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The Library has extended
its hours. Call 778-2900 or
use WhitecourtWeb.com
Search for details

MediaWorks

Whitecourt

*one per customer

778-8000  #2 4911 51 Ave.  HerbalMagic.ca

Herbal Magic of Whitecourt has helped many reach
reach their goal weight and learn how to maintain that goal.

Trade in your satellite and get a FREE Digital Cable Receiver*
Digital Cable gives you: Access to Pay-Per-View  Specialty Networks  Time Shifts
Theme Packages  Digital Music Channels .... and much more!

Trade in your satellite today and we will give you over $120 in programming credits*, plus a FREE installation
installation..
Don’t let the weather ruin your reception. Get Digital Cable today.

1-800-661-1904

Advisor
Mass Media and Real Politik
FREE

Town Councillor Harold Eglinski reads at the
Take
Public Library for Family Literacy
Literacy Day.
FEBRUARY 2005 — VOL. 3 NO. 2 — CIRCULATION 4,590

By Dan Parker

In last month’s Advisor
the role and shortcomings of
the mass media was hi-lighted,
along with possible options for
improvements. Coincidentally,
since then the Edmonton
Journal, a Canwest publication,
has carried columns focusing
on this issue. The January 23
edition of the paper covered
an interview with Harper’s
magazine editor Lewis Lapham

*Some conditions apply. Call for details.

M&M is your source
for delicious and easy
meal solutions.

Located Corner of
Dahl Drive and 52 Ave
(Dynamic Plaza)

Healthful, Low Fat
Selections & Luscious
Desserts Available

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 - 8
Sun - Holidays 12 - 6

Serve Up a Great
778-2599
M&M meal idea today!
Over 380 Locations
www.mmmeatshops.com
Hundreds of meal ideas. One aisle. www.mmmeatshops.com

Last Month to
Enter Draw!

who opined that “major media
today is designed to protect
and sustain myths”. There is
a Canadian connection in that
Mr. Lapham’s son, Andrew,
is married to ex-PM Brian
Mulroney’s daughter Caroline.
The next day, the
Journal carried a story in which
CBC personality Wendy Mesley
went on to say that “there was a
sense in the late ‘70s that the

Details
Deta
ils on page 7

Sports Quiz

Name as many teams as you
can, where the mascot is a
(Continued on page 8) Church renovated at the Heritage park bird. (Ans. p. 13)

No. This is not the
Pumpjack Players in
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang

www.northerncable.ca

One

A driver improvises and uses the ferry cable to make it across the ice-choked McLeod

FUNK
PROFESSIONAL
COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.
Chartered Psychologist

• Clients may access employer or
insurance health plans for services.
Reduced rates are available for
those without coverage.
• Evening appointments available.
• Conﬁdentiality assured.
assured.
(780) 706-1340 - 4907 52 Ave.
www.funkproserve.ca

1922 to 1929
Summarized by Dan Parker

As covered in last
months Advisor, the arrival
of the railroad resulted in a
new layout for the town, and
the building of several new
businesses. William Torgerson
replaced his immovable log
store with a larger lumber
store. As Jerry Graham relates
in his Salute to the Pioneers,
(Continued on page 6)

O ur
LIQUOR
selection
is second
to none.
Whitecourt’s
UNLIMITED
largest
liquor
778-8989
store.

What’s in a Word?

Where did the Jeep get its name
from? (Ans. p. 10)

Vocabulary Test

Replete and plenary, from the Latin plenus, means: 1) all 2) many 3)
full 4) every? (Ans. p. 8)

The Open Door Café
Newly Renovated
Now Open 7 a.m.
Breakfast $3.95
Midtown Mall • 778-4648

High Speed
Internet
For Whitecourt Residences

1st Month Free!
Then Just $28.00 a Month

Unlimited Dialup $12.99 mth*

GOOD WINES FOR VALENTINES Order @ VCS
Open 10 am to 11 pm, daily 1-877-838-8448

Mountain Shopping Strip

www.vennercs.com
www.
vennercs.com
* 12 mth subscription, payment conditions apply
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Furniture with a past
5020 - 50 Avenue - 778 - 3285

‘Sweet As Can Bee’ Gourmet Toffee

Something New for your Valentine’s Sweet Tooth

Tsunami Detection to be Enhanced

GNA - UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura has
welcomed proposals by several countries to help create a tsunami alert system for the Indian Ocean, similar to the one established by UNESCO to protect the countries of the Pacific.
UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
(IOC) initiated the tsunami alert system for the Pacific in 1968. It
remains the only regional tsunami warning system. Over the past
five years the IOC has regularly called for the establishment of a
similar system for the Indian Ocean and other regions at risk.
Member States have not given priority to the proposal because of
the relative rarity of tsunami outside the Pacific.
The Tsunami Warning System in the Pacific serves 26
Member States in the region and has been hailed as one of the
most successful international scientific programs with the direct humanitarian aim of mitigating the effects of tsunami, saving lives and property. Agencies in each participating Member
State have the ongoing responsibility for educating the public
about the dangers of tsunami.
According to figures from UNESCO’s Division of Basic
and Engineering Sciences, for every $100 spent by the international community on risks and disasters, $96 go towards emergency relief and reconstruction, and only $4 on prevention.
Yet, each dollar invested in prevention reduces by up to $25
the losses incurred in the case of natural disasters.

Your One Stop
Flower Shop
Fresh Flowers - Gifts
Balloons - Plants
Wire Service
Greeting Cards
Wedding Supplies
(780) 778-6700
5012 - 50 Avenue

Alberta - This week in
history : February 8-15
"Dry Hole" strikes
oil near Leduc

(NC)-On February 13, 1947,
Vern "Dry Hole" Hunter struck
oil near Leduc. The discovery
began an era of prosperity for
Alberta and reduced Canada's
dependence on foreign oil.
This week in Alberta history is
brought to you by Historica and
CN to commemorate Alberta's
centennial year. For more great
moments in history visit
www.histori.ca. - News Canada
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open Sunday
12 to 4 p.m.

Main Street - Next to CIBC - 778-4781
A Short History of Valentine’s Cards

(NC)-According to Roman legend, during the third century, Valentinus (who would become the namesake of the modern Valentine's Day) was imprisoned for his religious beliefs
and sentenced to death. Legend has it that while he was jailed
Valentinus restored the sight of his jailer's blind daughter. The
night before he died, he wrote a farewell note to the girl signed,
Ultra & Viper Car Starters
"From your Valentine." His death sentence was carried out the
Alpine, JVC, Phoenix Gold Car Audio
next day, Feb. 14, 269 A.D.
Yamaha Home Theatres
Hundreds of years later in fifth century Rome, people honored Juno, the pagan goddess of love and marriage, each Feb. 14.
#1 Car Audio Shop
During the celebration, men would draw women's names and
court them for marriage. Eventually, around 498 A.D., Pope GeRemote Starter Installs
lasius declared Feb. 14 as Saint Valentine's Day to honor the martyr Valentinus (and to end the pagan celebration).
"The valentine has become the universal symbol for love
5112 - 50 Ave. - (Across from 7 - 11) - 778-4554
over the centuries," says Denise Darragh of Hallmark Canada.
"But Valentine's Day celebrations and traditions, including
cards, are constantly evolving to reflect everyday attitudes towards romance."
Serving
The earliest known written valentine has been traced to
Whitecourt
the rhymed love letters sent by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his
wife when he was a prisoner in the Tower of London in 1415.
& Area for
Over 16 Years. Prior to this time lovers said or sang their valentines.
Commercial valentines first appeared around 1800 and
www.carpetowninteriors.com
have featured a variety of themes reflective of each era. Norman Rockwell inspired Valentine's Day cards in the roaring
twenties while the influence of Mickey Mouse and World War
Carpet, Lino,
II can be seen in cards from the thirties and forties.
Hardwood Flooring & Tile
Today, Valentine's Day cards are available for everyone, not
just lovers. While over half of all valentines are romantic, there
Wallpaper, Verticals,
are cards for friends, teachers, children and other family memVenetians Sales & Installation
bers.
More than 1,300 different Valentine's Day cards are avail5033 - 52 Avenue - 778-4144 - 1-888-778-4144 able at Hallmark Gold Crown stores across Canada. To find the
nearest store, call 1-800-HALLMARK. - News Canada

Crazy George’s
Audio & Installs

Carpetown

Interiors

Walking the Plank with the Parrot

A magician worked on a cruise ship. The audience was
different each week, so the magician did the same tricks over
and over again. One problem: The captain's parrot saw the
shows each week and began to understand how the magician
did every trick. Once he understood, he started shouting in the
middle of the show:
"Look, it's not the same hat!"
"Look, he's hiding the flowers under the table"
"Hey, why are all the cards the ace of spades?"
The magician was furious, but couldn't do anything. It
was, after all, the captain's parrot. Then the ship sank. The magician found himself on a piece of wood in the middle of the
sea with, as fate would have it, the parrot. They stared at each
other with hatred, but did not utter a word. This went on for a
day and then another and then another.
Finally on the fourth day, the parrot could not hold back:
"OK, I give up. Where's the ship?
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anadu Studio
Jewellery

