
   

 

By Dan Parker 
 

Mainstream media outlets and 
politicians complain about fal-
ling voter participation rates, 
while sometimes offering little 
in the way of considered 
analysis of why this is happen-
ing. Usually, a few surface 
issues are presented and a few 
Band-aid solutions are offered, 
along with a general exhorta-
tion to just get out and do it. 
This is hardly a prescription 
for democracy, which is de-

Sidewalk Sale  
Possibility 

 
By Dan Parker 
 
In October of 2002, then lead-
ership candidate Paul Martin 
spoke of a democracy deficit, 
and how addressing this deficit 
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pendent on voters being 
aware of and engaged with 
the issues. 
 At the federal level, 
voter turnout is listed as fal-
ling steadily, from 75.3% in 
1988 down to 61.2% by the 
2000 election. Less reported 
is the fact that the above per-
centages are based on regis-
tered voters. Once un-
registered voters are included, 
the estimated participation 
rate is 53%.   

(Continued on page 2) 

bers of parliament. 
 "The authority of the 
individual member of Parlia-
ment has been allowed to 
erode, while the power of the 
executive has grown stead-
ily," Mr. Martin said, calling 
for the status quo to be 
changed to empower back-
bench MPs. 
 "This is no time for de-
cision-makers or for deci-
sion-making to be isolated 

(Continued on page 8) 

Stanley Cup Quiz 
How many team names have 
been misspelled on the Cup? 
0, 1, 2, 4? (Answer page 11 ) 

What’s in a Word? 
What are the origins of 'a.m.' 
and 'p.m.'?  (Answer on page 5)   

The Downtown Revitaliza-
tion working group has set 
June 19th as the tentative 
date for a Flea market and 
sidewalk sale, pending ap-
proval by Town Council. 
 Regardless of the date, 
the event promises to be a 
fun day of music, games, 
activities and sidewalk shop-
ping. In addition to store spe-

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Democracy Deficit and You   

 

Hi-Speed  
Internet 

For Whitecourt Residences 
First Month Free at VCS! 
Then Just $28.00 a Month 

Order Now at: 1-877-838-8448  
 www.vennercs.com  

K & C Media 
Affordable Ads.  

Give us a call  
at 778-5577 or 
drop into K & C 
Media at 4907 

52 Avenue. 

 

 

 Residential, Commercial, Industrial 
Phone: 778-3383 

 E-mail:grissol@telusplanet.net 

Plan Review & Safety Code 
Inspections since 1994. 

New Construction  
& Renovations 

GG Services 
Accredited Agency  
Alberta Building  
         Code 
Ian Rae:Inspector 

 

 DIVINE JOURNEYS CANADA INC. 
A JOURNEY TOWARDS ENLIGHTENMENT 

Offering Quality Advanced Solutions For 
Empowering Body, Mind & Inner Spirit   

Workshops - Seminars and Consulting Services: 
 

* Effective Life Patterns    * Effective Language Patterns 
* Learn Effective Strategies       * Effective Energy Skills  

and More … 

 CALL NOW! (780)-706-2648 OR 1-888-222-0298 

Declining Voter Participation 

Every Weekend 

Only  
at CJ’s 

Mountain Shopping Strip 
Call: 778-8989   

 

 Prizes 

All Summer 

Electronic Coolers 

TV’s, Bikes 

Ice Cold Beer 

Save 

would become a priority of his. 
Mr. Martin went on to outline 
a six point program that would 
give more independence to an 
ethics commissioner and more 
authority to individual mem-

 
The Open Door Café  

Now Open Sat 10 - 4  Breakfast Special 
$3.95  

Lunch Specials 
Smoke- free dining 

(smoking in lounge)  
New Owner Midtown Mall - 778-4648 

Open 7 am to 5 pm Weekdays 
 

June 20 

Fashion Test 
In what year were NHL 
player’s names first put on their 
sweaters? 1923, 1949, 1956, 
1963, 1974? (Ans. on page 7)  
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for over 

16 years 

Main Street - Next to CIBC - 778-4781 

open Sunday 
12 to 4 p.m. 

 

Your One Stop 
Flower Shop 

 

Fresh Flowers - Gifts  
Balloons - Plants  
Wire Service 
Greeting Cards 
Wedding Supplies 

 

(780) 778-6700   
5012 - 50 Avenue 

An additional troubling trend 
is that only 25% of those 
aged 18 to 25 voted in the last 
election, as compared to 83% 
of people over 65.  
 There is good evidence 
that cynicism about the elec-
toral system is the primary 
reason for falling voter par-
ticipation. 
 A positive development 
in addressing this is the impe-
tus to give backbenchers 
more ‘free’ votes in the 
House of Commons. The re-
cent electoral reform finance 
legislation recently passed is 
another step in the right di-
rection, despite stated con-
cerns about free speech. Pro-
portional representation is 
also receiving increased at-
tention (see story on p. 9). 
 Countries with a version 
of proportional representa-
tion, which helps make every 
vote count, have a voter par-
ticipation rate about 6% 
higher than Canada. 
 Other suggestions for 
improved participation in-
clude making voting compul-
sory, Internet voting, and 
making election day a na-
tional holiday. Compulsory 
voting would seem to go 
against the freedom that de-
mocracy is supposed to ad-
vance, while Internet voting 
has seemingly intractable 
security issues, where hack-
ers or programming designs 
could predetermine an elec-
tion outcome.   
 Even electronic voting 
machines are proving to be 
extremely unreliable in places 
where they have been tried in 
the U.S.   
 Following the lead of 
countries that have a national 
holiday for elections could be 
a good idea in an era when 
many voters have an increas-
ingly busy schedule balanc-
ing their work and family 
obligations. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Carpetown  
             Interiors  

   

 

5033 - 52 Avenue - 778-4144 - 1-888-778-4144 

www.carpetowninteriors.com 

Carpet, Lino,  
Hardwood Flooring & Tile 

Wallpaper, Verticals,  
Venetians Sales & Installation 

Serving 
Whitecourt 
& Area for 

Over 16 Years. 

