  
We invite one and all to come enjoy the Allan & 

Jean Millar Centre at a discounted rate.
$2.00 for Adults & Youth
$1.00 for Children & Seniors
FREE for members
First House Concert of the 2011 season
Sunday January 16
Bill Bourne to perform at Sweet Things Cafe. The 

tickets are $15.00 and are available at Artickles Art Stu-
dio and Framing Shop, or Sweet Things Cafe, or from 
Barb Maddigan. For information call Carol at 778-4645. 

Woodlands Film Guild  
Friday, January 21, 6:30 PM to 10:00 PM  
The Woodlands Film Guild meets the third Friday of 

(Continued on page 8)
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P. 780.778.8680 C. 780.262.0652

4904 ~ 51st Avenue
(Beside Rainbow Restaurant)

Appointments & 
Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available

Acrylic ~ Gel ~ Nail Designs
Gel Toes ~ Spa Pedicures & Manicures  
Airbrushing ~ Paraffin Wax ~ Waxing

Monday to Saturday Monday to Saturday 
9 am - 6 pm9 am - 6 pm

January
Specials

With Full Set, Fill or 
Pedicure get a $5 Gift 

Certifi cate FREE

Why no homeless shelter yet?
By Dan Parker
In the last couple of years a homeless shelter for 

Whitecourt has been a hot topic. There were some heated 
feelings, as home owners and business people engaged 
in nimbyism during the last two winters. It takes a nimby 
to know a nimby might be a good saying and I should 
know because I don’t want a homeless shelter beside my 
place of business either. 

It’s got nothing to do my personal feelings so much 
as a respect for customers who might not want to be sub-
jected to the panhandling etc. that accompanies home-
less shelters. Yes, I know I’m not supposed to say that 
either. 

On the other side, there is unfounded prejudice, 
lumping all the homeless together one umbrella iden-
tity.

In sum, the idea of some people sleeping outside in 
40 below weather, while myriad heated and empty build-
ings sit close by is a refl ection of something dramatically 
amiss in our society, in my opinion. 

If there is anyone who like to take a business-like 
approach to creating a homeless shelter in Whitecourt, 
please give me a call at 780-778-3949 or cell: 780-779-
6568. 

Cat Lover’s Rules: 
1. The cat is not allowed in the house. 

2. OK, the cat is allowed in the house, but only 
in certain rooms. 

3. Ok, the cat is allowed in all rooms, but must 
stay off the furniture. 

4. The cat can get on the old furniture only. 

5. Fine, the cat is allowed on all the furniture, but 
it is not allowed to sleep with the humans on the bed. 

6. The cat can sleep on the bed, but not under the 
covers or on the pillow. 

7. OK, The cat can sleep under the covers and on 
the pillow by invitation only. 

8. Well, ok, the cat can sleep under the covers 
every night and on the pillow too. 

9. Humans must ask permission to sleep under the 
cover with the cat; only the cat can sleep on the pillow.
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(Continued on page 12)

Is QE2 the road to Zimbabwe-
style hyperinflation? 

Not likely
by Ellen Brown

Unlike Zimbabwe, the U.S. 
can easily get the currency it needs 
without being beholden to anyone. But wouldn’t 
that dilute the value of the currency? No.

A month ago, the bond vigilantes were scream-
ing that the Fed’s QE2 would be the fi rst step on 
the road to Zimbabwe-style hundred trillion dollar 
notes. Zimbabwe (the former Rhodesia) is the post-
er example of what can go wrong when a govern-
ment pays its bills by printing money. Zimbabwe’s 
economy collapsed in 2008, when its currency hy-
perinfl ated to the point that it was trading with the 
U.S. dollar at an exchange rate of 10 trillion to 1. On 
November 29, Cullen Roche wrote in the Pragmatic 
Capitalist: 

Back in October the economic buzzwords had 
become “money printing” and “debt monetization”. 
. . . [T]he Fed was initiating their policy of QE2 and 
you’d have been hard pressed to fi nd someone in 
this country (and around the world for that matter) 
who wasn’t entirely convinced that the USA was 
about to send the dollar into some sort of death spi-
ral. QE2 was about to set off a round of infl ation that 
would make Zimbabwe look like a cakewalk. And 
then something odd happened – the dollar rallied as 
QE2 set sail and hasn’t looked back since.

What really happened in Zimbabwe? And why 
does QE2 seem to be making the dollar stronger 
rather than weaker, as the infl ationistas predicted? 

Inside the Mortgage Monster 
book excerpt

by Michael W. Hudson

Back in the days of the home-loan 
boom, loan offi cers at Ameriquest 
Mortgage worked hard and played 
hard. They put in ten- and twelve-hour 

days punctuated by “Power Hours”—frenzied telemarket-
ing sessions aimed at sniffi ng out borrowers and separating 
the real salesmen from the washouts. A frat-house mental-
ity ruled, with liquor and cocaine fl owing freely. “It was 
like college, but with lots of money and power,” one for-
mer Ameriquester, Travis Paules, recalls. In this excerpt 
from his new book, The Monster: How a Gang of Predato-
ry Lenders and Wall Street Bankers Fleeced America--and 
Spawned a Global Crisis, investigative reporter Michael 
W. Hudson tells the story of Travis Paules’ fi rst year and 
a half inside America’s biggest and most predatory—sub-
prime mortgage empire.

As more borrowers signed loans and more dollars 
fl owed in from Wall Street, Ameriquest began hiring new 
salespeople and opening new branches around the nation. 
Travis Paules was one of the company’s hires in 1998. The 
company recruited him away from his job at a consum-
er fi nance company and put him in charge of opening an 
Ameriquest outpost in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, a suburb 
of Harrisburg.

Paules was twenty-eight. He had been working for 
three years in nearby Lancaster for American General Fi-
nance. He wasn’t, he later recalled, an upstanding guy. He 
smoked pot every day, boozed, gambled, frequented strip 
clubs when he had a little extra cash. One thing he did have 
going for him was a work ethic. His mother had been a 
disciplinarian. She’d hated laziness. When he was thirteen, 

(Continued on page 11)

We Will Meet our Competitor’s Rates

Call today to reserve.
Call manager James Lee 780-268-0120

Under New ManagementUnder New Management
In the        of  Whitecourt

Special Group Rates for CrewsSpecial Group Rates for Crews

Rooms start atRooms start at

$$4949
For Cultured Stone Studio
Music Lessons call Cindy at:

Personal voice training will give you the confidence 
and knowledge to let your voice be heard. 

♪ Voice   ♪ Guitar
♪ Bass    ♪ Piano
♪ Violin  ♪ Drums
BOOK NOW! Singing ≠ Acting ≠ Public Speaking

All skills that you can learn at 
Cultured Stone Studios

780.778.2848

Now offering lessons in:

culturedstonestudios.com
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In July of 2010, the Advisor did 
a feature piece on Wikileaks and its 
founder Julian Assange. The sugges-
tion was made that Wikileaks could 
function as something like a people’s 
intelligence agency. Since then of course, Wikileaks has 
entered the mainstream media in a big way and become 
one of the ‘major stories’ of the year. 

A main criticism of Wikileaks is the charge that it 
endangers lives that are protected by diplomatic secrecy. 
However, it is claimed by Wikileaks that the documents 
are carefully vetted with a view to protecting lives and 
that to date there is not a single instance given where a life 
was put in jeopardy by their release of secrets. Given the 
‘wilderness of mirrors’ at play in the intelligence world, it 
would be diffi cult to prove or disprove such a claim. 

Relative to this, some allege that Assange is a deep 
cover CIA asset. To buttress this claim, they point out 
how many of the leaks advance U.S. concerns in world 
hotspots. An example would be the spotlight put on per-

Secrecy and democracy Community

AdvisorAdvisor
Publisher: Dan Parker
Production: Jennifer 

Vandenhouten

4907 52 Ave. Box 294
Whitecourt, AB  T7S 1N4
Ph: 780-778-3949
Fax: 780-778-4485
Advisor@WhitecourtWeb.com

CommunityAdvisor.NET
Circulation: 5,500

Published Monthly

“Th e liberty of 
the press is the 

palladium of all 
the civil, political, 

and religious 
rights.” - Junius

By Dan Parker

Best Marinated Beef in Town - Bul Go Gi
Chicken Breast - Teriyaki
Maki & Sushi

Come down for a Lunch Special with a Difference

Call 780-778-5225 - Howard Johnson Downtown

B

5% OFF on Take Out Orders

“Everything se-
cret degenerates, even 
the administration of 
justice; nothing is safe 
that does not show how 
it can bear discussion 
and publicity.” 

Lord Acton

“The Press was pro-
tected so that it could 
bare the secrets of the 
government and inform 
the people. Only a free 
and unrestrained press 
can effectively expose 
deception in govern-
ment. And paramount 
among the responsibili-
ties of a free press is the 
duty to prevent any part 
of the government from 
deceiving the people.”

Justice Hugo L. 
Black (Continued on page 16)

Crown & Anchor PubCrown & Anchor Pub
“Whitecourt’s most happening place”

VALLEY CENTRE MALL   780-778-1900
Check out our

• Wing Wednesdays
(21 Delicious Flavours to choose from)

•Shrimp Saturdays
Daily specials each and every day

BUCK HUNTER - DARTS - POOL - VLTS  

Fireplace, 4 Big Screen TVs

WhitecourtWhitecourt
Collision Collision 

CentreCentre
Complete Repair Service

• Journeyman Technicians • Digital Photo 
• Insurance Claims Welcome

(780)-706-3530(780)-706-3530
3916 - 36 Street (Hilltop Industrial)

Valley Center Mall — 780.778.8885
Check out our Cold & Flu Remedies!

New Owners — New Solutions
Rediscover the path to wellness!

Mon - Fri 10:00 am to 5:30 pm  Sat 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Start the New Year with
Wise Healthy Choices
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each month at the Forest Interpretive Centre.  Meet for 
beverages/snacks before the showing of the fi lm, with 
an optional discussion afterwards.  Season 4 (201011) 
starts September.  (Season is a total of 8 events.)

For more information email woodlandsfi lms@ya-
hoo.ca or visit them on Facebook at Woodlands Film 
Guild.