Zpvs!Wbmfoujof!
Kfxfmmfsz!Tqfdjbmjtu!
4907 - 51 Ave, Whitecourt - 778-6097
Why the Vow of Silence was Instituted

Escorted
Alaskan Cruise
August 27, 2005
Onboard the Island Princess
from $1,395 CAD per person

5020-51 Avenue (780) 778-4114 destina@telus.net

Just One of Those Days

Early one morning a mother went into her son's bedroom
to wake him up for school.
"Wake up, Son. It's time to go to school," said the mother.
"But why, Mom? I don't want to go," whined the son.
"Give me two good reasons why you don't want to go,"
challenged the mother.
"Well, the kids hate me, for one; and the teachers hate me,
for another," moaned the son.
"Oh, those are no reasons not to go to school. Come on
now and get ready," encouraged the mother.
"Give me two good reasons why I should go to school,"
demanded the son.
To which the mother replied, "Well, for one, you're fortyone years old; and for another, you're the principal!"

Lost on a rainy night, a nun stumbles across a monastery
and requests shelter there. Fortunately, she's just in time for
dinner and was treated to the best fish and chips she's ever had.
After dinner, she goes into the kitchen to thank the chefs.
She is met by two brothers.
"Hello, I'm Brother Michael, and this is Brother Charles."
says the man closest to the stove.
"I'm very pleased to meet you. I just wanted to thank you
for a wonderful dinner. The fish and chips were the best I've
ever tasted."
Brother Charles replies "I've been a fish friar for years."
She turns the other brother and says, "Then you must
be...?"
"Yes” says Brother Michael “I'm the chip monk."

North on 43
Special Events
Party Planning ~ Group Ski Trips ~ Group Event
Packages ~ Corporate Event Planning ~ Corporate
Meeting Planning

Christine Fairfield christine@northon43.com
North on 43 Special Events Phone: 706 - 7372
www.northon43.com for details

Choosing a Boss

STEVE’S

SHOT & PILO
T
HO SERVICES T
Call: (780) 706-4596
30’ TRAILER - 24 HOUR SERVICE

Smith goes to see his supervisor in the front office.
"Boss," he says, "we're doing
some heavy house-cleaning at
home tomorrow, and my wife
needs me to help with the attic
and the garage, moving and
hauling stuff."
"We're short-handed,
Smith," the boss replies.
"I can't give you the day off."
"Thanks, boss," says
Smith, "I knew I could count on
you!"

Stressed Out?
Need to Relax?
Sheila (Pat) Dunham
Certified Reflexologist
Ear Candling
Workshops Available

(780) 778-3140
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HAPPY WIFE! HAPPY LIFE!
ULTIMATE GIFT - Younger, smoother, Radiant skin
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Gift Certificates
Gift Certificates are the
perfect gift. Give them
what they truly deserve!
Available for any dollar
amount, specific service
or Spa Package.
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Spa Pedicures
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i
Includes calf & foot exfoliation, a deep
ic s
Sk
kin
moisturizing massage & luxurious warm
paraffin treatment.

CPE, C.C.E., R.E.
Della
D.R.
Electrolysis
Robertson
706-2364

Alberta Newborns Education Grants

Edmonton... Alberta's youngest residents now qualify for
a financial boost to their post-secondary education savings,
thanks to the new Alberta Centennial Education Savings Plan,
the first provincial program of its kind in Canada.
The plan is designed to give Alberta parents an incentive
to start planning and saving for their children's post-secondary
education as early as possible. It will make available $500 towards a Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) for every
child born to or adopted by Alberta residents in 2005 and after.
Subsequent grants of $100 will be available to children attending school in Alberta at ages 8, 11 and 14, starting in 2013.
"This program is a centennial gift to Alberta's students of
tomorrow," said Premier Ralph Klein. "It's a valuable and tangible way to help mark the province's 100th birthday, and will
be a lasting legacy for Alberta's future generation of leaders,
skilled workers and professionals."
To receive the $500 grant, a parent must first register the
birth of his or her baby and obtain a Social Insurance Number
for the child. The next step is to open an RESP in the child's
name. Once the parent opens the RESP, he or she can then request the Alberta Centennial Education Savings Grant and will
be guided through the application process by the bank or
RESP provider.
"This $500 represents a good start for Alberta's centennial
children, but it's important that parents continue contributing to
their children's RESPs and encouraging them to pursue higher
education, so that all Alberta children feel empowered to go on
to post-secondary education and realize their full potential in
life," said Advanced Education Minister Dave Hancock.
"Planning and saving for post-secondary education is one of
the best things parents can do for their children's future."
It is estimated that about 40,000 children will be eligible
for the plan each year. The Alberta government will invest $20
million annually in program, with that number growing to $30

The Office Lounge
Pool–VLTS–Snack Specials

Chinese Restaurant
Come in and try our delicious
Diced Salt Pepper Chicken Specialty!
Open 11 a.m. to Midnight Daily

Buffet ) Mon - Fri 11:30 am to 2 pm, Fri - Sun 5-8 pm

5006 - 50 St. 778-3732 or 778-4080
million annually by 2019. The program will be jointly administered by the Government of Alberta and the Government of
Canada, and will utilize the federal government's verification,
payment and compliance procedures for RESPs.
For more information on the Alberta Centennial Education Savings Plan, please visit www.gov.ab.ca or call 3104455 (toll-free in Alberta).

A Hunting We Will Go.

It was a beautiful Whitecourt Saturday morning as Jake
woke up ready to go bag the first deer of the season. He walks
down to the kitchen to get a cup of coffee, and to his surprise
he finds his wife, Alice, sitting there, fully dressed in camouflage.
Jake asks her: "What are you up to?"
Alice smiles: "I'm going hunting with you!"
Jake, though he had many reservations about this, reluctantly decides to take her along. Later they arrive at the hunting site. Jake sets his wife safely up in the tree stand and tells
her:
"If you see a deer, take careful aim on it and I'll come
running back as soon as I hear the shot".
Jake walks away with a smile on his face thinking that Alice
couldn't bag an elephant--much less a deer.
Not 10 minutes pass when he is startled as he hears an
array of gunshots. Quickly, Jake starts running back. As Jake
gets closer to her stand, he hears Alice screaming: "Get away
from my deer!"
Confused, Jake races faster towards his screaming wife.
And again he hears her yell: "Get away from my deer!"
followed by another volley of gunfire. Now within sight of
where he had left his wife, Jake is surprised to see a farmer,
with his hands high in the air.
The farmer, obviously distraught, says:
"Okay, lady, okay!!!! You can have your deer!!! Just let
me get my saddle off it!"

Lenora’s Art
Lenora Knapp

Certified Bob Ross Instructor

‘Your Downtown Meeting Place’
Friday & Saturday Whitecourt’s Premier Karaoke
(9:30 pm - 2 am)
Happy Hour:
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Saturday

Midtown Mall - 778-5535

Art Class Registrations are now
being taken for January &
February.
Children’s
Classes Too!

Phone: (780) 778-5061
Midtown Mall (by back door)
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Ron’s
Cards
& Comics
Over 2500 VHS
Movies on Sale!
Collectibles
Movies on DVD
Books & More

Tastebuds
Epo(u!Gpshfu!Zpvs!Txffuifbsu!po!
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!
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Next to Canadian Tire

778-3270

)891*!889.7134!!!!Njeupxo!Nbmm!

First Time for U.N. Agency Disaster Relief
GNA - Geneva – The UN refugee agency announced a
six-month, $75 million appeal to provide shelter, non-food aid
and logistical support for hundreds of thousands of victims of
the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster. The UNHCR operation,
stretching from Indonesia to Sri Lanka and Somalia, is part of
an overall UN "flash appeal" for $977 million launched Thursday in Jakarta by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.
UNHCR's activities as part of the overall UN disaster response effort will concentrate on the provision of emergency
and longer-term shelter, essential non-food items such as blankets, cooking kits and jerry cans, and logistics and transport to
ensure life-saving aid gets to those who need it.UNHCR's participation in natural disaster response is a rare exception.
The agency's specific mandate is to protect and assist
refugees fleeing persecution and violence. While it has responded to many "man-made" refugee emergencies over the
past five decades, this is the first time UNHCR has mounted a
major operation for a natural disaster.