 This last point raises big-
ger issues, which would need 
to be examined in order to 
truly address a democracy 
deficit. 
 In addition to improving 
the existing electoral system, 
democracy proponents should 
be looking at more fundamen-
tal improvements as well.  
 At one time, it was held 
that people would have in-
creasing leisure to reflect on 
the issues of the day. Self-
directed activity, and the per-
sonal growth that accompanies 
this, was supposed to be the 
wave of the future.  
 Instead, despite near-
miraculous technology, most 
people are busier than ever, 
sometimes on imposed activi-
ties and bureaucratic work that 
has little or nothing to do with 
wealth creation of any sort. 
Leading edge change propo-
nents are identifying and ad-
dressing such economic and 
political issues. Only when 
these issues become main-
stream subjects for discussion 
can significant improvements 
in democracy take place.    

 778-3229 
Main Street 

Across from CIBC 

K W Pets 
Quality Pets,  
Products  &  

Knowledgeable,  
Friendly Staff  

 
 

Quality Used Furniture, Antiques, Collectibles 
 We’ll buy your used furniture too! 

Furniture with a past 
5020 - 50 Avenue - 778 - 3285 

 

778-2171 
3855 38th Ave 
(Block North of  

Kal Tire) 

Auto Glass & Accessories 
Written Repair Guarantees 

 

Drop by and try our 
Soup & Sandwich 

Daily Special 

4912 - 50 Ave 
778-5286  

Mon - Fri  8 am to 4 pm 

Words of Wisdom? 
- If all else fails, stop using all 
else. 
- There's a fine line between 
fishing and just standing on the 
shore like an idiot. - by come-
dian Steven Wright 
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WHITECOURT 
DECKING & RAILING 

 

778-2336   Cell: 706-9406   4735-51 Ave.   

Why repaint the deck year after year? - MAKE IT LAST 

WEATHERDEK  
Waterproof, Vinyl Decking  

5 year warranty 

S.T.A.R.  
Aluminum Railing Systems  

 20 yr. warranty. 

DURADECK - Composite Decking - 15 yr. warranty. 

It’s the Thought that Counts 
I had to go to the city the other day and was only in a store 
there for about 5 minutes to come out and find a darn motorcy-
cle cop writing a ticket.  
 So I went up to him and said, 'Come on buddy, how about 
giving a guy a break?' He ignored me and continued writing 
the ticket.  
 I don’t think much of big city rudeness, so I called him a 
pencil necked Nazi. He just glared at me and started writing 
another ticket for having bald tires!!  
 Well I didn’t think much of this either, and let him know 
about it no uncertain terms. He finished the second ticket and 
put it on the car with the first. Then he started writing a third 
ticket!! This went on for about 20 minutes, the more I abused 
him, the more tickets he wrote.  
 Finally I just shook my head and left him, to go around 
the corner to where I was parked. Some days you can’t do a 
good deed no matter how hard you try.  

The Priest and the Bad ‘Habit’ 
Two priests on earth met an untimely end on the same day and 
found themselves before St. Peter. St. Peter told them that the 
computer systems are down, and their processing into Heaven 
would have to wait. Rather than cool their heels in the waiting 
room, the priests are offered a chance to return to earth, in an-
other form of course, for one last earthly experience. 
 The first priest thinks about this and asks St. Peter if he can 
be a soaring eagle, to glide over the earth, feel the wind in his 
face and see earth’s beauty from a great height.  
 The second priest tells St. Peter he wants to return to earth 
as a stud. St. Peter shakes his head at this, but grants each priest 
their request. 
 Later, the angels come to tell St. Peter that God managed to 
fix the computer system and ask where the souls of the two 
priests are. St. Peter points out where the eagle is soaring over a 
farmers field but admits that he has lost track of the second 
priest, who is stuck in a tire somewhere in northern Alberta. 

 

 

Crazy George’s  
Audio & Installs  

 

  Ultra & Viper Car Starters 
  Alpine, JVC, Phoenix Gold Car Audio 

  Yamaha Home Theatres 
 

 
 
 

5112 - 50 Ave. - (Midtown Music Building) - 778-4554 

Get Ready for Spring 
with a New Car Stereo! 

 
“Whitecourt’s Most Happening Place” 

Crown & Anchor Pub 

Wing Wednesdays .30 ea.  
Shrimp Saturdays .35 ea. 

(6 pm to 11 pm)  

Valley Centre Mall - (780) 778-1900 
VLTS ◊ ONLINE GOLF ◊ BUCK HUNTER ◊ DARTS ◊ POOL 

Whiteco
urt’s 

 

Best 
Wings! 

Happy Hour 4 pm to 8 pm  
& All Day Sunday 

The Pokey Pig  
Three pigs went to the bar for 
a drink.  The first pig finished 
up, went to the bathroom and 
left. The second pig gulped 
down what was left of his 
drink, then went to the bath-
room and left.  
 The third pig finally fin-
ished his drink and got up to 
leave. The bartender pointed 
out the entrance to the bath-
room, behind where the pig 
was sitting. The third little pig 
said "No thanks, I'm the little 
pig that goes weee weee weee 
all the way home" 

 
cials, there will be tables that can be rented by individuals or 
groups for selling flea market items, promoting your organiza-
tion and so on. For more information on this, you can contact 
Amy at 778-5363. 
 The project to encourage late night Friday shopping in the 
downtown is continuing.  
 For downtown beautification, the planters will be filled by 
early June, with hanging baskets up by the middle of the month. 
Whitecourt will also be participating in the Communities in 
Bloom contest. If you have a green thumb, you can check out 
this concept at http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/whatiscib/. 
 The idea of a soup kitchen and drop-in center downtown 
has been raised outside of the meeting. This would be worthy 
project for any local service or church group.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 

LIGHTWEIGHT & 
MACHINE LTD. 