Sled Chix - Learn to Ride  
Sunday, January 23, 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
Women Can Ride Too! - Sled Chix
Learn all there is to know about sledding.  Join this 

information session taught by the Trailblazers that is 
specifi cally designed for women.  Get to know other rid-
ers, the trails, safety and much more.

Sunday, January 23
Time: 11:00 a.m. to noon (Group ride to follow)
Fee: $15 (Register at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre)
Location: Eagle River Staging Area Sunday.

(Continued from page 4)

Blizzard of the MonthBlizzard of the Month
Dairy Queen - WhitecourtDairy Queen - Whitecourt

Gail Marie Code, R.M.T.

Phone
778-6898

E X P E R I E N C E  I S  T H E  D I F F E R E N C EE X P E R I E N C E  I S  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E

Massage Therapy

E A C H  S E S S I O N  T A I L O R E D  F O R  E A C H  S E S S I O N  T A I L O R E D  F O R  Y O UY O U

REGISTERED              PROFESSIONAL               PERSONABLE              ETHICAL

G il M i C d R M T

MMMMMassage TherapyE arthway Since 1989

SEASONAL, BEAUTIFULLY WRAPPED GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

All the best 
in the 

New Year

AAAlAAAAAAAA l the bestt 
in the 

New Year

Chamber Winners List
Thank you to all the businesses participating in I’m 

Dreaming of a Whitecourt Christmas 2010. After a very 
successful Christmas promotion we would like to an-
nounce all the winners:

November 13 Winners
Heather Furlong - Frank Swanson - C Morris - Net-

tie Knutso
November 20 Winners
Kody Clifton - Penny Swartzenberger - Laura Bark-

er - Eric Barnes
November 27 Winners
Sharon Purjue - Pat Forseille - Ross Smith - Trevor 

Thain
December 4 Winners
Ron Sutherland - Samara Ingalls - Steven Quaife - 

Ken Podgurney - Irene Scott
$500 Whitecourt Dollars – Gail Hunter
December 11 winners
Jim Reid - BobbieJo Crory - Chris Soroka - Melissa 

Dube - Mark Binions
$750 Whitecourt Dollars – Norm Nolette
December 18 winners $250 gift certifi cates
Brenda Kingdon - Suzanne Kuefl er - Ruth St. Mar-

tin - Jolene McSorley - Chris Kim, $125 gift basket to 
Darren Porter, $1000 Whitecourt Dollars to Claudette 
Smith $250 Cashier draw to Ellen at Canadian Tire

Call (780) 778-3949Call (780) 778-3949

Is Your Business Card 
Ad Getting Buried 

in a Directory?

Community

AdvisorAdvisorWorking hard to keep you informed! 

4907 - 52 Ave   ♦   778-2612

personal, business & corporate tax returns

bookkeeping & tax specialists

Commissioner of Oaths Available
OPEN YEAR ROUND

A man walks into a bar with his pet alligator. He 
asks the bartender, “Do you serve lawyers here?” 
“Yes, we do!”

“Good. Give me a beer, and I’ll have a lawyer for 
my alligator.”
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MIDTOWN MALL • 780-706-3547

TOTALLYTOTALLY

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!

CLOSING OUT ALL CLOSING OUT ALL 
CHILDREN’S APPARELCHILDREN’S APPAREL

PRICES SLASHED — UP TO PRICES SLASHED — UP TO 
75% OFF REGULAR PRICE75% OFF REGULAR PRICE

Grace
When I was a young 

minister, a funeral director 
asked me to hold a grave 
side service for a home-
less man with no family or 
friends. The funeral was to 
be at a cemetery way out 
in the country. This was 
a new cemetery and this 
man was the fi rst to be laid 
to rest there.

I was not familiar with 
the area and became lost. 
Being a typical man, of 
course, I did not ask for 
directions. I fi nally found 
the cemetery about an 
hour late. The back hoe 
was there and the crew 
was eating their lunch. 
The hearse was nowhere 
to be seen.

I apologized to the 
workers for being late. 
As I looked into the open 
grave, I saw the vault lid 
already in place. I told the 
workers I would not keep 
them long, but that this 
was the proper thing to 
do. The workers, still eat-
ing their lunch, gathered 
around the opening.

I was young and en-
thusiastic and poured out 
my heart and soul as I 
preached. The workers 
joined in with, “Praise 
the Lord,” “Amen,” and 
“Glory!” I got so into the 
service that I preached and 
preached and preached, 
from Genesis to The Rev-
elation.

When the service was 
over, I said a prayer and 
walked to my car. As I 
opened the door, I heard 
one of the workers say, “I 
never saw anything like 
that before and I’ve been 
putting in septic systems 
for twenty years.”
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Festival of Trees Thanks You
The Festival of Trees was a great success because of the 
support from the community and businesses.

The funds raised from the Festival of Trees are go-
ing towards the Spring into Action Conference for per-
sons with disabilities. 

The Whitecourt and Woodlands County Community 
Council is a group of individuals who have planned for 
2 years for this conference. 

The one day conference for people in Whitecourt and 
surrounding communities will have a key note speaker, 
breakout sessions, a banquet and awards to honor those 
businesses and individuals who go above and beyond.

Thank you to all the businesses for their donation:

Beaver Creek
Celebrations

Cheekies
Crawford Machinery LTD.

Curves
ECHO Society partnered with Baker and Company, 

Earthway Massage and AIM International
Exit Realty

Hog Wild Specialties
Penn West

Lose Yourself Day Spa
Mills Machine & Welding Inc.

New Edge Flooring & Decorating
Pieces Of Home
RBC Royal Bank

Remax Offi ce
Spruceview Lodge and Heights

TAGS Food and Gas
Whitecourt Golf and Country Club

Whitecourt Home Hardware Building Center
Whitecourt IGA

Whitecourt Insurance Agency 2002 LTD.
Whitecourt RCMP Detachment

Whitecourt Stationary LTD.

Midtown Mall for providing a location for our Fes-
tival of Trees;  Topline Promotions and Mills Welding 
for Float Help; OZ Media, The RIG, XM 105, and the 
Whitecourt STAR for advertising

Alterations • Refl ective Tape for Coveralls • Formal Wear

Maria ’ s  Ta i l o r i n g 
& Alt e r a t i o n s

Midtown Mall, Downtown ♦ (780) 706-7092

Mon. to Wed. 11 to 6, Thurs & Fri. 11 to 7:30, Sat 11 to 4:30

Maria’s sells: Bridal 
Headpieces & Veils, 
Bridesmaid &Flower 

Girl Dresses and 
Evening Gowns.

Good Used Good Used 
Coveralls, Nomex Coveralls, Nomex 
with Tape. $14.99 with Tape. $14.99 

& $19.99 pr.& $19.99 pr.
Ask at Counter Ask at Counter 

Hem Pants Hem Pants $$99.00.00

GET READY GET READY 
FOR GRADFOR GRAD

Beat the Beat the 
RushRush

If Hearts If Hearts 
Could SpeakCould Speak

Midtown Mall • Midtown Mall • 780.778.5430780.778.5430

STORE-WIDE 

INVENTORY 

CLEAROUT

Our stock is stacked 
too high for Marcey 
to reach

Too many 
specials to list!
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At 2 locations for your 
convenience

Dynamic Discount 
Downtown

Dynamic Hilltop 
Mountain Shopping Strip

VIDEO
Movie Rentals!

New Releases every week!

s Seltec Computers

Our Shop is A+ Certifi ed!

• Computer Sales & Service
• PC & Notebook Repair
• On-site Servicing
• Network Consulting
• Domain Hosting
• Wireless High Speed Internet

778-4501  #6 3702 37 Ave.

his father had given him a copy of Napoleon Hill’s Think 
and Grow Rich, the bestselling guide to striving and suc-
cess. At American General, he was a “company man,” a 
by-the-book branch manager, always on time and diligent 
with his paperwork. He cut no corners because American 
General made it clear that it didn’t want him to cut corners, 
and that he should balance the need for loan production 
with the need to make sure borrowers could really repay 
their loans. “I played within the sandbox they allotted me,” 
he said. “I always liked to say: My personal morals aren’t 
good, but I have good business morals.”

He was earning just under $50,000 a year. An acquain-
tance who worked at Ameriquest suggested he could make 
a lot more at the up-and-coming mortgage lender. As much 
as $150,000 a year running a branch. Soon after, Paules’s 
supervisor at American General told him that he’d have to 
wait on the promotion he had been expecting, and that he 
shouldn’t expect more than a 3 percent raise for the year. 
Paules picked up the phone and dialed Ameriquest.

About the only guidance he received before he opened 
the Camp Hill branch came from his new supervisor. She 
suggested he bring a list of American General employees 
and borrowers with him. He could draw from the employee 
list as he recruited for the new branch and hit up American 
General’s customers with offers to refi nance their debts. 
Paules thought that sounded strange. It wasn’t the way he’d 
been taught to operate at American General. He quickly 
learned, though, that Ameriquest was a different company 
from the one he had worked at before.

Soon after he started, he traveled to Las Vegas for an 
Ameriquest managers’ conference. The lender had booked 
rooms at the MGM Grand, the world’s largest hotel-casino 
complex, replete with nightclubs, waterfalls, and theme-
park rides. Here was a company, he mused, that knew how 

(Continued on page 19)

(Continued from page 11)

If you enjoy 
receiving 

information that 
doesn’t reach 

the mainstream 
press, please 

visit or call our 
sponsors from 
these pages.
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Personalized 
Service

Professional  
Results

• General House Cleaning
• Move In/Move Out Cleaning
• Pre-Sale Cleaning
• Lawn & Garden Care
• General Building Maintenance
• Carpet Cleaning
• Post-Construction Services
• Snow Removal

Call us today 
for your 

FREE estimate
780-706-9309

or E-mail 
info@sparkleservices.ca

G l H Cl i

Anatomy of a Hyperinfl ation
Professor Michael Hudson has studied hyperinfl a-

tion extensively. He maintains that “every hyperinfl ation 
in history stems from the foreign exchange markets. It 
stems from governments trying to throw enough of their 
currency on the market to pay their foreign debts.” 

It is in the foreign exchange markets that a national 
currency becomes vulnerable to manipulation by specu-
lators. 