For Groan Readers Only
A piece of string walks into a bar, and the
bartender says to him, "Hey buddy! We don't
serve pieces of string here! Can't you read the
sign?" The bartender kicks the piece of string
out of the bar.
Being thirsty, the the piece of string
sneaks back into the bar, and sits down in a section far from the bar but still the bartender
catches him.
"Hey buddy! How many times do I have to
tell you? Get outta' here!" And kicks the piece
of string out again.
So the string is outside the bar, and decides to create a disguise for himself to get inside. So he ties his head in a knot, and roughs
up the end on top and walks confidently back
into the bar and sits down.
The bartender walks up to him handing
him a drink, and looking suspiciously at him,
says "Hey... weren't you that piece of string I
kicked out of here just a little while ago?"
The piece of string replied
"No, I'm afraid not!"

Open Mon - Fri
8 am to 4 pm

Daily Hot Specials
Soup - Sandwiches
Catered Lunches
Desserts
Cappuccino

5110 - 50 Ave

Across from 7 - 11

778-2600

Comments from the Co-Worker from Hell

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I can see your point, but I still think you're full of it.
I have plenty of talent and vision. I just don't care.
It sounds like English, but I can't understand a word.
I see you've set aside this special time to humiliate yourself
in public.
Ahh, I see the screw up fairy has visited again.
You are validating my inherent mistrust of strangers.
The fact that no one understands you doesn't mean you're
an artist.
Someday we'll look back on this, laugh nervously and
change the subject.
I will always cherish the initial misconceptions I had about
you.
I don't know what your problem is, but I'll bet it's hard to
pronounce.
I like you. You remind me of when I was young and stupid.
What am I? Flypaper for geeks?
No, my powers can be used only for good.
Who me? I just wander from room to room.
How about "never"? Is "never" good for you?

Do You Want To Know How To Get Over $500.00
Worth Of Auto Repair Services For Only $99.95?
When you join our Club, you’ll be one of our privileged clients
that will get to enjoy hundreds of dollars in savings over the
next year. As a member, you’ll receive a special Car Care Club
Card that is filled with all car care products and services as
shown at right. Add up all the savings and you’ll find that you
could easily save over $500.00 over the next year! But even if
you didn’t use all of the services on the card, the four FREE Oil
Changes alone are well worth the introductory price of $99.95.
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Mane Street
Salon

778-8833
4923 - 51st Ave.

Keyboard
Lessons

Music Books
Instruments
Lessons &
Much More

778-4446

Lacie’s Deal
Sweetheart Special

20% OFF

Highlights
For February

Open Mon - Sat.
Evenings by
Appointment Only

Walk-ins Welcome

WATER
DEPOT

3

778-3636 $ 00

18.9 LITRE WATER
FILL FOR AS LOW AS
.
18.9 LITRE
WATER
COOLERS,
SOFTENERS,
FILLR.FOR
AS LOW AS
O. SYSTEMS,
CHLORINE
FILTERS
& MORE R.
COOLERS,
SOFTENERS,

O. SYSTEMS,
7 7 8 CHLORINE
- 3 6 3 6 ♦FILTERS
5 0 0 7& MORE
49 ST.

(Continued from page 1)

Hi-Speed Internet

For Whitecourt
Residences
1st Month Free at VCS!
Then Just $28.00 a Month

Unlimited .99
Dialup

Special $12 mth*
12 month subscription
*payment conditions

Order Today at:
1-877-838-8448
www.vennercs.com

Torgerson was a massive man, with a heart of gold, who “listened to more tales of woe and
hard luck stories than most men, but unlike most men, he usually did something, or tried to do
something.” There was also Henry Stewards Pool Room. Mr. Graham describes Henry
Steward as a southern gentleman from Texas and cautions that the pool game “which went on
almost unceasingly was no place for beginners or even average players”.
Nels Lyons also had a store in partnership with William Crasswell. Nels was known as
much for his business ability as for his sense of humour. When liveryman Jim Hammond
found a bone in some sausage Nels had prepared, he made a great show of pinging it down on
his plate for the benefit of Nels and the others who were present. Nels slowly commented, for
all to hear “you know, I could have sworn I took the shoes off that horse before I put it through
the machine”.
Other businesses included the U.S. Café, Poon King Laundry, Kallbom’s Butcher Shop, Curly
Moore’s Pool Hall, Labelle’s Store and Wong’s Restaurant. Unfortunately, fire was not long in destroying some of the newly built town. In 1922, a blaze wiped out a good section of one side of a
block of Main Street. A bucket brigade did all as much as they could, saving Mr. Graham’s Imperial Bank at one end of the block, and the Whitecourt Hotel and Wong’s Restaurant at the other.
Shortly after the fire, the Imperial Bank closed its doors. Mr. Graham did not seem that interested in keeping it open and accepted a transfer to Edmonton. One can only wonder what conversations banker Graham had had with his friend, staunch monetary reformer John Leedy. At the 1921
U.F.A. convention, shortly before this party formed the government of Alberta, Leedy had cosponsored a successful resolution with ex-American monetary reformer George Bevington which
called for the nationalization of Canada’s banking and credit system. As a matter of interest, the
Bank of Canada was nationalized in 1938, which made it possible for Canada to fight WWII, after
previously not having the money to feed its population during the Great Depression.
Within two years, Jerry Graham had returned to Whitecourt and went into private business.
The bank building had been rented by Don Underwood, who set up another pool hall. Further
downtown development included the building of a new livery barn in 1924 by Jim Hammond, with
partner Herb Wilson. Ray Kimzey set up a little blacksmith shop around 1925.
With the railroad finally in Whitecourt, the lumbering industry in and around Whitecourt at
last became big business. The Capitol Lumber Co. was finally able to ship out its store of logs, but
it had been harmed by the railroad delays to the point where it did not resume operations. Jim Miller
continued his limited lumber operation until the mid 1920’s.
However, in 1922, James Millar came to Whitecourt to set up Western Construction and Lumber Co. He had cutting rights to several provincial timber berths and purchased land from the CNR
at Millar Western’s present location. This was the same land where early settler Frank Selleck had
driven in squatter’s stakes, when he arrived with a railroad survey party way back in 1904.
Western hired some local people, and brought others to the area to cut logs all winter and saw
them in the old Capitol Mill for the first two summers. This mill was powered by two traction steam
engines. During the winter of 1924-25, Western built a new mill on its present site, and installed a
stationary steam engine. The company also opened a general store, where its employees could obtain goods on credit. A private ferry was put in at the foot of 47 Avenue or Millar Rd, so that Western could get supplies to the various lumber camps north of the Athabasca in the summer. Paul
Linehan continued to operate the Allendale ferry across the Macleod.
Western brought many new citizens to Whitecourt. Population increased from 130 souls in the
early 1920’s to over 300 in winter by the late 1920’s. Jack Dahl arrived in 1923, with his millwright
friend who had been hired on at Western. Jack found employment as his friend’s helper, before
working his way up to become a millwright himself. Wife Clara and two year old son Gilbert arrived a few months after Jack. The Dahls had two more children after coming to Whitecourt, Tina
and John. John Dahl served as Whitecourt Mayor and was instrumental in getting the history of
Whitecourt published. He is still active in the Whitecourt and District Heritage Society.
Clyde Feero arrived from Sangudo, when his father landed a sawyer position at Western. Clyde
was still in high school, but was to be another leader in developing Whitecourt, once he graduated.
Again, one can look at a map of Whitecourt, and see how streets were named after these builders.
Other companies that sprang up in the lumber industry were the McDonald Lumber Co. and
(Continued on page 14)
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RAGE’IN
Enterprises

• Sanding
• Snow Removal
• Parking Lot
Maintenance
• Skid-Steer
Services
(780) 706-9673 (cell)
(780) 706-3190

Angele Laplante

778-2171
3855 38th Ave
(Block North of
Kal Tire)

Massage Therapist
(Student until June 2005)

Phone:

(780) 706-9672
(780) 706-3190
Whitecourt, Alberta

Auto Glass & Accessories
Written Repair Guarantees

Thank You to Our Readers and
Advertisers for a Successful First Year

CONTEST FINAL MONTH!!!
Advisor Contest Winning Numbers
(Unique numbers were included with each issue of the
December 2004 Whitecourt Advisor)
Winning Numbers
1. 02906 - $200 Gift Certificate
2. 03622 - $100 Gift Certificate
3. 01355 - $50 Gift Certificate
4. 01758 - $50 Gift Certificate
5. 00475 - $20 Gift Certificate
6. 02453 - $20 Gift Certificate
7. 02612 - $20 Gift Certificate
8. 03060 - $20 Gift Certificate
9. 03214 - $20 Gift Certificate
10. 02004 - Free ‘Bizcard’ Website

Alternates
11. 01148
12. 02808
13. 03954
14. 04574
15. 00314
16. 01185
17. 01027
18. 01265
19. 00285
20. 04075

You can also put your name and phone
number on the back of your Advisor number
and enter it in a draw, by dropping it off at
K & C Graphics at 4907 52 Ave.
Here’s how it works. If you have one of
the first ten numbers, you are guaranteed a
win. For each winning ticket not turned in
according to the date and time below, the top
alternate number will be a winner. All
numbers must be turned in at the address
given above by 5:00 p.m. Monday February
28, 2005.
Depending on how many, or if any,
winning tickets are turned in, a draw will be
held to ensure all the prizes are awarded.
Regardless, their will be a draw held for a $20
Gift Certificate.
Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He didn't have to hear
about all those men she could have married and she didn't
have to hear about how well his Mother cooked.