Phone: (780) 648-2096 
Fax: (780) 648-2098 

Custom 
Metal 

Fabrication 

 

Midtown Mall  -  778-2755 

Full Line Top Quality 
General Paints Now In 

For the General Contractor  
or Home Decorator 

Fast Re-orders True Value Service 
5 Gallon Shaker Competitive Prices 
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Cathy Polsfut 
Certified General Accountant 

 

“FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION” 

 

 

 Stressed Out? 
Need to Relax? 

Sheila (Pat) Dunham 
 

Certified Reflexologist 
Ear Candling 

 

Workshops Available 
 

(780) 778-3140 

 Funk Professional 
Counseling Services 

Donald Funk, MS. Psyc. is a provisionally chartered 
psychologist offering confidential counseling during the 
evenings in Whitecourt.  Most clients are able to access EAP 
insurance providers or Blue Cross for these services. 
Phone 706-1340 www.funkproserve.ca 

Would you like to improve your life and relationships? 
 

Are you facing a crisis? 

 

Phone: 778-2674  ◊  5032 - 51 Ave  

Dr. Mark Schatz 
Mon, Wed, Fri - 8 am - 5 pm 
Tues & Thurs - 8 am - 6 pm 

• Back and Neck Pain 
• Repetitive Use Injuries 
• Stiff and Sore Joints 
• Jaw Dysfunction 
• Motor Vehicle Injuries 
• Muscle Strains 
• Joint Sprains 
• Foot and Ankle Pain 
• Headaches 
• Work Related Injuries 
• Sports Related Injuries 
• Arm & Leg Complaints 

WCB Authorized 
Custom Orthotics & Footwear 

Nutritional Products 

 

(780) 778-1977  
4752  50 Ave 

◈  Accounting  
◈  Auditing 
◈  Tax  
◈  Bookkeeping 
◈  Financial Statements 
◈  Computerized Payroll 

Safe camping requires preparation 
(NC)-Finally with the warm weather upon us, we can retreat 
to the great outdoors and camp. Being close to nature can be 
an adventure for the entire family, but we need to take some 
simple fire safety precautions to make the trip a happy one to 
remember. Keep first aid supplies and emergency telephone 
numbers accessible at all times and follow these suggestions 
to ensure a safe camping season:  
 In Recreational Vehicles  
Use only electric or battery lights in RV's. Clean and maintain 
appliances, gas connections, and vents. When using propane 
appliances, light a match before turning on the gas to avoid 
explosions and always keep combustibles a safe distance 
away. Never burn charcoal, or use portable heaters, lanterns or 
stoves inside the vehicle. Since the possibility of carbon mon-
oxide is very real and can be fatal in minutes within a con-
fined space such as an RV, the installation of a CO or CO/
explosive gas alarm is a must. Extinguish smoking materials 
and campfires before retiring. Keep a fire extinguisher by the 
exit door, and install a battery operated smoke alarm with an 
emergency light. If you are traveling with children, practice a 
fire escape plan with them, making sure that exits are not 
blocked and that they are familiar with operating emergency 
escape hatches. In case of fire while driving, turn off the igni-
tion and evacuate the vehicle.  
 In Tents  
Increase your chances of avoiding a catastrophe - only buy a 
flame-resistant tent. Even with this precaution, never keep a 
lantern or any type of open flame inside or near the tent. Re-
member, "flame-resistant" doesn't mean fire-proof. A flying 
ember from a fire can land on the tent and ignite it in seconds. 
Clear a 3-foot area around tent site so that there is nothing 
flammable that could make a path to your tent. Extinguish 
fires and turn off lanterns and stoves before retiring. Keep a 
fire extinguisher within reach and be prepared to cut your way 
out of the tent if a fire occurs.  
 With Campfires  
For most of us, campfires are an integral part of the camping 
experience, but with an increased concern for forest fires, 
some campsites no longer allow campfires. Before you even 
think about striking a match, make sure that you are permitted 
to have open fires on the site. When building a campfire, lo-
cate it a safe distance away from tents, trees or buildings. 
Make a pit large enough to keep the fire from spreading. 
Scrape away dry grass, pine needles and leaves within a 10-
foot diameter. Locate a fire extinguisher nearby, and know 
how to use it in the event of an emergency. Avoid building 
fires on windy days. Always supervise children closely 
around a campfire, and be sure the fire is out before sleeping 
or leaving the campsite.  
 With Flammable Liquids  
Use flammable liquids only for the intended purpose written 
on the container. Fill lanterns and stoves away from heat 
sources, using a funnel, and wipe up spills immediately. 
Never check for a gas leak with a lighted match. Instead, put a 
little soapy water on the connections. If the mixture bubbles, 
gas is seeping out and the unit needs to be serviced by a pro-
fessional. When using a camp stove or gas lantern, always fill 
it before each use. Do not refuel a hot stove or lantern. Wait 
until it cools off.  
 Store flammable liquids outside, away from the tent or 
RV, preferably in an approved metal safety can. Transport 
only minimal amounts in a well ventilated area. Carry a "B" 
rated (for flammable liquids) extinguisher in the event of a 
fire, and never use water as a means to smother it out.  
 Camping can be a fun experience for the whole family, 
but unexpected things can happen in the blink of an eye. The 
best way to help guarantee a good time for all is to plan ahead 
carefully and follow commonsense safety precautions.  
 For more tips on protection and prevention, call toll-free: 
1-800-565-1976, ext. 224, or visit: www.kiddesafety.com   
News Canada 

 Now With A 10 Year 
Warranty!!! 

 

WHY WAIT? 
WHY RENT? 

 

OWN YOUR HOME 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 
$400.00 A MONTH  

 

$5,000 move in 
allowance!!! 

 
 

*Limited Time Offer* 

CALL TODAY AND MAKE 
YOUR DREAM A 

REALITY WITH A NEW 
MANUFACTURED OR 

MODULAR HOME!! 