The Zimbabwe economic crisis dated back to 2001, 
when the government defaulted on its loans and the 
IMF refused to make the usual accommodations, in-
cluding refi nancing and loan forgiveness. Zimbabwe’s 
credit was ruined and it could not get loans elsewhere, 
so the government resorted to issuing its own national 
currency and using the money to buy U.S. dollars on 
the foreign exchange market. These dollars were then 
used to pay the IMF and regain the country’s credit rat-
ing. According to a statement by the Zimbabwe central 
bank, the hyperinfl ation was caused by speculators who 
charged exorbitant rates for U.S. dollars, causing a dras-
tic devaluation of the Zimbabwe currency.

But something darker seems also to have been go-
ing on. Timothy Kalyegira, a columnist with the Daily 
Monitor of Uganda, wrote in a 2007 article: “Most ob-
servers and the general public believe Zimbabwe’s eco-
nomic crisis was brought about by Mugabe’s decision 
to seize white-owned commercial farms in 2000. That 
might well be true. But how about another, much more 
sinister element . . . sabotage?” 

Kalyegira asked how a government “with the same 
tyrant called Mugabe as president, the same corrup-
tion, and same mismanagement, kept infl ation down to 
single digit fi gures [before 2000], but after 2000, the 

same leader, government, and fi scal policies suddenly 
become so hopelessly incompetent that infl ation is at 
the latest reported to be over 500,000 percent?” 

Canadian commentator Stephen Gowans calls it 
“warfare by other means.” Devaluing the enemy’s cur-
rency has been used as a war tactic historically. It was 
used by Napoleon against the Russians and by the Brit-
ish against the American colonists. 

In 1992, fi nancier George Soros showed how it was 
done, when his hedge fund virtually single-handedly 
brought down the British pound. His fund sold short 
more than $10 billion worth of pounds, forcing the 
Bank of England to devalue the currency, earning So-
ros an estimated $1.1 billion and the title “the man who 
broke the Bank of England.” In 1997, the UK Treasury 
estimated the cost at 3.4 billion pounds.

One wonders, then, if it is just coincidence that 
the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa is a 
Soros-affi liated organization. According to Wikipedia, 
its director for Zimbabwe also directs the Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Unions, the main force behind the 
founding of the Movement for Democratic Change, the 
principal indigenous organization promoting regime 
change in Zimbabwe. 

War by Other Means

The push for regime change in Zimbabwe was de-
tailed by Stephen Gowans in a March 2007 article post-
ed on Global Research. He wrote: “Before 1980 Zim-
babwe was a white-supremacist British colony named 
after the British fi nancier Cecil Rhodes, whose com-
pany, the British South Africa Company, stole the land 
from the indigenous Matabele and Mashona people in 
the 1890s.” 

5010 50th St. (Across from ATB)

Expanded 
Menu of 
Delicious 

Oriental Dishes 
by the people who brought 

you My Little Saigon. 

Winter Hours - Mon to Sat. 10:00 to 5:00

t 

Eat-in or Take-out •  780-778-4405

(Continued on page 28)
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OZ Computers
4907 52 Avenue - 780-778-3949

LAPTOPS 
REMOVED 
AT NIGHT

COMPUTER 
REPAIR
ONSITE 

DROP OFF YOUR OLD 
COMPUTERS, WORKING OR NOT. 

WE WILL TRY TO GIVE THEM, 
OR PARTS OF THEM, A SECOND 
LIFE; WITH THE REST GOING TO 

A RE-CYCLE FACILITY.

NO EXTRA NO EXTRA 
CHARGECHARGE

Installed FREE Version of  Installed FREE Version of  
AntiVirus (for home use) and AntiVirus (for home use) and 

Open Offi ce if requestedOpen Offi ce if requested

Monthly QuizMonthly Quiz

Vocabulary
1) Lintel is located: over 
a door, under a door, in a 
door’s frame, in the door
2) Litchi: fruit, blood-
sucker, bird, grain
3) Littoral: factual, on the 
shore, humorous, dis-
carded

Spelling

a) Small brown furry 
animal; “wee zil”
b) Trudge; “trayps”
c) Obtain dishonestly or 
by maneuvering; “fi  nay 
gel”

Jumble

G E D Y  
S E N E D  

P H U C C I  
A X A B I C T 

See page 30 for the answers

ONSITE

Toshiba Qosimo 
18.4” - BLUERAY 

Intel® Core™ i7-720QM
6GB DDR3 RAM, 1TB 

HDD, NVIDIA GTX 250S 
1GB, Webcam, HDMI

$1699.00

AcerAcer
15.6”, Webcam, 

4 GB RAM, 320 GB HD 
DVDRW - Win764, 

$599.00

MORE USED 
COMPUTERS
IN STOCK w/ 

XP PRO
@ $250.00

and $299.00

COMPLETE 
WITH 

MONITOR

Miles to Go
Darrell was having 

great diffi culty getting 
along with his wife – noth-
ing but arguing and friction 
– so he decided to consult 
a marriage counselor. After 
they had talked for a while, 
the counselor said, “I sug-
gest that you run fi ve miles 
each day for a week. Then 
please call me back.”

A week later the coun-
selor received a call from 
Darrell 

“Well,” asked the 
counselor, “how are things 
going with you and your 
wife?

“Pretty good” said 
Darrell. “I’m thirty-fi ve 
miles away now.”

Toshiba Tecra
W BUILT-IN SERIAL

Win XP Pro, Core 2 Duo 
7100, 2 GB RAM

New with Vista and 1 GB 
RAM - $1373.34 ONLINE

599.00 

XP PROXP PRO
1 GB RAM1 GB RAM
DVD PlayerDVD Player
CD BurnerCD Burner

21” CRT incl. 21” CRT incl. 
$$250250.00.00

One MoreOne More
OnlyOnly

AVG and AVG and 
Open Offi ce Open Offi ce 
installed for installed for 
Home UserHome User

Out of  BoxOut of  Box
Save $$$ Save $$$ 

Warranty SameWarranty Same
but $500 off  listbut $500 off  list

Special 
Order 

your parts 
to build 

your own 
Gamer
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ans; and snow removal will continue at the current level 
of service through 2011. In the Utility Department, the 
4th phase of the water meter replacement program will 
proceed, and funds have been allocated for a major 
stormwater outfall repair.

The Town will continue with the Enhanced Drive-
way Replacement Program, which assists residents in 
replacing private driveway crossing over previously 
installed rolled curb/sidewalk. The Allan & Jean Millar 
Centre will continue to operate with membership fees 
remaining stable. Improvements to the facility will in-
clude enhancements to the heating and ventilations sys-
tem, as well as the pool temperature controllers and sen-
sors for the hot tub and leisure pool.

The FCSS Grant Program has been increased from 
$30,000 to $50,000 to support local family and commu-
nity support service programs. The Enhancement Grant 
Program has increased from $10,000 to $30,000 to sup-
port local community groups and initiatives. The Town 
will be developing 10 acres of light industrial land in the 
Hilltop East Industrial Phase.

Further details on the fi  nal 2011 Budget will be pro-
vided to the community in the spring.

(Continued from page 4)

OIL | GAS | FORESTRY | CONSTRUCTION

780.554.8511 PHONE • 780.760.0932 FAX
770AltaHauling@gmail.com

FOR HIRE
• Winch Truck
• Highway Truck
• Logging Truck
• Lowbed Trailer
• Highbed Trailer
• D6 Cat
• 200 Komatsu Excavator
• Various Size Mulchers

Whitecourt Auto Sales

778-8808
Corner of Hwy 43 & 32 South

See page 31 for photos of inventory.

Pre-Approved 
Financing 
Available!

New Year’s History
The earliest instance of New Year is found in Mes-

opotamian culture. It was about 2000 BC, when the 
people of Babylon used to observe New Year celebra-
tions on the day of the Vernal Equinox that is during the 
middle of March. It was the Romans, who recognized 
March 1 as New Year Day in their calendar. At that time 
there were only ten calendar months beginning from 
March. The relevance of this fact can still be seen in the 
names of some months, which were been set according 
to their respective sequences in the calendar. As in the 
calendar of the present time the months from September 
to December are placed as the ninth, tenth, eleventh and 
twelfth months respectively, previously they were posi-
tioned as the seventh, eighth, ninth and the tenth months. 
In Latin, ‘Septem’ means, seven, ‘Octo’ means, eight, 
‘Novem’ means, ninth and ‘Decem’ means ten. 

The Roman calendar also passed through an array 
of rectifi cations. The calendar was attributed with the 
months of January and February in 153 BC, by Numa 
Pontilius, the second Roman king. Thus the festival of 
New Year got shifted to the month of January for the fi rst 
time, although people carried on observing New Year on 
March 1 for quite a long time after that.

This is still not the end of the New Year History. 
Several new calendars were devised. Julius Caesar im-
plemented the Julian calendar which was created based 
on the solar system whereas the previous calendar were 
based on the lunar cycle. Christianity has added up new 
meaning to the New Year Celebration by emphasizing 
the Christmas Day, the Annunciation Day and The Eas-
ter as New Year Day at various times. There had also 
been times when January 1 had been abolished as the 
date on which to celebrate the new year.

It was in the Gregorian calendar established by Pope 
Gregory XII , that New Year’s Day was fi rmly positioned 
on January 1. It was readily accepted by the Catholics 
and then by the Protestants and soon became a holiday 
recognized by the entire world over time.

“I think in terms of the day’s resolutions, not the 
year’s.” Henry Moore 

“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning but 
a going on, with all the wisdom that experience can 
instill in us.” Hal Borland 

“Cheers to a new year and another chance for us 
to get it right.” Oprah Winfrey 

“Coming together is a beginning, staying to-
gether is progress, and working together is success.” 
Henry Ford 

“Making the beginning is one third of the work.” 
Irish Proverb 

“Every new beginning comes from some other 
beginning’s end.” Seneca
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Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781
Mon to Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 12 - 4Mon to Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 12 - 4

WhitecourtWhitecourt  WORKWEARWORKWEAR

TEEN DANCETEEN DANCE
Thur Jan 27, 2011Thur Jan 27, 2011
$10 at the door$10 at the door

8 pm - 12 am / Ages 12-18

Join our group page on Facebook for all our events!Join our group page on Facebook for all our events!

Teen dances will continue to be held Teen dances will continue to be held 
once per monthonce per month

Who am I?
Hint: the mainstream media didn’t like him
“Socialism  only works in  two places: Heaven  

where they don’t need  it and hell where they already 
have  it.”