“Where Help is Just Around the Corner”

The place for
All Your Seed
Starting
Supplies

Open Every Day
Mon to Wed 9 - 6
Thurs 9 - 9
Fri 9 - 9
Sat 9 - 6
Sun 10 - 4
Proudly Canadian, Locally Owned

Midtown Mall - 778-2755
Gords Field Service and
the Starter & Alternator Clinic are now

) Heavy equipment air conditioning & heater systems
) Starter/alternator repairs Rebuilt Exchange

ESPAR

WEBASTO

www.FleetAir.WhitecourtWeb.com

(780) 778-2573 ♦ Bay 6, 3708 Kepler St.
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• Back and Neck Pain
• Repetitive Use Injuries
• Stiff and Sore Joints
• Jaw Dysfunction
• Motor Vehicle Injuries
• Muscle Strains
• Joint Sprains
Dr. Mark Schatz
• Foot and Ankle Pain
Mon, Wed, Fri - 8 am - 5 pm
• Headaches
Tues & Thurs - 8 am - 6 pm
• Work Related Injuries
WCB Authorized
• Sports Related Injuries
Custom
Orthotics & Footwear
• Arm & Leg Complaints

Nutritional Products

Phone: 778-2674 ◊ 5032 - 51 Ave
Elva Roche
Realtor
Cell: 706-1502
Res: 778-3797

4919 51 Ave. -

780.779.0090

Call today for your free
market evaluation.
Inventory very low.
LIST TODAY - EXIT TOMORROW

Your Fashion Centre
New at Totally Covered
Oskosh, Skechers, Point Zero and
Joe Boxer for kids.

Sizes 12 mos. to 24 mos. for the little ones
Sizes 7 to 14 for the not so little ones.

Other New Arrivals

Roots Handbags and Wallets
Many Styles and
Colours to Choose From

$10.00 & $20.00
Clearance Racks
Midtown Mall ♦ 706-3547

(Continued from page 1)

wrongs could be righted, that the corrupt would be exposed
and removed”, but since then things have changed so that
“journalists are seen as part of the problem these days instead
of in the public
It is refreshing to read about the mass media selfexamination. However, in the opinion of this writer, there are
three interrelated concepts missing in the above critiques. First,
there were no possible solutions proffered. Given the status
and resources of the individuals involved, particularly Latham,
one would expect an announcement of concrete action to offer
support for independent media. As a matter of interest, there
has been some evidence that billionaire and Open Society
founder George Soros funded at least one Indy Media endeavour.
The second shortcoming in the critiques is that the focus
is on individuals. Mesley reiterated the main problem as corrupt individuals while Latham tied his complaint to the resurgent Republicans in the U.S. and specifically U.S. president
George Bush. The reality is that the problems are mainly systemic in nature. As through history, most players, including
President Bush, are caught up in ‘damned if you do, damned if
you don’t’ dynamics on the international stage.
As far-fetched as it may sound to some, the eventual solution to this situation is the establishment of an effective, and
most importantly, transparent, world governance structure.
There are of course individuals who would do the wrong thing
regardless of any compelling reason to do so. However, current
elites of the various world cultures, for the most part, remain
somewhat caught up in what cybernetics founder Norbert Wiener termed “the rule of ruthlessness”.
We know from history that this is what happens at any
level where there is no effective governance. If Calgary and
Edmonton had existed at the same time as Athens and Sparta,
instead of football and hockey matches, there would have been
wars between the two cities. To criticize actors on the world
stage as though they operate under the same concept of governance as those within nation states is unfair.
The third oversight in the critiques springs from the focus
on individuals rather than systems. Both critics imagine significant manipulation of public information as something that
is relatively new, or at least consigned to ancient history and/or
regimes considered hostile to the west. The truth is that there
has been no substantive independent press in the west for at
least the last century. It almost seems as if the complaints are
not so much about excessive media manipulation as about who
should be doing the manipulating.
If there should be a slight downward trend regarding individual rights, the blame lies with the structure, and not the individuals involved. It is likely it was mainly idealists, rather
than opportunists, who overturned the trend towards information openness engendered by British common law and the
American Revolution. Such idealists have insights beyond constrictive nationalism, and might have tried to take a shortcut to
advancing their cause, by taking control of the media, rather
than take on the task of educating the public.
No doubt such idealists would have felt themselves immune from Lord Acton’s dictum that unaccountable power
tends to corrupt. Regardless of the accuracy of this perspective,
there is a far deadlier consequence in such a possible subversion of democracy. In power structures hidden from public

(Continued on page 9)

Vocabulary answer from page 1: Full.

See Reverse for Kid’s Page by TiddleeWinx

Beside Timio’s

(You can enter from
Main Street or the
backdoor - just go
down hallway or
walkthrough)
April Beaulac, Certified Relaxation Therapist

You Can't Fool The Kids In Sunday School!
You can't fool the kids in Sunday school; they are way too
smart...
"If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale, and
gave all my money to the church, would I get into heaven?" I
asked the children in my Sunday school class.
"NO!" all the children answered.
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and
kept everything neat and tidy, would I get into heaven?"
Again the answer was, "NO!"
"Well," I continued, "then how can I get to heaven?"
A five-year-old boy shouted, "You gotta be dead!"

See WhitecourtWeb.com for the
options for Whitecourt’s MultiUse Facility. You can also provide
feedback on the choices.
Unique Centennial TV Program

Edmonton... A special, centennial edition of the premier's
annual televised address to Albertans will air on the evening
of February 8.
Entitled "Alberta's Celebration of the Century," the program reviews Alberta's history over the last 100 years and
provides some information about upcoming centennial celebrations. In addition to remarks from the premier that lay out
the government's direction for the coming year, the 30-minute
show will feature stories and personal reflections from Albertans and vignettes marking significant people and events in
the province's history.
"The program will celebrate all the things that are special
about our province: its beautiful, diverse, and productive landscape; its hard-working, innovative people; and the "can do"
attitude that has made Alberta a leader in Canada," Klein said.
"I will also be talking about the government's plans to
ensure that "the next Alberta" - the Alberta our children and
grandchildren will inherit - is even better than the Alberta of
today. As part of that, I'll be announcing some important news
for the postsecondary sector, which is so vital to young people's futures."
The show will be aired at approximately 6:30 pm on
CFRN (Edmonton and northern Alberta), CFCN (Calgary,
Lethbridge, and southern Alberta), CKSA, and CITL
(Lloydminster). It will also be available to view and read on
the Government of Alberta website at www.gov.ab.ca, simultaneously with the TV broadcast.

Furniture with a past
5020 - 50 Avenue - 778 - 3285

Antique & Collectible Show & Sale
Ernie O’s Feb 5 & 6 - 9 am to 5 pm

Antique
Close-out Sale!

Great Savings on Unique
Furniture & Collectibles
)891*!889.7134!!!!Njeupxo!Nbmm!

FOR YOUR TAX
PREPARATION
Personal • Business • Farm • Oilfield • Trucking
Services such as:
Call or drop in:
• Accounting
• Financial Statements
• Bookkeeping
• Auditing
• Computerized Payroll

Cathy Polsfut

Certified General Accountant
4752 - 50 Avenue
Whitecourt, AB
Ph: (780) 778-1977
Fax: (780) 778-1958

DEREK SCHLOSSER - WHITECOURT
780-778-3038 - chearn@cablerocket.com
Family and Wedding Photography

“Cherished Moments Captured Forever”

K & C Mediaworks

778-5577 ♦ 4907 52 Ave.
WhitecourtWeb.com

9New & Used Computers
9Repairs and Upgrades
9Professional Web Design

Tiddlee Winx
Toys n' Stuff
“Classic Toys n' Treats for all Ages!”