778-5802 
www.lakelandhomesinc.ca 
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Word Quiz Answer These abbreviations represent the Latin 
phrases ante/post meridiem, which mean 'before/after mid-
day' and have been in use in English since the 17th century. 

 

 

Drop in to see us at our 
new location opposite the 
town hall at 5009 52 Ave. 
 

Music Books 
Instruments 
Lessons & 
Much More 

778-4446 

Mane Street 
Salon 
778-8833  

4923 - 51st Ave. 

 

Get your men ready for 
summer 

Lacie’s Special 
Men’s Haircut & 
Highlight $40.00 

Youth Male’s Haircut & 
Highlight $35.00 

Call for Appointment 
Walk-ins Welcome 

 Seniors Week Celebrated in Whitecourt 
Whitecourt is celebrating Seniors Week from Sunday June 6 to 
Saturday June 12. There are activities such as crib and whist 
tournaments, bowling, strawberry tea, supper and entertain-
ment evening and much more, to celebrate the seniors of 
Whitecourt. Please call Community Services at 778-6610 for 
information and location of events. 

Pride and Prejudice 
A blonde and a lawyer are seated next to each other on a 
flight from LA to NY. The lawyer asks if she would like to 
play a fun game? The blonde, tired, just wants to take a nap, 
politely declines and rolls over to the window to catch a few 
winks.  
 The lawyer persists and explains that the game is easy  
and a lot of fun. He explains, "I ask you a question, and if you 
don't know the answer, you pay me $5.00, and vice versa." 
 Again, she declines and tries to get some sleep. The law-
yer, now agitated, says, "Okay, if you don't know the answer 
you pay me $5.00, and if I don't know the answer, I will pay 
you $500.00."  
 This catches the blonde's attention and, figuring there 
will be no end to this torment unless she plays, agrees to the 
game. The lawyer asks the first question. "What's the distance 
from the earth to the moon?"  
 The blonde doesn't say a word, reaches into her purse, 
pulls out a $5.00 bill and hands it to the lawyer. "Okay." says 
the lawyer, "Your turn."  
 She asks the lawyer, "What goes up a hill with three legs 
and comes down with four legs?"  
 The lawyer gives the blonde a knowing smile, before 
pulling out his laptop and showing her how he can use his air 
phone and modem to tap into the biggest databases in the 
world. He also tells her that he can e-mail his knowledgeable 
friends and how they can e-mail their friends to find the an-
swer. The lawyer’s smugness slowly disappears as the time 
passes and he cannot find the answer. 
 Finally, after an hour, he somewhat angrily wakes the 
blonde, and hands her $500.  
 The blonde says, "Thank you", and turns back to get 
some more sleep.  
 The lawyer, who is more than a little miffed now, shakes 
the blonde and asks, "Well, what's the answer?"  
 Without a word, the blonde reaches into her purse, hands 
the lawyer $5.00, and goes back to sleep. 

 

3708 Kepler St. (next to Subway)   

Ask About Our 12 months/20,000 km 
“PEACE OF MIND” WARRANTY 

1-866-GET-NAPA 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR FLEET CARDS - PH&H, 
CORP RATE, ARI, G.E. CAPITAL ETC. 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE 

WE ARE LEGALLY 
AUTHORIZED TO FULFILL 

MAINTENANCE OBLIGATIONS 
ON ALL NEW VEHICLES 

INCLUDING LIGHT TRUCKS, 
VANS and SUV’S  

Ready for summer? 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT IT COSTS  
46% MORE MONEY TO FIX WHAT’S 

BROKE VS PERFORMING 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE?  

HEAT & CONTAMINANTS 
DESTROY TRANSMISSIONS 

TRANSMISSION SERVICE/FLUSH INCLUDES: 
1) Replace 100% of Transmission Fluid 
2) Chemical Flush to Remove All Contaminants 
3) Change Filter if Appropriate 
4) Complete System Inspection 
5) Install Conditioner with Seal Softener 

778-8485 

10 yr, 400,000 km. 
warranty plan. 

Did you know the typical 
transmission service only replaces 

25% of the contaminants? 
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“ W here smiles and  
coffee are always on!”  

      778-8600              Highway 43   

over 30 items! 

 

ENJOY our FABULOUS 

10 am to 2 pm 

SUNDAY 

BRUNCH 

Featuring Daily Lunch  
& Dinner Specials 

Banquet and Conference  
Facilities Available. 

 
 

Some restrictions apply. Call for details 
5020-51 Avenue  (780) 778-4114  destina@telus.net 

November 13, 2004 
From $779 per person 

Singles 
Cruise 

  

*• All systems include warranties • Prices and availability subject to change 
without notice • Not all systems as illustrated • Not responsible for typo-
graphical error • All trademarks are registered as trademarks of the re-
spected companies • Monitor and printer optional with most systems • 
*Refurbished (all systems are refurbished unless otherwise stated) 

K & C Computers 
KCComputers.WhitecourtWeb.com 

778-5577  4907 52 Ave 
Home of WhitecourtWeb.com 

K & C Computers has received permission to 
reproduce the laptop specials, which are from an ad 
running in the Edmonton and Calgary Suns.  Save 

on gas and time, and gain small town service.  
Shop Locally & Save. 