‘Here’s  my strategy on the Cold  War: We  win, they 
lose.’

‘The  most terrifying words in  the English language 
are: I’m  from the government and  I’m here to help.’

‘The  trouble with our liberal friends is not that 
they’re  ignorant; it’s just that they know so much that 
isn’t  so.’

‘I  have wondered at times about what the Ten  Com-
mandments would have  looked like if Moses had  run 
them through the U.S.  Congress.

‘The  taxpayer: That’s  someone who works for  the 
federal government but  doesn’t have to take the civil  
service examination.’

‘Government is like a baby: An  alimentary canal 
with a big  appetite at one end and no sense of responsi-
bility at  the other’

‘The  nearest thing to eternal life  we will ever see on 
this  earth is a government  program.’

‘It has been said that politics is the second oldest  
profession. I  have learned that it bears a striking resem-
blance to the fi rst’

‘Government’s view of the economy could be 
summed up in a few short phrases: If  it moves, tax it. 
If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if it stops  moving, 
subsidize  it’

‘Politics  is not a bad profession. If you  succeed, 
there  are many rewards; if you disgrace yourself, you  
can always write a book.’

‘No  arsenal, or no weapon in the arsenals of the 
world, is as formidable as the will and moral courage of 
free men and  women.’

‘If  we ever forget that we’re one nation under GOD, 
then we will  be a nation gone under.’

Answer: Ronald  Reagan

778-5151778-5151
“Taste the difference Quality Makes!”

Closed Sundays

5115-50 Ave • FREE DELIVERY
Now with Interac at your door!



PAGE 16 Community Advisor JANUARY 2011

Ian Rae: Inspector
Residential, Commercial, Industrial
► Inspections since 1994 ◄

(780) 778-3383  •  grissol@telusplanet.net
New Construction & Renovations

Our factory engineered homes offer a number of advantages over site built 
homes and can be readily and inexpensively adapted to suit any lifestyle.

Call 778-2203 or visit us at 5512 Caxton St. West

ceived U.S. enemies such 
as retired General Hamid 
Gul. Gul is the former head 
of the ISI, which is the 
Pakistani military intelli-
gence agency. In the latest 
Wikileaks documents, he is 
accused of regularly meet-
ing Al Qaeda and Taliban 
leaders and orchestrating 
suicide attacks on NATO 
forces in Afghanistan. 

Blaming Assange for 
the content of the cables is 
not just shooting the mes-
senger, but misreading the 
message as well. If the 
diplomatic cables of the 
U.S. and its allies did not 
contain disparaging infor-
mation on their opponents, 
then it would indeed be 
time to suspect something 

(Continued from page 7) was amiss. Of course the 
cables are going to be one-
sided as to who the bad 
guys are with subordinates 
in relatively cushy jobs tell-
ing their bosses what they 
want to hear, regardless of 
the real complexity of a 
situation. There is nothing 
new here, in the diplomatic 
world or elsewhere. 

It would seem the real 
analysis required involves 
focussing on how cred-
ible the information in the 
cables is. Much like sci-
entifi c and other work is 
published in peer reviewed 
journals, the release of the 
cables could provide some 
additional intelligence as 
to what is going on in ‘the 
great game’ as it has been 
called. The relative con-
formity of the diplomatic 

Written Repair GuaranteesWritten Repair Guarantees
778-2171 • 3855 38th Ave 

( One Block North of Kal Tire)

“When it’s quality that counts”

Phone (780) 778-2065
Let us be your ‘New Home’ builder

(Continued on page 17)

corps and other establish-
ment players can and has 
led to false analyses with 
disastrous results in the 
past. Getting additional in-
put on situations from out-
side sources certainly can’t 
hurt, hence the removal of 
some secrets could actually 
save innocent lives.

An additional charge 
is that Assange sought out 
establishment media in-
stitutions such as the New 
York Times to sift through 
his material and decide 
what to publish. These crit-
ics point out the newspaper 
assigned David E. Sanger 
to control the release of the 
Wikileaks material. Sanger 
sits as a member of the elite 
Council on Foreign Rela-
tions as well as the Aspen 
Institute Strategy Group 

which includes such people 
as Condi Rice, former De-
fense Secretary William 
Perry, former CIA head 
John Deutch, former State 
Department Deputy Secre-
tary and World Bank head 
Robert Zoellick among 
others.

However, the back-
ground of who the New 
York Times assigns to look 
after the material would of 
course be establishment, 
as it is an establishment 
paper. To attempt to link 
the credentials of Sanger 
with Assange’s outlook is 
a classic case of guilt by 
association, or would be if 
Assange actually dealt di-
rectly with Sanger. What 
is more, the Wikileaks in-
formation released so far is 
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778-2016 • 4807 50 Ave.YOUR ONE STOP FURNITURE SHOP
FURNITURE DEN

MATTRESS & APPLIANCEMATTRESS & APPLIANCE

open to all on the Internet 
(despite establishment at-
tempts to shut it down). It 
seems reasonable for As-
sange to co-operate with 
the mainstream media in 
an attempt to reach as big 
an audience as possible. In 
a way, the whole affair has 
created a move towards an 
older mainstream media 
that used to do a better job 
as a check on the power of 
governments. 

Perhaps a more damag-
ing charge against Assange 
is his dismissal of concerns 
about the 911 investigation. 
However, this may merely 
be a case of ego, since oth-
ers, such as the Architects 
and Engineers for 911 

(Continued from page 16) Truth, have taken the lead 
in this investigation. As 
well, it could be a case of 
Assange being pragmatic, 
knowing that the super-
elites could never deviate 
from the offi cial story line 
of 911, but they might pos-
sibly create more transpar-
ency elsewhere in baby 
steps. Or he may simply 
disagree with the others, al-
though the dismissive way 
he treats the idea of a new 
911 investigation suggests 
a deeper motive.

In any case, those de-
fending Wikileaks point 
out that many lives are lost 
because of secrecy. When 
abuses are covered up, they 
are more likely to re-occur. 
In extreme cases, secrecy 

can lead to unnecessary 
wars. For example, if there 
had been widespread public 
knowledge that Iraq had no 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, many lives could have 
been saved. A study, pub-
lished in prestigious medi-
cal journal The Lancet, es-
timated that over 600,000 
people have been killed as 
a result of the Iraq invasion 
as of July 2006, with cur-
rent estimates putting the 
toll at well over a million, 
or more loss of life than the 
Rwandan genocide.

On a related note, 
some U.S. offi cials could 
take lessons from Assange 
in being concerned about 
lives being risked because 
secrets are brought to light. 

Valerie Plame was a covert 
CIA operative married to 
diplomat Joseph Wilson 
when her name and posi-
tion was published in the 
mainstream press. Richard 
Armitage, the U.S. deputy 
secretary of state at the time, 
later admitted he leaked the 
name to the press. 

The investigation led to 
the conviction of I. Lewis 
“Scooter” Libby, who was 
the chief of staff of Vice 
President Dick Cheney at 
the time, for obstruction 
of justice and perjury re-
lated to the investigation. 
His 30 month sentence was 
commuted by President 
George Bush. The reason 
for the leak that put CIA 

(Continued on page 18)

LARGE SCREEN TOSHIBA CLEAROUT TOO!LARGE SCREEN TOSHIBA CLEAROUT TOO!
While you’re checking out our deals see our
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agent Plame’s life in dan-
ger? The evidence suggests 
it was payback because her 
husband brought forward 
information that showed 
some weapons of mass de-
struction charges against 
Iraq had been faked.

While the effi cacy of 
some humanitarian life-
saving diplomatic moves 
could be compromised by 
Wikileaks, on the whole, 
it looks like a lot more 
good than possible harm is 
done by lifting the veil on 
a small part of what gov-
ernments do behind the 
scenes.  As one  researcher 
points out, “the 250,000 
cables are not ‘top secret’ 
as we might have thought. 
Between two and three mil-
lion US Government em-
ployees are cleared to see 
this level of ‘secret’ docu-
ment, and some 500,000 
people around the world 
have access to the Secret 
Internet Protocol Network 
(SIPRnet) where the cables 
were stored.” 

“Siprnet is not recom-
mended for distribution 
of top-secret information. 
Only 6% or 15,000 pages 
of the documents have been 
classifi ed as even secret, a 
level below top-secret. An-
other 40% were the lowest 
level, ‘confi dential’, while 
the rest were unclassifi ed. 
In brief, it was not all that 
secret.”

The calls for the as-
sassination of Assange and 
the ludicrous sex charges 
against him are signs that 

(Continued from page 17) the democracy defi cit is 
caused by more than voter 
apathy. Perhaps one of the 
lessons of the Wikileaks 
uproar is that some of the 
elites in the western de-
mocracies are virulently 
anti-democratic. Another is 
that our mainstream press 
seems caught between do-
ing some real investigative 
journalism and sticking to 
the establishment line. As 
the latter stance becomes 
more and more untenable, 
as other information sourc-
es open up, the mainstream 
media could be raising its 
performance level in an 
attempt to stay relevant to 
a generation that is losing 
trust.

Be what it may, the re-
ality is that many secrets 
are necessary in a world 
of competing nation states. 
In the fi nal analysis, only 
an effective, accountable 
world federation can lead 
to signifi cantly more truth 
and transparency. Ruleless-
ness (and the accompany-
ing secrecy) must rule to a 
large degree, where there is 
no rule of law, as happens 
at the global level. This is 
a basic facet of human his-
tory and logic. 

How to get from where 
we are now, to the neces-
sary world federation with-
out creating a monolithic 
police state or worse, is the 
question of the age. Regard-
less of whether one thinks 
Wikileaks is a criminal or-
ganization, a CIA asset, or 
a crusading freedom effort, 
the organization would 

• Copying • Printing • Faxing • Résumés 
• Invoices  • Brochures • Business Cards
 Invitations • Laminating • Graphic Design •

 Web Design • Computer Service•
• Computer Rentals and More

Media

780-778-3949 - 4907 52 Ave.

Custom affordable marketing 
ideas and packages for your 

business or organization!

Allie, Jeannette, Jennifer and Dan would 
like to wish you all the best for 2011.