(780) 778-5822 ♦ Midtown Mall

Welcome to the Kid’s Stuff page. Content and
sponsorship arranged by Tiddlee Winx Toys ‘n’ Stuff
Tiddlee Winx Toys n' Stuff will be having Play Dates once per month! Kids ages 3-10 are welcome, and up to 12
registrations (until we expand) will be taken for each date. We will do crafts and play for an hour while parents
shop and take a break! Can't wait to see you there!
Jelly Belly Fun Fact: The original 8 flavors introduced in 1976
were, Very Cherry, Root Beer, Cream Soda, Tangerine, Green
Apple, Lemon, Licorice and Grape…..there are now 51 flavors,
2 being Jalapeno, and garlic flavor….mmmmmmm

Riddle: Forward I am heavy, but backward I
am not……What am I? (answer at bottom of page)
Q. What do you call cheese that isn't yours?
A. Nacho cheese!
Q. What did the teddy bear say when he was
offered dessert?
A. No thanks, I'm stuffed!
Valentine's Day Idea: Instead of just
buying Valentines cards this year, have mom or
dad help you make decorated heart shaped
sugar cookies for your classmates and teachers!
They cost around the same price as a book of
cards, and are much more fun to make!
Decorate with pink icing and cinnamon hearts,
you can even use icing tubes to write names or
greetings! You can use tubes of premixed
Pillsbury dough, or make from scratch!
Delicious!

Answer: ton

The Party Store
with more

5 Pin & 10 Pin

y
Cit es
c
Pri

(780) 778-6628
5112 50 St (Main St)

Childcare Drop-In Centre
4752 - 51 Ave.

778-2917 5116- 50 Ave

778-5010
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The Party Store
with more

y
Cit es
c
P ri

778-6628 ‐ 5112 50 St (Main St)

Full Line of Valentine
Supplies, Cards, Wrap
& Decorations.
For Kids Too!
3-D Cards
Only $1.19
All Other Cards
& Flat Wrap

$1 .00
HAVING A PARTY?
MAYBE AN ANNIVERSARY, A
BIRTHDAY, WEDDING,
VALENTINE’S DAY, ST
PATRICK’S DAY, OR MAYBE
JUST A PARTY?
THEN WHY NOT COME TO THE
PARTY STORE ON MAIN STREET
FOR ALL THOSE NEEDS.
MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE
10% OFF YOUR NEXT
PURCHASE

(Continued from page 8)

view, and hence public opinion, idealist elites are on their own
in facing down less scrupulous competitors. History is full of
examples of this dynamic. George Orwell made the concept a
central theme, and warning, in his fictional classic, Animal
Farm. In this book, idealist revolutionaries set up a centralized
power structure, leaving themselves open to a hijacking by
those who seek power for power’s sake. In the nonfiction
world, Stalin deposed Trotsky and went on to become the biggest mass murderer ever.
In any case, despite the heavy criticism of President
Bush’s inauguration speech, a realistic assessment of other
regimes around the world would reveal that America, and even
Canada, can play a critical role in advancing freedom in the
world. However in order to do so, the new must be combined
with the best of the old.
Important common law concepts and American revolutionary ideals must be re-energized, so that there is an informed, broad based - rather than a narrow, somewhat misleading approach - to creating the necessary information structures. A founder of America, Thomas Jefferson, put it well
when he stated "I know no safe depository of the ultimate
powers of society but the people themselves; and if we think
them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a
wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them,
but to inform their discretion by education."

Where Even the Left & Right Meet

In the February 2004 edition of the Advisor, there was a
story on a ’Just Third Way’ political proposal (archived on the
web at WhitecourtWeb.com under the Advisor Tab - p. 2). The
effort is led by Lawyer and Economist Norm Kurland. Mr. Kurland’s proposals have been supported by such diverse personalities as U.S. President Reagan and key Democrat Whitehouse figures, such as Mike Espy during the terms of President Clinton.
The Vatican also supported the ’Just Third Way’ concepts, which propose using the money creating ability of central banks to encourage widespread ownership of productive
property. An interfaith organization, the Center for Economic
and Social Justice is leading the work towards what has been
called economic democracy. Yet progress in setting up economic experiments and prototypes is slow.
A primary reason for this is that the mainstream mass media is not digging deeply enough in its examination of what is
possible in the information age. Any serious economic ’out of
the box’ solutions are given short shrift by institutions that are
semmingly comfortable with the way things are. Yet the evidence increases everyday that fundamental economic reforms
are necessary to deal with social and environmental issues.
There is a local connection to these change efforts in that a
website was constructed here in support of the change ideas. It is
at www.globaljusticemovement.org . For more information,
please also see www.CESJ.org.

(VALID TIL FEB 28, 2005)
The management & staff of the Party Store
would like to thank our customers for
continuing to shop at our store.
Norm Kurland to right of John Paul II on one of his trips to the Vatican.
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Shopping Fun

Same Day Service
► Industrial Cleaning
► Linen Rentals
► Alterations

778-6781
Valley Centre Mall

Mary sent Steve out to get a
jar of olives. Several hours had
passed, but knowing Steve,
Mary did not yet start worrying.
Finally, as the shopping
trip entered its second day, she
was about to phone to see what
the delay was.
Just then a cab pulled up,
and Steve jumped out, clutching the jar of olives.
“Honey” Steve says “you’d
never believe how many martinis it takes to get a whole jar of
these things.

NEW SPRING
FASHIONS
ARRIVING DAILY
778-4111 - 5108 50 St. (Main Street)

Shopping Locally Growing Trend

(NC)-Shopping used to be fun. But with today's hectic
lifestyles juggling work and family shopping can be a hairraising experience. If your last trip to the mall with the kids left
you shell shocked and running for the safety of home, you're
not alone.
The fact is shopping has become more complex. In today's
globally connected world, consumers can source information
from around the world. With the expansion of Canadian cities,
consumers have more retail choices than ever before. Shopping can therefore take many people outside of their comfort
zone. It can be overwhelming. We have too many sources of
information, are too busy and have too little time.
According to cultural anthropologist Dr. Grant
McCracken, culture and commerce are closely linked with
changes in our society being reflected in the way we shop.
Canadian consumers have become "glocal". They have the
ability to shop globally, but increasingly choose to buy locally.
One-stop shopping, close to home, puts consumers back in
their zone. An interesting off-shoot of globalization has been
an increased desire to strengthen and preserve local communities and identities.
"Consumers reach for the Internet with one hand and
for tools like the Yellow PagesTM directories or local newspapers to help narrow the choices and find what's close to
them with the other," said Dr. McCracken.
Shopping locally can take a lot of stress out of shopping.
It's more efficient,
more convenient and more manageable.
"Yellow PagesTM directories, whether in print or online, are
regionalized and reflect the way that people actually shop today," said Bob Nunn, Director - Marketing Communications at
Yellow Pages Group. "For consumers who
know what they
want and are ready to buy, Yellow PagesTM directories will
help save time and direct them to a local business, close to
home."
A Kelsey Group study showed that 25% of all commercial
online searches are now local in nature. "The World Wide Web
is becoming less worldwide as people increasingly use it to
search locally," concludes Mr. Nunn.
Benefits of Shopping Locally
• Close to home
• Time efficient
• Convenient
• Maintain local businesses
• Preserve community
Where to Find What You Need Close to Home
In the Yellow PagesT directories with the "Walking Fingers"
logo on it. - News Canada
Word Answer from page 1. - The first quarter ton reconnaissance cars delivered to the U.S. Army had G.P. painted on
their sides, which stood for General Purpose. Said quickly,
G.P. soon shortened into “jeep”.

PIZZA SHACK
5115 - 50 Avenue
(Beside Royal Bank)

Tas
Phone 778-5151
te t
We also serve pasta, subs,
Qua he Dif
donairs,
chicken, shrimp, fish &
f
lity
e
fries w/gravy, poutine &
Mak rencechips,
more. Call us for details.
es!
FREE IN-TOWN DELIVERY with
Mon - Thurs. 4:00 pm to 1:00 am a minimum purchase of $10.00.
Fri. & Sat. 4:00 pm to 2:00 am We accept Visa and Mastercard.
Sunday 4:00 pm to Mid- Interac in-store only.

W
O
N EN
OP

Savings
Storewide
Open 10 am to 5 pm Mon. - Sat.

PLAZA 51
4 9 11 - 5 1 Av e

(780)778-3470
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Lawyer in Love

Casemore
Renovations

Laminate
Flooring Special

$2.99 sq. ft.
Material &
Installation.