More Specials Available Weekly. Call 778-5577 

City Price 
  WATKINS IS MORE 

THAN VANILLA! 
Yes, the company that makes 

the world’s finest vanilla 
products also makes hundreds 

of other products. Watkins 
gourmet food products, herbal 

skin care products, heritage 
medicinals, cutting-edge 

dietary supplements, and earth-
friendly household cleaners are 
featured in Watkin’s colorful 
Master Catalog. For your free 

catalog, call Dale, Independent 
Watkin’s Associate at  

706-3378 

Celebrities and children's fight against malaria  
GNA - International celebrities Dikembe Mutombo and Yous-
sou N'Dour have added their voices to those of tens of thou-
sands of children across Africa who are calling for increased 
awareness, more protection and better treatment for malaria, 
which kills 3000 children every day. 
 In the run-up to Africa Malaria Day, commemorated on 25 
April of each year, children throughout Africa are engaging in 
children's parliaments, TV and radio commentaries, plays, and 
other creative activities to send a clear message to those who 
have it in their power to make a difference: adults, decision-
makers, governments and donors. Their intention?  To realize a 
child's dream of "a malaria-free future", the theme of this year's 
Africa Malaria Day.  
 "We are suffering a lot from malaria," says 13-year-old 
Efua Boateng, member of a church youth group in Ghana, "but 
I don't think the rest of the world understands. We need to let 
them know. We have to speak up on behalf of our younger 
brothers and sisters." 
 Dikembe Mutombo, New York Knicks basketball player, 
who comes from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, is sup-
porting their efforts by urging children to sleep under insecti-
cide-treated mosquito nets. "Beating malaria is like winning at 
basketball," says Mutombo in a public-service announcement 
being broadcast Africa-wide. "You need to get to the net."   

More Words of Wisdom? 
- If you love something, set it 
free. If it comes back, it will 
always be yours. If it doesn't 
come back, it was never yours 
to begin with. But, if it just sits 
in your living room, messes up 
your stuff, eats your food, uses 
your telephone, takes your 
money, and doesn't appear to 
realize that you had set it 
free....... You either married it 
or gave birth to it. 
- The nice part about living in a 
small town: When you don't 
know what you're doing, some-
one else always does. 
- The best way to forget all 
your troubles is to wear tight 
shoes. 
- There are two sides to every 
divorce: Yours and craphead's. 
- Isn't having a smoking section 
in a restaurant like having a pee-
ing section in a swimming pool? 
- Your mind not only wanders, 
it sometimes leaves completely. 
- Just when you get used to yes-
terday, along comes today. 

Soup Kitchen in Whitecourt 
Whitecourt resident Keith 
Peskett is seeking volunteers 
and a location for a soup 
kitchen and drop-in centre in 
downtown Whitecourt. If you 
would like to help, you can 
contact Keith through K & C 
Office Services at 778-5577. 

3 Year  
Warranty* 

 
$799.00 with 17” Monitor & Printer 

Intel 2.4 Ghz Celeron Processor  
 *I Year on CD Asrock GE Pro-M2 Mainboard 

   ( using SIS 650GX Chipset ) 
  256MB DDR 266 
  40GB 7200 rpm Hard Drive 
  500W Whitebox Tower Case  
  LG 8525B(K) 52x Cd-Writer 
  Integrated 10/100 Ethernet 
  64mb Real256 3D Graphics 
  5.1 Channel AC'97 Sound 
  Whitebox Internet Keyboard PS2 
  Whitebox Optical Mouse PS2 
  Whitebox 2 Piece Speakers 
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“For All Your Steel Needs” 

Shop Hours: 
Mon - Fri 7 am - 5 pm 

Sat 8 am - Noon 

778-5611 (780) 

FAX (780) 778-3784 
3771-39 St. Whitecourt 

► General Repairs 
► Portable Welders 
► Equipment Fabrication 
► Rig Tanks & Flares 
► Burners & Incinerators 
www.schafferswelding.ca 

  
Auto Glass Repairs & Replacements 
Off Road & Industrial Equipment 

4110 41 Ave. ◈ 778-3269 ◈ www.crystalglass.ca 

Residential Glass & Mirror Cut to Size 
Insulated Glass, Mirrored Closet Doors 

 
 
 

 

(780) 778-2770 - 5320 48 AVE (Just East of Quality Inn) 

SAFETY ACCESSORIES - HELMETS 
MAPS - TIRES - RAMPS 
PUMPS & GENERATORS  
HONDA ENGINES  
CHAIN SAWS & MORE 

REPAIR MOST BRANDS ATVS, 
LAWNMOWERS, CHAINSAWS & SLEDS 

 

Experienced, Certified  
Heavy Duty Truck Repairs 

(780)  778-1978    4004 36 St . 

   24 Hour Service 

 

 

 

 One Ton  
Thru Tandem 
Tow Trucks 

Answer for Fashion Sense. Not unlike the game of hockey 
itself, sweaters have gone through their own evolution since 
organized hockey began. The first jerseys were woolen and 
knitted by local women. Team emblems and stripes were al-
ways standard decoration, but player numbers didn't appear 
until around 1912. Little changed until the switch from wool 
to polyester in the 1960s, and the Rangers sported the first 
jerseys with the player's names in 1974. Teams immediately 
began picking up on the practice, which soon became a NHL 
rule. 

The Sensible Environmentalist 
 
DEAR DR. MOORE:  
 
Does logging have a long-term impact on biodiversity?  
 
(NC)-When people think of biodiversity, they usually think of 
species diversity, which refers to the number of different ani-
mals, plants and insects in a given area. Harvesting, especially 
when most of the trees are removed, has a considerable im-
pact on species diversity-but only in the short term.  
 
With or without human intervention, forests are in a constant 
state of change, which is important because different stages of 
forest growth appeal to different species. After a disturbance 
such as fire or logging, a site will attract grasses, berries and 
grazing animals, species that like open areas. As the forest 
grows, species come and go based on the environment they 
prefer. Sustainability is a factor because foresters in Canada 
are required by law to maintain habitat for wildlife species, 
and to make sure that forests of all ages are included on the 
landscape.  
 
Some environmentalists promote the idea that a forest cut is 
an ecosystem gone forever. I believe that a sensible environ-
mentalist understands that the process of renewal occurs over 
many years, and chooses to see a recently harvested site for 
what it is-a moment in time.  
 