(Continued on page 25)
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  Providing Leaf Guard & 5” Continuous Eavestroughing!
  Siding   Soffi ts   Fascia   Window & Door 
Capping   Metal Roof & Wall Installation 

 Custom Metal Detail
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Phone: 780-706-9255 • Fax: 780-778-6168

Many Colour Options Available. 

Country Homes
Inspection Services

Offering WETT 
Certifi ed 

Inspection 
reports for wood 
& pellet heating 

systems!

Lionel Bizier • 780.779.1570

Worry free sales, installs as well as 
cleaning & maintenance services. Book 

your annual maintenance today!

Claire Freeman • 780.706.0434

to reward and motivate its employees. There were free 
drinks and a “money booth” that offered exuberant branch 
managers the chance to jump in and grab as many wind-
churned bills as they could stuff in their pockets. The train-
ing sessions seemed to be an afterthought.

Before Paules left Vegas, a senior executive suggested 
that he and Paules make a “side bet.” It was a ritual at 
Ameriquest. Bosses spurred underlings to greater produc-
tion by betting on what their numbers would be over a spe-
cifi c time period. If Paules could get his branch to hit at 
least $1.5 million in its fi rst full month of operation, the 
company would multiply the standard commissions for 
Paules and his employees by a factor of 1.5.

Back home in Pennsylvania, he leaned heavily on his 
list of American General customers. The branch recruited 
more than a dozen customers away from his previous em-
ployer and by the end of the month it had booked twenty-
one loans in all, a company record for a new branch. Those 
twenty-one mortgage contracts translated into $1.6 million 
in loan volume.

Paules had won his bet and made a lot of money for 
himself and his staff. He swaggered a bit as the new month 
began. But he quickly learned that last month was old his-
tory. At Ameriquest, you were only as good as your current 
month. The branch had exhausted the leads from his pool 
of American General borrower. As the new month came 
to an end, the offi ce’s numbers had dropped dramatically. 
While fellow branch managers listened in on a conference 
call, a supervisor chewed him out, counting off a roll call 
of epithets that described his performance: “one-month 
wonder,” “king for a day,” “s*****ng the bed.”

Paules regrouped, aiming to prove he was a top pro-
ducer. If he’d done everything by the book at American 
General, it was because that’s what had been required of 

him. At Ameriquest, he followed cues that let him know 
that he needed to be creative about booking loans and mak-
ing money. It wasn’t a case of an innocent being corrupted. 
It was a case, he said, of an unprincipled personality fi nd-
ing a place that encouraged his self-serving instincts. “It’s 
hard to have a guilty conscience if you don’t have a con-
science,” he said. “Anything that benefi ted production—
that benefi ted me and benefi ted my wallet—I’d do it.”

About the only check on his behavior was the risk of 
getting caught. At Ameriquest, the risk was low, if you 
covered your tracks and didn’t get too out of control. He let 
his workers fi ddle with about 10 percent of the loan fi les, 
only the deals where falsifying a number or creating a fake 
document would provide a signifi cant boost to the branch’s 
commissions. He didn’t allow his employees to alter pay 
stubs or tax documents, though he did allow them to use 
Wite-Out to alter the monthly benefi t amounts listed on a 
couple of elderly borrowers’ Social Security award letters.

He learned from his colleagues that one of the best 
ways to game the system without endangering yourself too 
much was to employ what they termed the “Whoops Tech-
nique.” If a borrower had an annual income of $56,000, for 
example, he might instead report it as $66,000. If some-
body in underwriting caught the discrepancy, he could ex-
plain that it was a typo— a single fl ubbed keystroke.

If a borrower really couldn’t afford the deal Ameri-
quest was writing for them, Paules learned, there were 
ways around that, too. As long as borrowers made their 
fi rst payment, the loan offi cers and managers who’d put 
together the deal could collect their commissions.

If you gave a borrower enough cash out of the deal, 
they could afford to make their monthly payments for a 
little while, at least. Another way to ensure the borrower 
could make the fi rst payment was to work out a deal with 

(Continued on page 24)

(Continued from page 11)
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knee. Bloomers were neat 
with elastic at the knee to 
gather the leg and also the 
waist. These were usually 
made of fl annelette or fl our 
sack and dyed. A petticoat 
covered all this, then your 

For Appointment 
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4919 - 51 Ave.
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10 to 4:30
Sat.   10 to 2
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dress. These dresses varied 
in style with the changing 
years - jumpers or pin-
afores. The cotton dresses 
were gathered at the hip 
or just below. At Poplar 
School all the little girls 
wore a cotton pinafore 

over a wool dress.

Corsets were 
laced at the back 
and the tighter 
the strings were 
pulled, the small-
er the waist. No 
woman had a 
stomach, as now. 
When the girls 
reached grade 
eight they started 
wearing corsets 
and corset cov-
ers. These were 
similar to the top 
half of our present 
day petticoat. The 
women’s petticoats 
were of heavy 
material - all just 
came to the waist 
and were of heavy 
bengaline-like ma-
terial. Mother had 
a beautiful bright 
green one that I 
always admired. 
Petticoats and 
bloomers became 
the thing of the 
past in the early 
20’s. In the mid 

20’s skirts became 
very short - 2” to 4” above 
the knee. Silk underwear 
became common and 
union suits of cotton and 
wool with the legs knee 
length. Underpants were 
still the bloomer style and 
undershirts became com-

mon. All the ladies and 
girls wore wool stock-
ings. With the building of 
Rochfort Bridge, furnaces 
for heating became com-
mon, so the heavy clothes 
were not so necessary.

Before World War 
One ladies had fur sets - 
muffs and a neck piece. 
These neck pieces were 
of different lengths de-
pending on price paid.

Men’s suits had nar-
row legs and the shirt 
collars were higher with 
points and removable. 
One shirt and several col-
lars would do a week.

The boys’ suit pants 
were knickers with a sort 
of strap to fasten just be-
low the knee.

Men’s everyday 
clothes were overalls and 
overall jackets of denim 
similar to today’s styles. 
All the overalls had bibs.

Ladies’ shoes were 
mid-calf either laced or 
buttoned. Some had pat-
ent leather trimming on 
toes and back part of the 
shoes near the heel. Ev-
eryday ladies’ shoes had 
low heels. Dress shoes 
had a narrow heel like the 

Center, John Heslop, left William Birkbeck, right unknown.

FOUND

DIAMOND 
RING

CALL DAN 
778-3949
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Open 7 days a week.

8 VLTS   •  Pool  •  Video Games
4 Large Screen Plasma TVs

50th Ave and 50th St. • 780-778-5501

Canadian Tire Money Accepted at ParCanadian Tire Money Accepted at Par

25¢ 
WING NIGHT

Every Thursday
5 pm to 10 pm

spike or Luis heel. There were various ways 
of lacing these shoes to look smart. Slippers, 
oxfords and one strap shoes came in when I’d 
be about grade seven. If Mother was in a hurry 
she would get two of us to lace her shoes.

Pregnant women wore Mother Hubbard 
dresses. When I was in grade six the butcher-
boy became the fashion which was due to some 
actress.

When ladies rode horseback they wore rid-
ing skirts. My Mother rode sidesaddle most of 
the time we lived on the McKeen Ranch.

The beginning of World War One saw 
ladies using the same style of saddles as the 
men.

In the mid 20’s ladies wore what was called 
the basketball bloomers, made of blue serge 
with one yard pleated into each leg. Very beau-
tiful and the envy of the girls who could not 
afford them.

Skirts have gone up and down as has the 
waistline. Sailor middies (blouses) were a great 
favorite during the basketball bloomer era.

Equally changeable was the width of the 
men’s ties.

Baton’s was the place to buy and you paid your 
postage. Later Simpsons started; then the postage was 
paid. After World War One prices were very high, then 
took a drop. Everyone was poor.

The boys and Father wore buckskin pants. We girls 
had dresses made from dyed fl our sacks. We had one 
dress for good. Mother never wore fl our sack dresses, 
although many women did. While on the ranch we 
were well dressed. I had a brown corduroy dress that I 

(Continued from page 20)

5009 52 Avenue5009 52 Avenue
780-778-4488780-778-4488
Open until 8 pmOpen until 8 pm
Walk-ins WelcomeWalk-ins Welcome
www.diamondtanningstudio.comwww.diamondtanningstudio.com

wore to school for three years during the cold weather. 
As it grew shorter I wore a sleeveless pinafore over 
it. Beryl had a turquoise blue, but no pinafore. I think 
Grandma Seedhouse kept us supplied with clothes.

Bras were made at home, a straight piece of cloth 
with hooks at the back and darts above and below the 
bust. There was the no-curve image to match the fl at-
tened effect of the corset.

The exit of the corset caused many a comment 
from the men as they didn’t care to dance with girls 
without corsets because they were too wiggly.

Left to right: Ruth Johnson, Mrs Wolochow, Mrs Wilkie, 1935

(See More Fashions on page 22)
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Carpetown  
             Interiors  

   

www.carpetowninteriors.com 

Serving 
Whitecourt 
& Area for 

Over 18 Years. 

5033 - 52 Avenue - 778-4144, 1-888-778-4144

Carpet • Lino • Hardwood •Tile • Wallpaper

Serving 
Whitecourt & 

Area for Over 21 
Years

“The Store for Your Floor”

Guaranteed Professional Installations
Residential & Commercial

Scaffold • Shoring • Swing Stage

Complete scaffold and access solutions

Cell: 780-779-7773
Phone: 780-778-6519
Email: don.kuzyk@skywaycanada.ca

24 HR SERVICE

Martha (McCallister) McLeod and daughter, Catherine, 
about 1914.

(More Fashions continued from page 21)

Emma (Johnson) Sellars and Anna (Johnson) Patterson

These stories were reproduced from Three Trails 
Home; A History of Mayerthorpe and Districts, with 
permission of the Town of Mayerthorpe. A copy of 
the book may be purchased from the Mayerthorpe 
Public Library. Please call (780) 786-2416 for more 
information. The local Whitecourt history book, Sag-
itawah Saga - The Story of Whitecourt,  is available 
at the public library for reading. It is for sale through 
the Whitecourt and Area Heritage Society at the For-
estry Interpretive Centre.

John Andrew dressed for Christening.Billy McClure in 1905.
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A Friend in 
Need

Pete and Larry had not 
seen each other in many 
years. Now they had a long 
talk trying to fi ll in the gap 
of those years by telling 
about their lives. Finally 
Pete invited Larry to visit 
him in his new apartment. 
“I got a wife and three kids 
and I’d love to have you 
visit us.” 