648-2271

References Available

A guy walks into a post
office one day and is surprised
to see a man standing at the
counter methodically placing
"Love" stamps on bright pink
envelopes with hearts all over
them. He then takes out a perfume bottle and starts spraying
scent all over them. His curiosity getting the better of him, he
goes up to the mailer and asks
him what he is doing. The man
says "I'm sending out 1,000
Valentine cards signed, 'Guess
who?'"
"But why?"
"I'm a divorce lawyer"

Town Council - Month in Review

Phone: (780) 778-5094
Fax: (780) 778-6615
Cell: (403) 875-4557
Toll Free: 1-800-272-5663
info@whitecourtmoving.com
www.whitecourtmoving.com

►Local Moves
►Long Distance Moves
►Free Estimates
►Packing Materials
►Storage Facilities

P.O. Box 359
3905 35 Street
Whitecourt, Alberta
T7S 1N5

Whitecourt Town Council, in partnership with Woodlands County,
will be contributing $20,000 to the Whitecourt & District Chamber of
Commerce towards a Feasibility Study & Tourism Implementation Action
Plan.
The Alexis Nakota Sioux First Nations will host the 2005 Native
REPAIR MOST BRANDS ATVS, SNOW
Canadian Fastball Championships in Whitecourt this summer. The tournaBLOWERS, CHAINSAWS , SLEDS
ment is scheduled for July 28 to August 1, 2005, at Graham Acres Recreation Area. The event will feature approximately 52 men's and women's
fastball teams from across Canada, as well as a variety of cultural and spe- MAPS & XL LAMINATOR
cial events. The Town of Whitecourt will be a member of the event's OrSAFETY ACCESSORIES - HELMETS
ganizing Committee, as well as be involved in facility preparations and
TIRES - RAMPS
maintenance, and possibly assist with the coordination of cultural events
PUMPS & GENERATORS
and event administration.
HONDA ENGINES
Whitecourt Town Council has approved an additional $150,000 of
conditional funding to the Lac Ste. Anne Foundation for the Spruceview
CHAIN SAWS & MORE
Lodge Expansion Project. The project is a Centennial Legacies project,
(Just East of
and includes a renovation and expansion of the current facility. Woodlands (780) 778-2770 - 5320 48 AVE Quality Inn)
County and the Town of Whitecourt are happy to announce that the Lac
Ste. Anne Foundation has forwarded the Spruceview Lodge Expansion
Project to Wilson Architects for working drawings in order for the project
to proceed to tender.
Whitecourt Town Council approved a motion to assist in the care of
trees granted to non-profit organizations by the Alberta Environment's
Centennial Tree Program. Council has committed to assisting in the care
of all Centennial trees granted through the program, provided that arrangements are made with Town for the trees to be planted in community parks
and school grounds. Applications for the Alberta Environment's Centennial Tree Program are available at the Town Office.
Auto Glass Repairs & Replacements
Woodlands County and the Town of Whitecourt are forming a
Whitecourt & District Centennial Celebration Committee to plan and deOff Road & Industrial Equipment
velop 2005 Alberta Centennial events for the area. The Centennial Celebration Committee will include 2 County Councillors, 2 Town Councillors, 2 members of the public and Mr. Elmer Harke, Centennial AmbassaResidential Glass & Mirror Cut to Size
dor. The Town of Whitecourt will be accepting applications for committee
positions from the public until 12:00 noon on February 9, 2005. For more
Insulated Glass, Mirrored Closet Doors
information about the Whitecourt & District Centennial Celebration Committee, visit the Town website at www.whitecourt.ca
Whitecourt Town Council heard the recommendation from the Joint
4110 41 Ave. ◈ 778-3269 ◈ www.crystalglass.ca
Issues Committee regarding the proposed Multi-Use Facility Project at the
Town Council Meeting held Monday, January 24, 2005.Whitecourt Town
Council agreed to contract Banister Research and Consulting Inc. to poll
the community by conducting a telephone survey.
The Joint Issues Committee will proceed to work with Bannister
Research and Consulting to develop the survey and bring back a draft survey for both Woodlands County Council and Whitecourt Town Council to
review prior to implementation. It is expected that the survey and results
will be available by mid-March.
The Town of Whitecourt will be advertising for one member at large
“For All Your Steel Needs”
to join the Regional Economic Development Board. The board will consist
of two Councillors from Woodlands County, two Councillors from the
Town of Whitecourt, one member from the Whitecourt & District Cham- (780 778-5611 ► General Repairs
ber of Commerce, a member of the public from Woodlands County and a
member of the public from the Town of Whitecourt.
FAX (780) 778-3784 ► Portable Welders
The Whitecourt & District Public Library has extended its hours of
► Equipment Fabrication
3423 34 Ave.
operation. The library will be open on Sundays from 12:00pm to 4:00pm
► Rig Tanks & Flares
starting February 6 to May 29, 2005. Hours of operation throughout the
Shop Hours:
week have also been extended.
► Burners & Incinerators
Mon - Fri: 6 am - 5 pm
For the rest of the new library hours, you can visit the town website
at www.whitecourt.ca or go directly to
www.schafferswelding.ca
Sat: 7 am - Noon
http://www.whitecourtweb.com/community/library.htm
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COUNTRY VIEW KENNELS
•Your Pets Home Away From Home
•Quality Care & Comfort
•Grooming by Beverly

Call: 648-2269 - WHITECOURT
Government Benefits Database.
By J. Caroline Carroll

(NC)-You don't have to cope all alone with sudden
changes in your life. Government assistance and benefits
could make changing circumstances a lot easier to manage provided you know what to claim, and how to claim it. Luckily, one website has now emerged to show us definitively, all
of the support and services available within Canada's social
safety net.
Seniors, for example, can now find out about survivor
and low-income allowances, and also about programs for prescription drugs, adult care, and home adaptations. If you are a
student, you can find out about grants and scholarship funds.
Perhaps you are a person with a disability and need more information on the resources and support programs offered nationwide.
Access to information on virtually every government
benefit program is available on the Canada Benefits website
at: CanadaBenefits.gc.ca. At last count, this single-window,
award-winning website had been visited by over 1.6 million
Canadians, each with access to information on hundreds of
federal and provincial programs and services.
The benefits offered are either financial or non-financial.
A financial benefit can either be a direct payment (a grant,
repayable loan, or assistance) or an indirect financial benefit,
such as a counselling service. To fully explore the site, start
with one of four search options on the Home page. You can
locate a benefit alphabetically using the A-Z Benefits Index,
or use the "I am" option, a fast track to benefits information
for demographics such as parents, seniors, students, people
with disabilities, and more. Or, with the "Life Events" option,
pinpoint your status in categories like retirement, unemployment, learning, housing, health concerns, etc. The site gives
access to government benefits and services that are relevant to
your circumstances and according to where you live.
The Benefits Finder
If you would prefer the site to deliver a more personalized summary of potential benefits, be sure to try The Benefits
Finder. All you have to do is answer a series of simple, anonymous questions about your life circumstances and then, once
the answers are submitted, this tool delivers a list of relevant
benefit programs.
Access to benefits-related information - including The
Benefits Finder and other topics of general interest - is also
available on the primary Government of Canada website, canada.gc.ca.
- News Canada
Quote of the Month - A proud man is always looking down
on things and people; and, of course, as long as you're looking
down, you can't see something that's above you. - C. S. Lewis

MASSAGE! CHOCOLATES !

F or your sweetheart on Val entine’s Day!

Hjwf!uif!hjgu!pg!b!2!½ ipvs!nbttbhf-!nbef!
fwfo!txffufs!xjui!b!hjgu!cbtlfu!pg!ipnf.
nbef!dipdpmbuft!cz!Txffu!Tfotbujpot"!!
Beautifully presented and
ready for giving! Please call to
arrange for pickup or delivery.
(780) 778-6898

Crown & Anchor Pub
“Whitecourt’s Most Happening Place”
Wing Wednesdays .30 ea.
Shrimp Saturdays .35 ea.
(6 pm to 11 pm)
Happy Hour 4 pm to 8 pm
& All Day Sunday
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VLTS ◊ ONLINE GOLF ◊ BUCK HUNTER ◊ DARTS ◊ POOL

Valley Centre Mall - (780) 778-1900

we prepare all
types of returns

H&R BLOCK
4907 - 52 Ave

778-2612

www.hrblock.ca

TRUCK REPAIRS - MACHINE SHOP - WELDING
FIELD MECHANICS - FORESTRY & OILFIELD
24 HR. SERVICE - APPROVED INSPECTION STATION

(780) 778-3184 or 1-800-665-0864
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HOUSE PLANS & BLUE PRINTS
Custom Home Planning
CALL
Stock Plans
Personal Service
Competitive Rates

778-2415

Going Down Memory Lane
A three-year-old boy opened the birthday gift from his
grandmother and discovered a water pistol. He squealed with
delight and headed for the nearest sink. His mother however,
was not so pleased.
She turned to the Grandmother and said, "I'm surprised at
you. Don't you remember how we used to drive you crazy with
water guns?"
The Grandmother smiled sweetly and then replied, "Oh,
yes dear, I remember."