Dr. Patrick Moore has been a leader of the environmental 
movement for more than 30 years. A co-founder of Green-
peace, he holds a PhD in ecology and a BSc in forest biology. 
Questions can be sent to  
Patrick@SensibleEnvironmentalist.com.  
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  New Owner Brad Welcomes You to:  
“The Good Times Bar” 

FREE Pool–VLTS–Snack Specials 

–The Office Lounge–  

Thursday – Come out and hear the great acoustic 
   sound of Denis Gallant (9 pm – 1 am)  
Friday - Whitecourt’s Premier Karaoke (9:30 pm - 2 am)  
Saturday - Karaoke Time Take 2 (9:30 pm - 2 am) 
Happy Hour: 10 am to 7 pm Monday to Saturday 

Midtown Mall - 778-5535 

CALL 

778-2415 
 

HOUSE PLANS & BLUE PRINTS 
  Custom Home Planning 
  Stock Plans 
  Personal Service 
  Competitive Rates 

►Local Moves 
►Long Distance Moves 
►Free Estimates 
►Packing Materials 
►Storage Facilities 

 

Phone: (780) 778-5094 
Fax: (780) 778-6615 
Cell: (403) 875-4557 
Toll Free: 1-800-272-5663 
info@whitecourtmoving.com 
www.whitecourtmoving.com 
(next to  Whitecourt Communications) 

P.O. Box 359 
4202 42nd Avenue 
Whitecourt, Alberta 

T7S 1N5 

 

from the reach of the public," 
he said. 
 Yet during the campaign 
for the Liberal leadership, Mr. 
Martin’s team routinely en-
gaged in actions which could 
be construed as anti-
democratic. For example, a 
rule change restricted the 
handing out of Liberal party 
membership forms in Ontario 
to riding association execu-
tives. The great majority of 
the executive members were 
backers of Mr. Martin. This 
rule change basically ensured 
there could be no effective 
grassroots challenge to Mr. 
Martin’s leadership.  
 The Martin team also 
stepped in to stop a nomina-
tion meeting in Edmonton 
East to appoint a Liberal can-
didate favoured by the Prime 
Minister. Additionally, Liberal 
candidates were appointed, 
rather than nominated, in Cal-
gary Northeast, Calgary South 
Centre and as well as other 
ridings in Canada.  
 To be fair, the Conserva-
tive Party leadership also in-
terfered in nomination meet-
ings, most notably in Ontario. 
There, a previous Canadian 
Alliance candidate, who came 
within 3.8 per cent of the vote 
of being elected in the last 
election, was rejected as a 
possible Conservative Party 
candidate. The apparent rea-
son the long time, erstwhile 
Reform and Canadian Alli-
ance activist was banned was 
due to a personality conflict 
with the new leadership. 
 Rather than blame the 
individuals involved, it would 
appear the Canadian political 
system itself encourages such 
anti-democratic processes. 
Senate reform is one area 
where significant improve-
ments can be made to promote 
regional representation and 
decision makers who are more 
responsive to voters.  

(Continued from page 1)  Arguably, progress had 
been made through the recent 
election campaign finance 
legislation albeit with free 
speech concerns. 
 Another possible im-
provement which is slowly 
gaining recognition in Canada 
is proportional representation. 
There are various flavours of 
this political system, but in a 
nutshell, the design results in 
legislatures that more accu-
rately reflect the views of 
voters.    
 "The first-past-the-post 
system has these fake majori-
ties," says Walter Robinson,  
former director of the Cana-
dian Taxpayers Federation. 
"We have parties receiving 40 
per cent of the vote, carrying 
60 per cent of the seats and 
exercising 100 per cent of the 
power unchecked for five 
years. Hence the term 'elected 
dictatorship'." Walter Robin-
son is now the Conservative 
candidate in Ottawa-Orleans 
 The Law Commission of 
Canada has also advocated 
Canada join most of the rest 
of the developed nations of 
the world in implementing a 
form of proportional repre-
sentation. It is significant that 
other developed countries still 
using first-past-the-post sys-
tem have other democratic 
advances, such as legislators 
routinely voting outside party 
affiliation in the U.S., and 
U.K. proportional representa-
tion elections in Scotland, 
Wales and the city of London. 
 Despite some problems 
with coalition governments, 
the steady move towards pro-
portional representation 
shows the benefits of this sys-
tem out-weigh the drawbacks. 
This is why it is all the more 
troubling that Paul Martin 
continues to duck this issue, 
even when presented with the 
report from the prestigious 
Law Commission of Canada. 
See:www.fairvotecanada.org/ 

 

4807- 50 Ave.  Bus: 780-778-2016  Fax: 780-778-6619 

Serving Whitecourt and Area for Over 18 Years 

Store Hours - Mon - Sat 9 am to 6 pm 
Thursdays 9 am to 9 pm 

Open Sundays 12 noon to 4 pm  

778-1930   4911-51 Ave. (Next to Whitecourt Stationery) 