“Great. Where do you 
live?” 

“Here’s the address. 
And there’s plenty of park-
ing behind the apartment. 
Park and come around to 
the front door, kick it open 
with your foot, go to the el-
evator and press the button 
with your left elbow, then 
enter! When you reach the 
sixth fl oor, go down the 
hall until you see my name 
on the door. Then press the 
doorbell with your right 
elbow and I’ll let you in.” 

“Good. But tell me...
what is all this business 
of kicking the front door 
open, then pressing eleva-
tor buttons with my right, 
then my left elbow?” 

“Surely, you’re not 
coming empty-handed.”

School Daze
The teacher said; 

“Devin, this is the fi fth 
day this week you’ve had 
to stay after school. What 
have you to say for your-
self?” 

“Thank God it’s Fri-
day”, said Devin.

SAVE
SAVE

#2 - 4439 - 52 Ave • 706-8882

OUTERWEAR 

CLEARANCE!!

OPENOPEN
Mon~Thur 10 ~7

Friday 10~8Friday 10~8
Saturday 11~6
Sunday 12~5

MEN’S, LADIES & YOUTHMEN’S, LADIES & YOUTH
JACKETS & PANTSJACKETS & PANTS

20%20%
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JACKETS & PANTSJACKETS & PANTS
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NEWNEW SPRING 2011SPRING 2011
APPAREL ARRIVING NEXT MONTHAPPAREL ARRIVING NEXT MONTH

Ladies going on a trip??Ladies going on a trip??
New Skye Swimwear & Bikinis have arrived!!New Skye Swimwear & Bikinis have arrived!!
Last seasons Flip-Flops & Sandals Last seasons Flip-Flops & Sandals 20%20% OFF OFF
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the title company that helped collate the fi nal loan docu-
ments. The title company could slip an extra charge onto 
the customer’s initial loan balance, and then book a credit 
for that amount to serve as the customer’s fi rst payment. 
The best part was that this sly arrangement also allowed 
loan offi cers to promise mortgage applicants that Ameri-
quest would make their fi rst payment for “free.”

Once Paules started taking shortcuts and playing 
around in what Ameriquest workers called the “gray 
area,” it was hard not to go further. “An inch becomes 
a yard,” he recalled. “And a yard becomes ten thousand 
yards real quick.” Many of the tactics that Ameriquest 
employees used spread informally, through back chan-
nels and over break room bull sessions. Simply by 
hinting that top-performing Ameriquest branches were 
cutting corners to post big production numbers, Paules 
could nudge his underlings into employing a bit of their 
own derring-do to bring in loans. If somebody wasn’t 
fi guring it out for themselves, he paired them with an 
experienced coworker who could demonstrate the tricks 
of the trade.

For those who’d already become profi cient at these 
sleights of hand, he used various incentives to encourage 
them to push their production ever higher, including one 
that he’d learned at his fi rst management seminar with 
the company: the side wager. Paules approached two of 
his salesmen with a proposition. Like Paules, they were 
young and wild. They liked to party. He promised the 
pair that if they could top their previous monthly bests, 
he’d stay after hours with them on the last business day 
of the month and host a private party for them— com-
plete with a stripper. The pair won the bet, and their 
party. The next month, Paules increased the stakes. If 
the two salesmen could once again set personal records, 
he’d hire two strippers. Again, the salesmen beat their 
goal and Paules rewarded them—and himself—with an 
alcohol- fueled celebration in the offi ce that didn’t let up 
until early the next morning.

The branch was performing so well, many months 
it outdid all of Ameriquest’s other Pennsylvania loca-
tions combined. Paules earned $170,000 in his fi rst eight 
months at Ameriquest, more than he’d pocketed in four 
years at American General. After fourteen months as a 
branch manager, Paules was promoted to area manager. 
He was now overseeing his old branch and fi ve others in 
the state. He hadn’t made it to his thirtieth birthday yet, 
and he had six branch managers, forty loan offi cers, and 
various support staff reporting to him.

Higher up the line, Ameriquest’s senior management 
put policies in place that encouraged managers to prod 
their employees to squeeze as much profi t out of borrow-
ers as possible, even those who had solid credit histories. 
The company awarded bonuses to area managers, Paules 
said, if more than 80 percent of the loans produced un-
der their supervision included a “prepayment penalty”—a 
nasty surprise tucked away in loan contracts that could 
cost borrowers thousands of dollars if they tried to refi -
nance and get away from Ameriquest. Hitting that target, 
he said, could put another $5,000 a month in his pocket.

Management also controlled employees by keeping 
count of just about everything they did. It counted the 
number of loans made each month by every branch and 
every loan offi cer, tracked how much revenue the sales 
reps had built into the deals, even noted how many phone 
calls reps were making in any given time span. The com-
pany’s computer system allowed senior executives to 
monitor loan offi cers’ telephone usage. It wasn’t unusual 
for Paules to pick up the phone and fi nd his regional man-
ager on the other end of the line, demanding to know why 
a particular loan offi cer had only made, say, eight sales 
calls in the past hour. Paules’s job was to go out and let the 
salesman know he better get himself into gear.

(Continued on page 27)

(Continued from page 19)

Tues. to Thurs: 9 am - 7 pm • Fri 9 am to 10 pm, 
Sat: 9 am to close, Sun: 9 am - 4 pm

779-5288 • 5027-51 Avenue779-5288 • 5027-51 Avenue

“Great Gifts for Any Occasion”

NEW IN STORENEW IN STORE
War Hammer

Tuesdays 4 to 7 & Saturdays 1 to 7
(details in-store)

Magic the Gathering
Pre-releases

(details in-store)

Don’t Forget, A & E has a selection of collectibles 
second to none, from models to cards. 200+ binders 

of hockey cards, 200+ binders of Magic, Yugioh, 
Chaotic & Pokemon, Much More!
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FOR MORE INFO:FOR MORE INFO:

HOMESTEAD IN 
NATURE’S PLAYGROUND

WHITECOURT
HIGHWAY 43

EAST 
MOUNTAIN 

ROAD

RR120
THOMPSON 

ROAD

ASPEN 
HEIGHTS

MOUNTAIN 
SPRINGS

  

www.dynamicstores.comwww.dynamicstores.com

Calling all nature enthusiasts!
Whether you enjoy nature’s bounty by riding an ATV, hiking, or just looking 

out your kitchen window while having a coffee, Mountain Springs has a wooded 
lot to build your dream home.

Mountain Springs is a new subdivision of 17 properties ranging from 5.5—
9.5 acres located just minutes from downtown Whitecourt on East Mountain 
Road. The wooded lots border 91,000 acres of crown land and thousands of 
kilometers of hiking, snowmobile, and ATV trails.

“There are great views, they’re lushly treed with lots of creeks, beaver 
ponds, springs, and drinking water,” said one of the property managers Jim 
Rennie Jr.

The properties have road access, hydro and gas utilities for the new own-
ers. The area surrounding the lots has thousands of kilometers of trails for get-
ting out to explore nature.

“I would say this is perfect for young families that wantv to raise their chil-
dren in nature,” said Rennie Sr. “As someone who lived for 34 years on an acre-
age, I know that children raised in nature are more independent, in tune with the 
land, and have the wilderness as their playground.”

To fi nd out how to purchase a piece of paradise, visit www.dynamicstores.
com, or call Jim Rennie Sr. at 780-778-0203.Rennie Sr. at 780-778-0203.

Bordered by 
91,000 Acres 
Crown Land

“There are great 
views, they’re 

lushly treed with 
lots of creeks, 
beaver ponds, 
springs, and 

drinking water”

Hiking, ATV, 
Snowmobile 

Trails
Galore!

seem to be an asset in mov-
ing world political devel-
opments in the right direc-
tion. The nuts and bolts 
of how to truly empower 
individuals, at the national 
and then higher levels can 
be found at www.cesj.org. 

The individual is where the 
divine spark refl ects from, 
and the more a system be-
comes overly centralized, 
the further it moves from 
this irreplaceable neces-
sary ingredient for a rela-
tively peaceful transition 
to a peaceful future. Only 

(Continued from page 18)

Call Jim @ 780-778-0203

a system which maximizes 
individual empowerment is 
sustainable, or for that mat-
ter would be accepted over 
time by the great majority 
of the people.  The human 
urge to freedom could be 
described as a long-term 
survival instinct.

“Be who you are 
and say what you feel, 
because those who 
mind don’t matter and 
those who matter don’t 
mind.”

- Ted Geisel (Dr. 
Seuss)
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Canadian Heritage

Eat-InEat-In Pick-upPick-up

Drive ThruDrive Thru DeliveryDelivery

PizzaPizza..PastaPasta..WingsWings..BurgersBurgers..FriedFried
ChickenChicken..DonairsDonairs..SaladsSalads..Creamy ShakesCreamy Shakes
BARON’S GOURMET PIZZAS

 12” 14”
 1. Cheese .................................................... 18.99 22.99
 2. Pepperoni ................................................ 19.99 23.99
 3. Mushroom .............................................. 19.99 23.99
 4. Ham ........................................................ 19.99 23.99
 5. Pepperoni & Salami ................................ 21.99 24.99
 6. Beef & Mushroom .................................. 21.99 24.99
 7. Beef & Onion.......................................... 21.99 24.99
 8. Ham & Pineapple .................................. 21.99 24.99
 9. Ham & Mushroom.................................. 21.99 24.99
 10. Pepperoni & Mushroom.......................... 21.99 24.99
 11. Pepperoni, Mushroom & Green Pepper .. 22.99 26.99
 12. Ham, Mushroom & Pineapple ................ 22.99 26.99
 13. Pepperoni, Mushroom & Bacon .............. 22.99 26.99
 14. Pepperoni, Mushroom & Onion ............ 22.99 26.99
 15. Italian Sausage, Musrhoom & Onion ...... 22.99 26.99
 16. Vegeterian................................................ 26.99 29.99
  Mushroom, Onion, Green Pepper, Olives, Pineapple & Fresh Tomatoes.

(prices for 2 pizzas)

 17. All Meat .................................................. 26.99 29.99
  Ham, Pepperoni, Salami, Beef & Bacon.

 18. Greek Pizza.............................................. 26.99 29.99
  Onion, Green Pepper, Olives, Fresh Tomatoes & Feta.