Sfnfncfs!ifs!xjui!b!
ujnfmftt!Tje!Ejdlfot!
Nfnpsz!Cmpdl!
Dpnf!tff!Nbsz!'!Cfw!gps!vojrvf!dpmmfdujcmft-!
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Fraud - If a Deal Sounds Too Good
to be True... It Usually Is
(NC)-Have you ever been offered "the investment opportunity of a lifetime" by a complete stranger? Or been told you
won a contest that you can't even recall entering? If you answered yes to either of these questions, then you have been the
target of a scam.
While it is impossible to keep track of every new scam
out there, it is possible to protect yourself by remaining vigilant against scams and remembering if something sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.
To help educate consumers, Western Union offers the
following fraud prevention tips:
• Keep abreast of consumer fraud trends - knowing is half
the battle!
• Contact the Better Business Bureau to see if there have
been any complaints about the individual or company with
whom you are considering doing business.
• Be cautious if someone will only accept a money transfer.
Most legitimate sellers will accept more than one form of
payment.
• Only transfer money to someone you know personally or
whose identity you can verify. Criminals often have access
to fraudulent identification, which can be difficult to distinguish from legitimate IDs.
• Be aware that the "test question" options offered by some
money transfer companies are not intended as a form of
protection when purchasing goods or services.
• In order to safeguard your transaction, never provide the
details of a money transfer transaction to anyone other
than the intended recipient.
• Remember, if a deal sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
You can help stop fraud by taking action when you suspect someone of trying to defraud you. Call PhoneBusters at
1-888-495-8501 to report fraud.
For more tips on how to avoid becoming a victim of fraud
and to learn about other common types of scams, visit
www.westernunion.com. - News Canada
Answer for Mascots: Hawks, Falcons, Orioles, Eagles, Cardinals, Penguins, Seahawks, Blue Jays, Mighty Ducks, and
Ravens

Recommended Every 48,000 km.

TRANSMISSION SERVICE/
FLUSH INCLUDES:
1) Replace 100% of Transmission Fluid
2) Chemical Flush to Remove All Contaminants
3) Change Filter if Appropriate
4) Complete System Inspection
5) Install Conditioner with Seal Softener

The process we use safely removes varnish
and sludge deposits and cleans all internal
transmission components.

CALL AUTOPRO NOW

778-8485

Located beside SUBWAY on hill
For All Your Vehicle Maintenance Needs
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(Continued from page 6)
the Whitecourt Lumber Company. The latter was formed by locals
William and John Torgerson, Jerry Graham and former McDonald
agent C. Greenwood, after McDonald ceased operations around
1926. The Northwest Lumber Company operated in the Greencourt
area, and fought an unending battle to keep its railroad tracks above
the muskeg it had been built on. The owner of this company, J. D.
McArthur, only appeared on rare occasions, but his visits were interesting in that he
arrived in a private luxurious railway car that had once been owned
by U.S. President McKinley.
Logging was very much a manual business when originally
established in the area. Skidding and hauling would be done over
roads in the winter, when the muskeg was frozen. Special ice ruts
were created in the roads by contraptions pulled by several teams of
horses. This helped keep horse drawn loads of lumber from going
off the road.
Camps would be constructed in the area to be logged, with
wooden buildings being put up. Sometimes a poolroom was among
the temporary structures set up. The logs were first pulled to a central area by horse and chain. This would often be a hill or uppercut
in the road so that the logs could be easily rolled onto the sleds. It
wasn’t until the late 20’s that Western purchased two big cats. They
were used to both build roads and haul logs.
Policing was done by the Alberta Provincial Police (APP). As
Jerry Graham relates, an officer originally came out from Rochfort
about once a month, only to complain that he didn’t know why he
bothered, since he was never needed. An exception involved WWI
veteran Sid Skogman, who was suffering from what we now call
post-traumatic stress. The term at the time was ‘shell shock’. As
Sid’s ‘crazy bouts’ grew more frequent and bordered on violence,
the Rochfort constable came out to take Sid away for hospitalization in Ponoka. Apparently, Sid was having a good day at the time
of his departure, with the result that he and the constable stopped at
Rochfort to take in a dance before continuing on to their destination.
In 1925, Ralph Crouch was posted to Whitecourt to open an
A.P.P station. A jail was established near the corner of 50th Street
and 52 Avenue. Mr. C.A. Stephens had resumed his duties as magistrate after he had returned from WWI.
As stated earlier, Dr. Wellwood passed away in the early 1920’s, as
a result of injuries suffered from a poison gas attack in the WWI.
Eventually, a delegate, Mr. O. G. Leary was sent to Edmonton to
appeal for a replacement doctor. The newly retired Dr. Barrow and
family responded, and set up a small office and dispensary at the
corner of Main and 52 Ave in 1925. Mrs. Barrow later recalled in a
letter that “we at once loved Whitecourt with its beautiful scenery,
wild flows and fruit.
In the early 1920’s the odd car began to appear. Ray Kimzey
brought a used 1916 Model T Ford in 1921, and apparently used it
in a record breaking trip to Edmonton which only took seven hours.
Because of the poor state of the roads, the cars were parked in winter, and often during the summers as well, when it was wet. William Governlock, with his wife and sons, Stan and Tom, were the
first settlers to arrive by car when they came to Whitecourt in 1922.
Some mechanization became taking place in farming, with crude
steam powered threshers appearing. Three or four men were required to operate the machine. The threshers would be hauled from
farm to farm, everyone pitching in and helping one another. The
technology improved in the late 20’s when threshing machines with
self feeders and straw blowers became available.
There was one crop failure in the area due to drought in 1922,
when only one third of the regular crop was harvested. This was in
marked contrast to southwest Alberta, where the ‘dirty thirties’
came early. The drought had been building for some years in this
historically dry area. Along with the credit situation, sawflies,
wheat rust, cutworms many settlers found the going so rough that
in one area, Tilly East, the population shrank from 2,380 farm families to less than 500.
The Drought Relief Act of 1922 helped some farmers stave
off foreclosure, but many lost all they had worked so hard for.
There was a movement for a provincial bank, but a study by the
U.F.A. determined it to be ‘legally insuperable’ due to the Canadian Bank Act of 1871. Local Leedy had already broke with the
U.F.A. in 1921, over its failure to implement policies that would

more markedly improve the financial condition of the farmers. It
is worth noting that the ‘populism’ concepts brought north of the
U.S. border by those such as Leedy continue to reverberate in
Alberta politics today, leading to significant western alienation
from federal government policies.
Along with forest fires, floods also threatened the settlers on
a fairly regular basis. In 1926, a tragedy occurred when an entire
family perished in the Athabasca River overflow. Chris
Presthlien, his wife and their four children all drowned while attempting to reach higher ground, down near present day Graham
Acres. Ironically, the homestead they left remained above water.
In 1922 a new two room school was built to replace the log
building put up in 1912. This school, with many additions, is the
Central School in Whitecourt today. When Evelyn Merrifield
Gunderson arrived to teach in 1925 she wrote “there were a total
of twenty-five children in each room’. Most children, especially
the boys, quit school after reaching the age of 15. Evelyn also
recalled having to thaw out the frozen bottles of ink every morning in the winter.
With the influx of more settlers, the desire for church buildings grew. As Virginia Byfield wrote “the glue that bound together Alberta society in the 1920’s …was in fact the Christian
religion”. A small Catholic church went up on the north side of
49 Street and 52 Avenue. In 1926, a United Church was completed to the point it could be used. Construction was finished in
1927, with the first baptism being Roy Merrifield on July 25,
1928. The structure is still sound today and is used as a rooming
house.
Social life in the 1920’s continued much as before. There
were frequent all night dances, along with picnics and social gatherings. A hockey team was formed in the early 20’s, with an outdoor ice surface maintained by volunteers where the fire hall now
stands. A ball team took over in summer, many of the players
being the same. The Homesteader’s Guide reported on one ball
game: “After the game, horse racing was indulged in and the evening and most of the night was spent in dancing”.
For the ladies basketball was the biggest team sport, although Joan Barrow and Dolly Torgerson Graham also played on
the hockey team with the men. Tennis was popular as well, with
Whitecourt generally holding the district silverware from the contests. Dog races were a feature of most picnics, made the more
interesting by placing all shapes and sizes of dogs in the same
race. The Great War Veterans Association (GWVA) looked after
the establishment of a ball diamond and race track facilities near
present day Central School. In 1927, the GWVA became the 44th
Branch of the newly formed Canadian Legion.
The downtown business section continued to grow between
1925 and 1928. The Harrop hotel was sold and turned into a store
by the Traxlers. However, in the summer of 1928, another big fire
occurred in downtown Whitecourt. In his memoirs, local Fred
Harrison related that “one Saturday night we were dancing the
farewell dance at midnight when someone opened the door and
yelled ‘town on fire at the store’. Fred goes on to say “the fire
burned the store, the pool room, an empty store and a restaurant
before we got it stopped. There was a lot of ammunition in the
store and it was going off like firecrackers.” The frequency and
seriousness of fires in earlier days can give one an appreciation
for advances in modern fire protection and construction codes.
After the fire, the poolroom was rebuilt on its original site.
Jerry Graham took over the post office savings bank, land agency
and Imperial oil agency, which he ran from the back of the
Whitecourt Lumber Store. In 1927, the Tim Selleck family
moved back to Whitecourt so that the boys, Frank and Ted, could
take their high school. In 1929, the Sellecks started a milk delivery business to complement their farming income. Milk was 6
cents a quart delivered, or 25 cents for six quarts if picked up.
At the end of the 1920’s, Whitecourt could be said to have
met the challenges caused by land, weather and the oft-delayed
railroad, to grow and prosper. The future looked bright, with the
U.F.A. government using the leverage of its Progressives allies in
Parliament to get legislation passed on December 14, 1929 that
gave Alberta control over its natural resources. However, the
celebration over the anticipated prosperity was short-lived, as the
effects of the Great Depression began to be felt.
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at Home