Closing Out Sale!!! 
20 % OFF  

to June 15th 
25% OFF  

After June 15th 
Thank you to all of our customers throughout our years in Whitecourt 
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“Make This the Last Unfair Election” 
The Law Commission of Canada’s electoral reform report ta-
bled in the House of Commons, is a wake-up call for the nation, 
according to Fair Vote Canada (FVC), a national citizens’ or-
ganization for voting reform. The report recommends scrapping 
the current voting system and adopting a new system that adds 
an element of proportional representation. 
 “This could not be more timely,” stated Larry Gordon, ex-
ecutive director of Fair Vote Canada. 
 “Canadians have been called to the polls. What better time 
to take a hard look at the damage being done by the current vot-
ing system? What better time to begin discussing a new voting 
system for Canada – one that gets us closer to the ideal of mak-
ing every citizen’s vote count?” 
 While commending the Commission for its leadership and 
recommendation for a mixed member proportional system, Fair 
Vote Canada believes that voting system reform cannot be left 
solely in the hands of Parliament or the government. 
 “Allowing those elected under the current voting system to 
control the discussion and decision making on alternatives 
would create a very obvious conflict of interest,” stated Gordon. 
“That’s exactly why many substantive democratic reforms that 
would enjoy widespread public support never see the light of 
day.”  
 Fair Vote Canada recommends that: 
· all federal political parties support a public deliberation and 
decision-making process in which citizens are able to consider 
several approaches to developing a more proportional, or fair, 
voting system; 
· the primary objective be to identify the best made-in-Canada 
approach that gets us as close as possible to the ideal of making 
every citizen’s vote count; 
· citizens themselves identify the best alternative system from a 
shortlist of possibilities, either by using a referendum to narrow 
the options (similar to that used in New Zealand), or a citizens’ 
assembly process (similar to that being used in British Colum-
bia), or some other process to be developed; and 
· once the best made-in-Canada alternative is determined, that 
Canadians choose between the current system and the alterna-
tive in a binding national referendum. 
 During the upcoming election, Fair Vote Canada will 
mount a public campaign calling on all political parties to sup-
port a reform process that will make this the last unfair election. 
 For more information on how you can help, campaign fly-
ers and the campaign action kit are available for voting reform. 
Volunteers are asked to contact info@fairvotecanada.org to 
download and use the Fair Vote Canada materials. 

Proportional Representation Only a Start 
Regular readers of the political articles in the Advisor will 
know that we hold the position that some fundamental eco-
nomic issues must be publicized to enable people to make in-
formed decisions on important matters. One of these issues is 
the Gross Domestic Product wealth measurement system. This 
indicator is held to be of overwhelming importance by main-
stream media and economists. Yet it counts destructive activity 
and constructive activity as being the same, as long as the same 
costs are generated. For example, disasters like the Manitoba 
flood and the Exxon Valdez oil spill were counted as economic 
growth by the GDP system because of the costs involved.  
 Slowly, mainstream financial institutions, and founda-
tions, are at last backing research on better economic and 
money systems. Kudos to the Ford Foundation for sponsoring 
The Capital Ownership Group at http://cog.kent.edu/ 

 

778-6099 
On Main Street 

Camper 

Special 
2 for 1 Sale!!! 

 With this Coupon, Get one Sleeping Bag cleaned at  
Reg.  pr ice,  2nd one is  Free!! !  -  exp. Aug 31/04 

C.V.I.P.’s on TRUCKS, TRAILERS & BUSES 

SPECIALIZING IN  
HEAVY DUTY REPAIR 

 

K.W MECHANICAL LTD. 
Box 161 - Whitecourt, AB  T7S 1N4 
2 4  H o u r  M o b i l e  U n i t 

KEVIN WHEELER 
Cell: 706-0050 
Res: 778-5952 
Fax: 778-6964 

 

at Home 

Join in the fun and sample world 
renowned The Body Shop Bath 
and Body Care products in your 
home. Surprise yourself with a 
new bathing ritual, a face care 
routine or a new reason to bare 

your feet. 
Life is full of little joys.  

To host a Body Shop at a Home 
Party, please give us a call. You’ll 
receive a free gift and 1/2 priced 

products. Also give us a call if 
you would like a catalogue, or to 

place an order. 

Michelle 
 

706-3383 

 #104, 5104-51 Ave.  (780) 778-3876 

GOLDEN HARVEST 
BULK & NATURAL FOODS 

Healthy & High Energy Food 
For Hiking and Camping 

 

All Natural Mosquito Repellent 
 

Clearance Sale Now On Selected Items 
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Top Quality 
Colour Copies 

 ENERGY SYSTEMS 

“BIOFEEDBACK TECHNOLOGY” 
How healthy are you? 
• Wellness assessments 
• Full assessment and therapy 
   (15% off until June 30, 2004) 
• Distance healing 

Carmen - Biofeedback Technician 
Call: 780-778-3096   www.qxcihealth.com 

–The Healthy Edge– 

 

$99.
00 

Complete 
Package 

Starting your own business? 
Try Our 

Starter Business  
Package 

100 Business Cards 
50 Envelopes  
50 Letterhead 

50 - 3 part carbonless forms 

“Large Format Printing Available” 

778-5577       4907 52 Ave   

Now Online at 
KCGraphics.WhitecourtWeb.com 

To the Graduating 
Class of 2004, 

wishing you the all 
the best - From 

Denise and staff at  
K & C. Graphics. 

 Cliff’s Lawncare Service 

Mowing, Trimming, Fertilizing, 
Edging, Power Raking 

7 Days a Week - 778-8085 

 

“The Lipstick Lady”™ 
(Business opportunity available call 780-778-8717) 

Best Lipstick On The Market! 
Truly moisturizing long wear 

Every Woman’s Lipstick 

NOW AVAILABLE AT THE BODY LOFT  
(780) 706-8883 - across from 7-11 

Also Available:      Dream Cream - Healing and pain relief 
    EMU Oil Products - Moisturizing and healing 
    Burt’s Bees - Largest selection in town! 

Signs of the Times 
The Godfather, accompanied by his attorney, walks into a 
room to meet with his accountant.  The Godfather gets right 
to the point and asks the accountant, "Where's the three mil-
lion bucks you embezzled from me?"  
 The accountant doesn't answer.  So the Godfather asks 
again, "Where's the three million bucks you embezzled from 
me?" 
 The attorney interrupts, "Sir, the man is a deaf-mute and 
cannot understand you, but I can interpret for you." 
 The Godfather says, "Well, ask him where the money is."  
 The attorney, using sign language, asks the accountant 
where the three million dollars is. The accountant signs back, 
"I don't know what you're talking about." The attorney inter-
prets to the Godfather, "He doesn't know what you're talking 
about."  
 The Godfather pulls out a pistol, puts it to the temple of 
the accountant, cocks the trigger and says, "Ask him again 
where the money is!"  
 The attorney signs to the accountant, "He wants to know 
where it is!"  
 The accountant signs back, "Okay!  Okay!  The money's 
hidden in a suitcase behind the shed in my backyard!"  
 The Godfather says, "Well, what did he say?"  
 The attorney interprets to the Godfather, "He says that 
you don't have the guts to pull the trigger." 