 19. Mexican .................................................. 26.99 29.99
  Pepperoni, Ground Beef, Onions, Cooked Tomatoes, Banana Peppers & Chedder.

 20. Super Cheese .......................................... 26.99 29.99
  Mozzarella, Feta, Chedder & Parmesan.

 21. Donair Pizza............................................ 26.99 29.99
  Donair Meat, Onion, Fresh Tomato, Lettuce & Donair Sauce.

 22. Taco ........................................................ 26.99 29.99
  Cajun Ground Beef, Fresh Tomatoes, Chedder , Olives & Lettuce.

 23. Cook’s Special #1 .................................... 26.99 29.99
  Salsa, Pepperoni, Italian Sausage, Chicken, Cooked Tomatoes & Chedder.

 24. Cook’s Special #2 .................................... 26.99 29.99
  Pepperoni, Ham, Bacon, Italian Sausage & Chedder.

 25. Ranch House Deluxe .............................. 26.99 29.99
  Ranch, Chicken, Onion, Cooked Tomatoes, Bacon & Chedder.

 26. Baron’s Beast............................................ 29.99 33.99 
  Loaded with Pepperoni, Ham, Onion, Mushroom, Bacon, 
  Pineapple, Green Pepper & Olives.

Dipping Sauce: Hot, Ranch, Donair & Pizza Sauce

780-778-5955

3909 37 Ave3909 37 Ave
Whitecourt ABWhitecourt AB

DebitDebit
@ Door@ Door
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PRIVATE LESSONS
WEEK DAYS ONLY

BRING A COUPLE 
OF FRIENDS.

EVENING 
CLASSES ALSO.

E-mail: artlady@telus.net

Paules generally didn’t 
fi nd too much cause to yell 
at the people who worked 
under him—they were fun 
to party with and they were 
making him lots of money. 
But the pressure got to him 
a few months into his ten-
ure as area manager. He 
was demanding more and 
more volume from his sales 
corps. Near the end of one 
month, his branch managers 
assured him that he could 
expect big numbers for the 
month. Paules reported the 
projections up the chain 
of command. When things 
shook out, though, produc-
tion for the six branches was 
far below what he’d predict-
ed. His regional manager 
berated him. In turn, Paules 
summoned all of his branch 
managers to a conference 
call and screamed at them 
like he never had before. His 
face grew a deeper shade of 
purple with each expletive 
he spat out. “Get out of your 
f****** glass offi ces and 
get out on the f****** fl oor 
with your f****** people!” 
If their salespeople didn’t 
start producing, he told the 
managers, the solution was 
simple: get rid of them and 
hire someone else. If the 
loan offi cers couldn’t close 
loans, the branch managers 
needed to step in and do it 
for them. Paules later calcu-
lated that he’d set a personal 
record: he’d used various 
forms of “the f-word” per-
haps fi ve hundred times in 
the fi fteen to twenty min-
utes he was on the phone. 
Only later did one of his 
managers confess: Paules 
had been pushing them so 

hard that they’d been afraid 
to tell him the truth, and 
instead had given him rosy 
projections for how loan 
volume was shaping up for 
the month. They thought 
they could always fi nd some 
trick to catch up.

Travis Paules eventu-
ally rose to vice president at 
Ameriquest. After he left the 
company, he experienced a 

religious awakening that, he 
said, prompted him to give 
us his carousing and “wick-
edness.” He wrote two books 
and began looking for pub-
lishers. The fi rst one was an 
autobiographical novel—
the main character is named 
“Trevor Palmer”—that he 
titled Whiteout, an allusion 
to Ameriquest’s tradition of 
altering and fabricating bor-
rowers’ paperwork. The sec-

ond manuscript was a mem-
oir of his spiritual journey. 
He titled it 180.

(Continued from page 24)

Double Docs
Peter says “Doc-

tor, I see double!” 
“Sit on the chair 

please” the doctor 
says.

“Which one?” Pe-
ter replied.
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“Ever since veterans of the guerrilla war against 
apartheid Rhodesia violently seized white-owned farms 
in Zimbabwe, the country’s president, Robert Mugabe, 
has been demonized by politicians, human rights organi-
zations and the media in the West. . . .”

“I’m going to argue that the basis for Mugabe’s de-
monization is the desire of Western powers to change 
the economic and land redistribution policies Mugabe’s 
government has pursued; . . . and that the ultimate aim of 
regime change is to replace Mugabe with someone who 
can be counted on to reliably look after Western interests, 
and particularly British investments, in Zimbabwe.” 

Timothy Kalyegira concurred in this theory, observ-
ing: “A former undercover operative John Perkins re-
called events that are strikingly familiar to what we see 
in Zimbabwe today: “[In] 1951…Iran rebelled against a 
British oil company that was exploiting Iranian natural 
resources and its people…An outraged England sought 
the help of her…ally, the United States…Washington 
dispatched CIA agent Kermit Roosevelt…to organize 
a series of …violent demonstrations, which created the 
impression that [Iranian Prime Minister] Mossadegh was 
both unpopular and inept. (Confessions Of An Economic 
Hit Man, Ebury Press, 2005, page 18) Clearly, Mugabe’s 
capital crime was to displace White privilege in Zimba-
bwe and personally stand up to the White establishment 
in London and Washington.”

“This is not to condone any atrocities of which the 
Mugabe government stands accused, or to overlook the 
fact that breaking up the white-owned farms and deliv-
ering them to unskilled workers was a disaster for the 
economy. The original black workforce did have the 
necessary skills, and if the farms had been transferred 
to cooperatives owned by them, little harm would have 
been done to the economy.”

“The narrow issue considered here is whether the 
Zimbabwe hyperinfl ation was the result of the govern-
ment printing money to fund its budget. In fact, the gov-
ernment was printing money to buy the foreign currency 
needed to pay debts owed in a foreign currency, some-
thing that subjected it to the whims of speculators.”

The U.S. Is Not Zimbabwe
Even if Zimbabwe’s hyperinfl ation was the result of 

currency manipulation rather than exploitation by cor-
rupt politicians, couldn’t the same thing happen to the 
U.S. dollar? 

The answer is, not likely. The U.S. does not owe 
debts in a foreign currency over which it has no control. 
It can issue bonds payable in its own currency. 

Today that currency is issued by the Federal Reserve, 
which is privately owned by a consortium of banks; but 
the Fed has been at least semi-captive ever since the 
1960s, disgorging its profi ts to the Treasury. Its website 
states, “Federal Reserve Banks are not . . . operated for 
a profi t, and each year they return to the U.S. Treasury 
all earnings in excess of Federal Reserve operating and 
other expenses.” The Federal Reserve Act provides that 
it can be modifi ed or rescinded at any time, so Congress 
retains ultimate control.

Randall Wray, Professor of Economics at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City, writes that “involun-
tary default is, literally, impossible for a sovereign gov-
ernment.” 

The U.S. does not have to rely on foreign investors 
even to buy its bonds. If the investors are not interest-
ed, the central bank can buy the bonds. That is, in fact, 
what the Fed’s second round of quantitative easing is all 
about: issuing $600 billion for the purchase of long-term 

WhitecourtCalendar.com
One Stop....All the Info

Post Your Event for FREE

Media

(Continued from page 12)

(Continued on page 29)
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TRUCK REPAIRS - MACHINE SHOP - WELDING  
FIELD MECHANICS - FORESTRY & OILFIELD 

24 HR. SERVICE - APPROVED INSPECTION STATION 
(780) 778-3184 or 1-800-665-0864 

Fleet Air Electric

(780) 778-2573  ●  Fleetair.WhitecourtWeb.com

Get Your Heavy Duty 
Equipment Ready for 
Winter with a Heater 

System from Fleet Air!!!

Roy Woodford
Over 25 years of Heavy Duty 

Equipment Experience

Webasto • Espar 

mobile service

government bonds. 

Unlike Zimbabwe, which had to have U.S. dollars to 
pay its debt to the IMF, the U.S. can easily get the cur-
rency it needs without being beholden to anyone. It can 
print the dollars, or borrow from the Fed which prints 
them. 

But wouldn’t that dilute the value of the currency? 

No, says Cullen Roche, because swapping dollars 
for bonds does not change the size of the money supply. 
A dollar bill and a dollar bond are essentially the same 
thing. One bears interest and is a little less liquid than 
the other, but both are obligations good for a dollar’s 
worth of goods or services in the economy. If the bond-
holders had wanted cash, they could have cashed out the 
bonds themselves. They don’t have any more money to 
spend, or any more incentive to spend it, when they’ve 
been cashed out by the government than when they were 
holding bonds. 

Moreover, adding money to the money supply can-
not hurt the economy when the money supply is shrink-
ing, as it is now. Most money today consists simply of 
bank credit, and bank credit is shrinking because banks 
are deleveraging. Bad debts are wiping out capital, which 
wipes out lending capacity. QE2 is just an attempt to fi ll 
the empty liquidity pitcher back up — and a rather fee-
ble attempt at that. Financial commentator Charles Hugh 
Smith estimates that the economy now faces $15 trillion 
in writedowns in collateral and credit, based on projec-
tions from the latest Fed Flow of Funds (September 17, 
2010). Based on his projections, it might be argued that 
the Fed could print enough money to refi nance the entire 
federal debt without creating price infl ation. (The cur-
rent infl ation in commodity prices is due to other factors, 
as was discussed in an earlier article, here.) 

Dean Baker, co-director of the Center for Economic 
and Policy Research in Washington, wrote recently con-
cerning the federal defi cit: “There is no reason that the 
Fed can’t just buy this debt (as it is largely doing) and 
hold it indefi nitely. If the Fed holds the debt, there is no 
interest burden for future taxpayers. The Fed refunds its 
interest earnings to the Treasury every year. Last year 
the Fed refunded almost $80 billion in interest to the 
Treasury, nearly 40 percent of the country’s net interest 
burden. And the Fed has other tools to ensure that the 
expansion of the monetary base required to purchase the 
debt does not lead to infl ation.” 