Host a Body Shop @
Home party! Call Michelle
at 706-3383 for Great
Bath Products, Cosmetics
& More. Excellent Quality
at Affordable Prices!

Golden Quinoa Salad with Mango & Walnuts

(NC)-Nutritious and delicious, this recipe is made with
California Walnuts and quinoa, the ancient grain of the Incas.
Quinoa was so highly revered for its nourishing and delicious
qualities that it was called the Mother Grain. This salad is an
excellent source of vitamins A, C, and B6, folacin, magnesium, iron, zinc and a good source of thiamine, riboflavin and
niacin.
Dressing:
1/3 cup plain low-fat yogurt 75 mL
2 tbsp lime juice 30 mL
1 tbsp minced gingerroot 15 mL
2 tsp curry powder 10 mL
1/2 tsp each, salt and pepper 2 mL
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil 50 mL
Salad:
1 cup quinoa 250 mL
2 ripe mangoes, chopped 2
1 red pepper, sliced 1
1 green onion, thinly sliced 1
1 chili pepper, finely chopped 1
1/3 cup chopped fresh mint 75 mL
1 cup California Walnuts, 250 mL toasted and roughly
chopped
Dressing: In medium bowl, whisk together yogurt, lime juice,
ginger, curry, salt, pepper and oil. Set aside. Salad: Add quinoa to a large saucepan of boiling salted water. Cook 10 minutes. Pour quinoa into a fine strainer, reserving cooking liquid. Return cooking liquid to pan and place quinoa, in
strainer, over cooking liquid. Cover with lid or foil and continue to steam about 10 minutes more or until quinoa is tender. Let cool. In bowl, combine quinoa and dressing until well
combined. Gently stir in mango, red pepper, green onion,
chilies, mint and walnuts. Makes 4 servings.
NUTRIENTS PER SERVING: 12.7 g protein, 37.2 g fat,
57.1 g carbohydrates, 6.1 mg iron, 127 mg calcium, 770 mg
sodium, 7.8 g fibre, 582 calories.
Source: California Walnut Commission - News Canada

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, February 21

Family Day
Activities

Family Bowling,
Skating, Swimming,
Horseback Riding,
Movies & More

For details see
WhitecourtWeb.com
(Upcoming Activities on
right side of home page)
or call Town at 778-6610
or 778-6300.

Wi s d o m f o r
the Day
Whoever said
money can't buy
love never bought
a dog.
Gamblers
Anonymous

8:30 pm every Tuesday
United Church
5201 50 Street
Call Gary 778-2206

Your
With More

Your Whitecourt Centre
for Kids to Pick Out
Their Own Valentine
Cards & Gifts!
706-8833

Valley Mall

K & C Graphics

778-5577 ♦ 4907 52 Ave.
WhitecourtWeb.com
“For All Your
Printing Needs”

Top Quality Colour
Copies as low as 59¢ ea.
(Certain restrictions apply)

Csjeft.up.Cf-!!
Cspxtf!U ispvhi!
Pvs!Fyufotjwf!
Tbnqmf!Dpmmfdujpo!
gps!Xfeejoh!
Qsjoujoh!Offet!
Large Format Printing Available
Up to 36” Wide. Great for Blue Prints,
Maps, B & W Banners etc.

Whitecourt

Advisor

4907 52 Avenue
(780) 778-5577
Circ. 4,590

Your display ad mailed to
every home & business in
Whitecourt and Blue Ridge,
from as low as $19.95 a
month. Call us at 778-5577
to book your AD.
Advisor.WhitecourtWeb.com

y
Da
y
very Day
E
ke ac
MaLiter

The Library has extended
its hours. Call 778-2900 or
use WhitecourtWeb.com
Search for details

MediaWorks

Whitecourt

*one per customer

778-8000  #2 4911 51 Ave.  HerbalMagic.ca

Herbal Magic of Whitecourt has helped many reach
reach their goal weight and learn how to maintain that goal.

Trade in your satellite and get a FREE Digital Cable Receiver*
Digital Cable gives you: Access to Pay-Per-View  Specialty Networks  Time Shifts
Theme Packages  Digital Music Channels .... and much more!

Trade in your satellite today and we will give you over $120 in programming credits*, plus a FREE installation
installation..
Don’t let the weather ruin your reception. Get Digital Cable today.

1-800-661-1904

Advisor
Mass Media and Real Politik
FREE

Town Councillor Harold Eglinski reads at the
Take
Public Library for Family Literacy
Literacy Day.
FEBRUARY 2005 — VOL. 3 NO. 2 — CIRCULATION 4,590

By Dan Parker

In last month’s Advisor
the role and shortcomings of
the mass media was hi-lighted,
along with possible options for
improvements. Coincidentally,
since then the Edmonton
Journal, a Canwest publication,
has carried columns focusing
on this issue. The January 23
edition of the paper covered
an interview with Harper’s
magazine editor Lewis Lapham

*Some conditions apply. Call for details.

M&M is your source
for delicious and easy
meal solutions.

Located Corner of
Dahl Drive and 52 Ave
(Dynamic Plaza)

Healthful, Low Fat
Selections & Luscious
Desserts Available

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 - 8
Sun - Holidays 12 - 6

Serve Up a Great
778-2599
M&M meal idea today!
Over 380 Locations
www.mmmeatshops.com
Hundreds of meal ideas. One aisle. www.mmmeatshops.com

Last Month to
Enter Draw!

who opined that “major media
today is designed to protect
and sustain myths”. There is
a Canadian connection in that
Mr. Lapham’s son, Andrew,
is married to ex-PM Brian
Mulroney’s daughter Caroline.
The next day, the
Journal carried a story in which
CBC personality Wendy Mesley
went on to say that “there was a
sense in the late ‘70s that the

Details
Deta
ils on page 7

Sports Quiz

Name as many teams as you
can, where the mascot is a
(Continued on page 8) Church renovated at the Heritage park bird. (Ans. p. 13)

No. This is not the
Pumpjack Players in
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang

www.northerncable.ca

One

A driver improvises and uses the ferry cable to make it across the ice-choked McLeod

FUNK
PROFESSIONAL
COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.
Chartered Psychologist

• Clients may access employer or
insurance health plans for services.
Reduced rates are available for
those without coverage.
• Evening appointments available.
• Conﬁdentiality assured.
assured.
(780) 706-1340 - 4907 52 Ave.
www.funkproserve.ca

1922 to 1929
Summarized by Dan Parker

As covered in last
months Advisor, the arrival
of the railroad resulted in a
new layout for the town, and
the building of several new
businesses. William Torgerson
replaced his immovable log
store with a larger lumber
store. As Jerry Graham relates
in his Salute to the Pioneers,
(Continued on page 6)

O ur
LIQUOR
selection
is second
to none.
Whitecourt’s
UNLIMITED
largest
liquor
778-8989
store.

What’s in a Word?

Where did the Jeep get its name
from? (Ans. p. 10)

Vocabulary Test

Replete and plenary, from the Latin plenus, means: 1) all 2) many 3)
full 4) every? (Ans. p. 8)

The Open Door Café
Newly Renovated
Now Open 7 a.m.
Breakfast $3.95
Midtown Mall • 778-4648

High Speed
Internet
For Whitecourt Residences

1st Month Free!
Then Just $28.00 a Month

Unlimited Dialup $12.99 mth*

GOOD WINES FOR VALENTINES Order @ VCS
Open 10 am to 11 pm, daily 1-877-838-8448

Mountain Shopping Strip

www.vennercs.com
www.
vennercs.com
* 12 mth subscription, payment conditions apply