Rotary in Afghanistan  
GNA - By Vukoni Lupa-Lasaga - 
Rotary International  
 In Afghanistan, Rotary 
club efforts are helping to 
bring change to a country dev-
astated by more than 20 years 
of war and neglect. Co-
sponsored by the Rotary Club 
of La Jolla Golden Triangle, 
California, USA, a brand new 
grade school and a computer 
lab at a University in Jalalabad 
are just two examples of such 
initiatives helping Afghans to 
lay the foundations of a 
brighter future.  
 At a ceremony attended 
by some 350 guests, the visit-
ing Rotarians handed over the 
US$60,000 computer center to 
the university administration, 
now charged with the respon-
sibility of running the facility 
that includes a satellite hookup 
to the Internet. To complement 
the computer center, the club 
has undertaken a project to 
teach English as a second lan-
guage and distribute 12,000 
dictionaries.   
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Mark Your Calendar for Toxic Roundup 

Good Improvement in Workplace Safety 
Alberta's workplaces had their best safety performance in over 
a decade. The 2003 injury rate of 2.8 serious injuries per 100 
full time jobs was the lowest since 1991 when the current 
workplace injury records began. 
 The reduction is due in part to the Work Safe Alberta pro-
gram to reduce workplace injuries by 40 per cent from the 2000 
level by the end of 2004. Provincial industry, safety and labour 
partners have committed to meeting this goal. 
 While the results are promising, injury rates increased in 
some industries and there were still 127 work-related deaths 
and more than 39,000 serious injuries in Alberta last year. For 
more information on how to improve your workplace health 
and safety, call toll-free 1-866-415-8690, or visit 
www.worksafely.org 

Whitecourt 
Advisor 

 

Stanley Cup Quiz  
The misspelling of players 
names has occurred, and so 
has misspelling for Cup-
winning teams. This happened 
a total of 4 times. In 1916, 
'Montreal Canadiens' was re-
corded on the Cup as 
'Montreal Candaians.' In 1963 
it was the 'Toronto Maple 
Leaes' followed by the 'Bqston 
Bruins' in 1972 and finally the 
'New York Ilanders' in 1981. 

4907 52 Avenue 
(780) 778-5577 
Circ. 4,590 

 Your 

With More 

Your Fun Place to Shop 
Check Out Our Daily Specials  

Something for Everyone!  

706-8833   Valley Mall 

Now online at Advisor.WhitecourtWeb.com 

4,398 copies of an advertisement 1/8 page 
in size, delivered to every home & 

business in Whitecourt and Blue Ridge 
costs only $44.95 + GST. Less if you book 
for 3 or 6 months. Over 200 copies of the 

Advisor are also distributed to area 
restaurants, waiting rooms and elsewhere. 
Call us at 778-5577 to book your space. 

Gamblers  
Anonymous 

8:30 pm every Tuesday 
United Church 
5201 50 Street 

Coming…. 
WhitecourtWeb.com 

More Advisor Online 

Check it Out 
Weather; local, 

provincial, Canadian 
and international 

news; town special 
events; lottery results 
and more. You can 
click on the library 

picture on the 
community page and 

order any book in 
Alberta.  

Horoscopes, 
complete with 

detailed chart; items 
for sale; search 

engine page (without 
the spam); 

Local links; excellent 
web design and 
hosting prices. 
Suggestions 

Welcome 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 26 to rid your home of 
toxic wastes. You can drop them off at the Whitecourt Fire 
Hall, between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.   
 The toxic round-up gives you a chance to clean your 
house of hazardous wastes. Check your kitchen, bathroom, 
laundry room, basement, garden shed and garage. This event 
is a cooperative program with EnviroSort, Alberta Environ-
mental Protection, Northwest Sanitation Ltd, Town of White-
court, Alberta Newsprint, Blue Ridge Lumber, Woodlands 
County, Millar Western, Central Alberta Midstream, and the 
Whitecourt Environmental Society.  
 For more information, you can call the Town of White-
court at 778-2273. 
 You can also pick up a list at Northwest Sanitation for 
recyclable items you can drop off at their depot, which is open 
24/7. Northwest Sanitation is located off Dahl Drive at the top 
of the hill, just down the road from Crystal Glass. 

 

  

Ron’s  
Cards 

& Comics 

778-3270 

Over 2500 VHS  
Movies on Sale! 

Collectibles 
Movies on DVD 
Books & More 

Next to Canadian Tire 

  

  

 

Same Day Service 
► Industrial Cleaning 
► Linen Rentals 
► Alterations 

778-6781 

Valley Centre Mall 

It’s a Dirty Job... 
Doctor: Nurse, how is that 
little girl doing who swal-
lowed ten quarters last 
night?  
Nurse: No change yet. 
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Want Speed?  
Northern Cablevision’s High Speed Internet.   

Only $24.95 a month for 12 months*. FREE Modem & FREE Professional  
Installation Included. Up to 100 times faster than dial up. 

Call Northern Cablevision today at 1-800-661-1904 

 *Limited time offer. Some conditions apply. Call for details.   

Yes...w
e  

are available 

on the hill! 

 2nd  

Our Gift to You… 
Bring in coupon for a 

FREE WATER BOTTLE 
(while quantities last) 

 
Offer expires July 1/04 

BIRTHDAY 

Herbal Magic of Whitecourt has 
helped many reach their goal weight 
and learn how to maintain that goal. 

Herbal Magic is not an “overnight” weight loss. 
Permanent weight management needs to be 

learned and practiced. 

Special offer expires July 1/04 

Call 778-8000 
or Visit 

#2, 4911 51 Ave. 
Plaza 51  

Whitecourt 
(Next to Whitecourt Stationery) 