“This means that the country really has no near-term 
or even mid-term defi cit problem. The current defi cit is 
a positive. In fact, if it were larger we would have more 
jobs and growth. Furthermore, there is no reason that the 
debt being accumulated at present should pose any inter-
est burden on future generations. In this vein, it is worth 
noting that Japan’s central bank holds debt amounting to 
almost 100 percent of that country’s GDP. As a result, 
Japan’s interest burden is considerably smaller than the 
United States’s, even though Japan’s debt is almost four 
times as large relative to the size of its economy.” [Em-
phasis added.] 

Although Japan’s relative debt is almost four times 
as large as ours and its central bank holds enough to equal 
nearly 100% of its GDP, investors are not fl eeing the yen 
or driving the economy into hyperinfl ation. In fact Japan 
still can’t pull itself out of DEFLATION, despite mas-
sive quantitative easing. The country still has willing 
trading partners and is still the third largest economy in 
the world, an impressive feat for a small island. 

If the Fed were to follow the lead of Japan and hold 
federal debt equal to the country’s gross domestic prod-
uct, the Fed would be holding $14.75 trillion in federal 

(Continued from page 28)

(Continued on page 30)
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News from the radicalmiddle

Bringing you the news that the 
mainstream misses. Our Rate Card and all 

issues are on the web at 

www.CommunityAdvisor.net 
“The theory of the free press is not 
that the truth will be presented 

completely or perfectly in any one 
instance, but that the truth will emerge 
from free discussion” - Walter Lippman 

Advisor
5,500 copies of an 1/8 page ad, 
just $44.95 + GST a month with 6 

month booking - includes web bonus

Community

MAILED TO WHITECOURT, BLUE RIDGE, FOX CREEK & MAYERTHORPE . ALSO PLACED IN 
RESTAURANTS, WAITING ROOMS, ETC. INCL.  SANGUDO. - CALL 780-778-3949

WORD JUMBLE 
EDGY 

DENSE 
HICCUP 
TAXICAB

SPELLING QUIZ

a) weasel
b) traipse
c) fi nagle

VOCABULARY
1) over a door
2)fruit
3)on the shore

(Continued from page 29)

Cell: 780-706-0893
Bus: 780-706-2046
Fax: 780-778-2297
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www.sangstersafety.com

We
Pipe

w

securities, enough to refi nance the ENTIRE U.S. federal 
debt of $13.8 trillion virtually interest-free. 

The federal debt hasn’t been paid off since the 1830s 
under President Andrew Jackson. It is just rolled over 
from year to year. An interest-free debt rolled over in-
defi nitely is the functional equivalent of the government 
issuing money itself. 

Andrew Jackson would have said the government 
SHOULD be issuing the money itself, rather than bor-
rowing from banks that issue it. If Congress gave itself 
the right under the Constitution to issue money, he said, 
“it was conferred to be exercised by themselves, and not 
to be transferred to a corporation.”

Indeed, that may be why the U.S. dollar has been 
going UP since QE2 was initiated, while the Euro has 
been going DOWN. EU governments are doing what the 
infl ation hawks want them to do: cut back on services, 
privatize their pension money, and otherwise engage in 
austerity measures to balance their budgets. The effect 
has been to depress their economies and throw them 
deeper and deeper into debt, with nowhere to get the ex-
tra cash needed to pay the expanding debt and interest 
burden. 

The U.S. and Japan are exploring another model: al-
lowing their currencies to expand to meet the needs of 
their economies. This was, in fact, the original money 
system of the American colonists. It was revived by 
Abraham Lincoln to avoid a crippling war debt, after 
which it was dubbed the “Greenback solution.” 

Ellen Brown is an attorney and the author of elev-
en books, including Web of Debt: The Shocking Truth 
About Our Money System and How We Can Break Free. 
Her websites are webofdebt.com and ellenbrown.com.

By any Other 
Name

Two elderly couples 
were enjoying friendly 
conversation when one of 
the men asked the other, 
“Fred, how was the mem-
ory clinic you went to last 
month?” 

“Outstanding,” Fred 
replied. “They taught us 
all the latest psychological 
techniques: visualization, 
association, the whole nine 
yards. It was great.” 

“That’s great! And 
what was the name of the 
clinic?” 

Fred went blank. 
He thought and thought, 
but for the life of him he 
couldn’t remember. 

Then a smile broke 
across his face and he 
asked, “What do you call 

that fl ower with the long 
stem and thorns?” 

“You mean a rose?” 
“Yes, that’s it!” He 

turned to his wife, “Rose, 
what was the name of that 
memory clinic?”
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Whitecourt Auto Sales
  778-8808

Financing and Warranty Available  ∆  Consignments and Trades Welcome 

Call for Pre-
Call for Pre-

Approval of 
Approval of 

Financing
Financing

We Buy
We Buy

Vehicles Vehicles 

for Cash!
for Cash!

Any errors in ad subject to correction notice only

 ◊ Interesting Trades Welcome! Cars, Trucks, Sleds, Quads, RVs, ETC ◊

 

2000 Polaris - $$CALLCALL 1996 Chev Tahoe  - $$CALLCALL1998 Toyota RAV4  - $$CALLCALL06 Toyota 4 Runner - $$CALLCALL2007 Yamaha - $$CALLCALL2006 Bobcat - $$CALLCALL

2007 Artic Cat -  $$CALLCALL 1996 Case 1840  - $$CALLCALL2001 GMC 2500 - $$CALLCALL09 Mitsubishi Lancer -$$CALLCALL2001 Dodge Caravan - $$CALLCALL2008 Dodge 2500 - $$CALLCALL
2600 Hours2600 Hours

2004 Chev Colorado  -  $$CALLCALL 2006 Chev Equinox  - $$CALLCALL1979 Camper Van - $$CALLCALL2000 Ford F350  - $$CALLCALL2003 Honda Accord  - $$CALLCALL
XLT 4x4, MintXLT 4x4, MintV6 Auto, Very CleanV6 Auto, Very Clean AWD (Leather)AWD (Leather)

2006 Regal 24 ft - $$CALLCALL 2009 Toyota Tacoma  -$$CALLCALL99 Mercury Sable - $$CALLCALL2006 Mini Cooper  - $$CALLCALL2006 Honda Fourtrax - $$CALLCALL2004 VW Jetta - $$CALLCALL
(Diesel) Std.(Diesel) Std.

1994 Chev Astrovan - $$CALLCALL 1999 F-350 - $$CALLCALL2002 Subaru  - $$CALLCALL2001 Nissan Frontier  - $$CALLCALL04 Chev Avalanche  - $$CALLCALL1998 Altima - $$CALLCALL
5.3 Auto, Full Load, 4x45.3 Auto, Full Load, 4x4

2002 BMW 330i  - $$CALLCALL 2002 F-350   - $$CALLCALL2003 GMC 2500  -$$CALLCALL2007 Lexus -$$CALLCALL1994 Chrysler LHS  - $$CALLCALLVector, Artic Cat  - $$CALLCALL
More Snow MachinesMore Snow Machines

Car Hauler  -$$CALLCALL2005 Grand Am GT  - $$CALLCALL87 Corsair Supreme   $$CALLCALL1984 1 Ton -  $$CALLCALL2004 Chev Blazer  - $$CALLCALL
27 Ft, 460, Auto27 Ft, 460, Auto

Corner Hwy 43 & 32 South - Mon-Fri: 9 to 6, Sat:11 to 4
Also see www.whitecourtautosales2004ltd.autotrader.ca

YZF450, Race QuadYZF450, Race Quad Limited, Loaded, LeatherLimited, Loaded, Leather

4 cyl. Auto4 cyl. Auto Service Truck (Diesel)Service Truck (Diesel)

37,000 (Like New) Diesel37,000 (Like New) Diesel

08 Ford Harley Davidson  -$$CALLCALL1996 Dodge 1500  -$$CALLCALL1997 Canadian Flyer  $$CALLCALL95 Chev + Camper  -$$390039002002 Pontiac Montana   -$$CALLCALL
2500, 2500, 

1995 Dutchman  -$$CALLCALL
Bumper Pull, 22 ftBumper Pull, 22 ft

10.5, Hard Wall10.5, Hard Wall

600XC, Very Clean600XC, Very Clean

117 KM, Full Load117 KM, Full Load

Lifted, Rims, TiresLifted, Rims, Tires

4x4, Auto, Leather4x4, Auto, Leather

Z-71, 4x4Z-71, 4x4

4x4 Diesel4x4 Diesel 20,000 KM20,000 KM

4x4, Loaded, Leather4x4, Loaded, Leather

M1000 162M1000 162

V6, Auto, Full LoadV6, Auto, Full Load

2x4, Shorty2x4, Shorty

5185, 1600 Hours5185, 1600 Hours AWDAWD

AWDAWD

4x4, 103KM (Mint)4x4, 103KM (Mint)

AWD, 2.5L, 4 cyl, 5 speedAWD, 2.5L, 4 cyl, 5 speed

Crewcab, 2x4Crewcab, 2x4

F-350, Leather, LoadedF-350, Leather, Loaded

Super DutySuper DutyV6, Auto, Full Load LeatherV6, Auto, Full Load Leather

8500 KM (Mint)8500 KM (Mint)

24 ft24 ft

350, 4x4350, 4x4

Full Load, Leather (Nice)Full Load, Leather (Nice)

SOLD
SOLD

4x4, 8.1L, 4x4, 8.1L, 

350 Auto, TV, DVD350 Auto, TV, DVD

V6, Auto, Full LoadV6, Auto, Full Load

4x4, Auto, (Like New)4x4, Auto, (Like New)

GX470GX470

(Mint)(Mint)

Full LoadFull Load

Supercharged V6Supercharged V6

Full LoadFull Load

Mountain SledMountain Sled

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

Big Block w/ Allison TrannyBig Block w/ Allison Tranny



Xanadu Studio Jewellery
4905 - 51 Ave. • 778-6097

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALEGOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE

Lots of Fabulous Deals RemainLots of Fabulous Deals Remain
✹✹ All Christmas 85% OFF All Christmas 85% OFF
✹✹ Rings up to 75% OFF Rings up to 75% OFF
✹✹ Earrings up to 80% OFF Earrings up to 80% OFF
✹✹ Chains up to 60% OFF Chains up to 60% OFF
✹✹ Pendants up to 70% OFF Pendants up to 70% OFF

JANUARY GIFTWARE DISCOUNT CALENDARJANUARY GIFTWARE DISCOUNT CALENDAR
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